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25. GOLDEN WEDDING MASSES 

“Held by the Covenant, Kept in Love” 

Genesis 9:8–17; John 15:9–17 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1945, after the bombing of Hiroshima, a Jesuit priest walked 

through the ruins of the city and noticed something astonishing. Amid 

ashes, twisted metal, and collapsed homes, one small plant had 

begun to bloom again. Life had quietly returned where destruction 

had shouted the loudest. The priest later wrote: “Hope is stronger 

than devastation when love refuses to die.” Fifty years of marriage 

are like that flower. No marriage survives five decades without 

storms, misunderstandings, tears, sacrifices, and moments when 

only grace kept two people together. Yet today we celebrate a love 

that refused to die. 

In the first reading, God places the rainbow in the sky as a sign of 

His covenant — not because humanity was perfect, but because 

God remains faithful. In the Gospel, Jesus gives the deepest secret 

of enduring love: “Remain in my love.” A golden wedding anniversary 

is not merely the celebration of years spent together; it is the witness 

that God still keeps His promises through human hearts. 

As we gather around this altar, we also remember the moments 

when we have failed to remain faithful in love: times we wounded 

instead of healed, withdrew instead of forgave, or forgot that love is a 

daily choice. Let us therefore acknowledge our sins and prepare 

ourselves to celebrate these sacred mysteries. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You are the eternal covenant of the Father, faithful even 

when we are weak: Lord, have mercy.                                                    

Christ Jesus, You taught us that love is not merely spoken but lived 

through sacrifice and forgiveness: Christ, have mercy.                       

Lord Jesus, You remain with those who place their trust in Your love 

through every season of life: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God, 

who never abandons the covenant of His love, 

forgive us our sins, heal what is wounded within us, 

strengthen us in fidelity, patience, and mercy, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, 

whose faithful love endures from generation to generation, 

You have sustained Your servants through fifty years of married life 

and made their covenant a living sign of Your presence. 

Teach us to remain in Your love, 

to forgive as You forgive, 

and to become witnesses of hope in a wounded world.                                

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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HOMILY 

A little boy once asked his grandfather, “Grandpa, how did you and 

Grandma stay married for fifty years?” 

The old man smiled and replied, “We belonged to a generation that 

repaired things instead of throwing them away.” 

That is the tragedy of our age. We repair phones, restore old 

buildings, preserve antique furniture — but relationships are often 

discarded at the first sign of difficulty. Yet today, this Golden Jubilee 

stands before us like a quiet revolution. Fifty years say something 

the world desperately needs to hear: love can last. 

In the first reading, after the flood, God places a rainbow in the sky. 

Notice carefully: the rainbow appears after the storm, not before it. 

Covenant signs are born out of survival. Every long marriage has 

rainbows only because it has first endured floods. No couple reaches 

fifty years without moments of disappointment, financial burdens, 

misunderstandings, illness, exhaustion, grief, and hidden tears. The 

rainbow is beautiful precisely because it has passed through rain. 

There is a story of an elderly woman who was once asked, “What is 

the secret of your long marriage?” She answered, “On the day of our 

wedding, I made a list of ten faults in my husband that I would 

overlook for the sake of peace.” 

“What were those faults?” she was asked. 

She replied, “I never got around to listing them. Every time he did 

something wrong, I simply told myself, ‘Lucky for him, that must be 

one of the ten.’” 

That is covenant love. Not blind love. Forgiving love. Love that 

chooses the person again and again. 

Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “Remain in my love.” Notice He does 

not say, “Visit my love occasionally.” He says remain. Love is not 

sustained by emotions alone. Emotions rise and fall like tides. 

Covenant love is deeper than feelings; it is a decision renewed daily. 

A marriage survives not because two perfect people meet, but 

because two imperfect people refuse to stop beginning again. 

There is another story about a violinist performing in a crowded 

subway station. Hundreds passed by without noticing the beauty of 

the music. Only one elderly couple stopped. The husband quietly 

held his wife’s hand while they listened. When asked later why they 

stopped, the wife answered, “After fifty years together, we have 

learned not to hurry past what is beautiful.” 

That may be one of the deepest lessons of marriage: to notice grace 

before life rushes past it. 

The Gospel today reaches its highest point when Jesus says: “No 

one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends.” Most married people do not die for each other in one 

dramatic moment. Instead, they lay down their lives slowly — 

through sleepless nights, sacrifices for children, postponed dreams, 

silent endurance, shared burdens, and daily acts nobody applauds. 

Holiness in marriage is usually quiet. 

And perhaps that is why golden anniversaries move us so deeply. 

Gold is purified by fire. Fifty years of marriage are not simply years 
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counted by calendars; they are love refined through suffering and 

preserved by grace. 

A nurse once cared for an elderly man who visited his wife in a 

nursing home every single morning. One day she asked him, “Does 

your wife still recognize you?” 

He gently answered, “No, she no longer knows who I am.” 

The nurse then asked, “Then why do you keep coming every day?” 

The old man smiled and replied, “Because I still know who she is.” 

That is covenant. That is the Gospel made visible. 

Dear jubilarians, today the Church does not celebrate perfection. 

She celebrates perseverance. Your marriage has become a sermon 

that people can see before they ever hear a word preached. 

And perhaps the greatest truth of all is this: behind every enduring 

human covenant stands the eternal covenant of God Himself. You 

remained together because first, God remained with you. 

So today, as we thank God for fifty years, let this celebration become 

more than an anniversary. Let it become a witness to younger 

families, discouraged couples, and a weary world: faithful love is still 

possible because God is faithful.    

And remember this final story. An old lighthouse keeper was once 

asked if he ever grew tired of keeping the light burning through 

endless storms. He answered, “Ships may never know my name, but 

if the light goes out, someone may lose their way.” 

Dear jubilarians, for fifty years you have kept the light burning. Many 

have found hope because of it. Keep shining. Amen. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church 

and promised yourselves to one another in love and fidelity. 

Today, with grateful hearts, renew before the Lord the covenant you 

have faithfully lived. 

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for this woman whom You have given me as 

companion and friend. 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you, comfort you, and 

remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for this man whom You have given me as 

companion and friend. 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you, comfort you, and 

remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Together: 

Lord, keep us in Your love until the day we come before You 

together in eternal joy. Amen. 

Blessing                                                                                                             

Lord God, source of enduring love and faithful covenant, 

look kindly upon these jubilarians. 

You have walked with them through storms and sunshine, 

through burdens and blessings, through tears and laughter.                                                                            

Continue to keep their hearts united in peace, 
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their home rooted in prayer, 

and their family strengthened in faith. 

May their witness become a light to younger generations, 

and may they one day rejoice together in the eternal wedding feast 

of heaven. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

God’s covenant never fails, and His love sustains those who trust in 

Him. Confident in His faithfulness, let us now place before Him our 

prayers. 

1. For the Church, that she may continue to be a living sign of 

God’s faithful love in a divided world, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For married couples, especially those struggling in their 

relationships, that they may find healing, patience, and the 

grace to begin again, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

3. For these jubilarians, that the Lord who has guided them for 

fifty years may continue to bless them with health, joy, and 

peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For young people preparing for marriage, that they may 

discover that true love is rooted not only in feelings but in 

sacrifice and fidelity, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

5. For our departed family members and friends who supported 

this marriage journey, that they may share in the eternal 

covenant of heaven, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

Father of everlasting love, 

You placed the rainbow in the sky as a sign of Your covenant and 

sent Your Son to teach us how to remain in love. Hear these prayers 

and keep us faithful all the days of our lives. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that this sacrifice,                                                

offered in thanksgiving for fifty years of covenant love                                  

and for the grace that sustains every faithful heart, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.                                                     

For You are the God of covenant and fidelity. 

In every age You reveal Your love through those who remain faithful 

to one another through joy and sorrow, abundance and trial. 

In these jubilarians You have shown that love strengthened by grace 

can endure the storms of life and become a light for others.                        

Through Christ Your Son, 

You taught us that the greatest love is found in self-giving, 

forgiveness, and perseverance. 

And today You fill Your Church with joy as we celebrate fifty years of 

married love sustained by Your presence. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, as without end we acclaim: 
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INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to pray to the Father whose faithful love never fails: 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by Your mercy, 

we may remain faithful in love, patient in trials,                                                 

and hopeful in every storm, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                  

in accordance with Your will.                                                                    

Strengthen all married couples with the peace that forgives,                   

heals, and endures through every season of life.                                            

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who remains forever faithful to His covenant of love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Love survives not because life becomes easy, 

but because grace becomes stronger than difficulty. 

Today we have witnessed a living rainbow after many storms — 

a covenant held together not merely by human effort, 

but by the faithful love of God. 

May every family here learn again that enduring love is still possible 

when Christ remains at the centre. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, in this Eucharist You have nourished us                                                                         

with the sacrament of enduring love. 

Strengthen these jubilarians                                                                            

whom You have sustained for fifty years, 

and teach all of us to remain faithful in our vocations, 

steadfast in forgiveness, and joyful in hope.                                                     

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who united your hearts in covenant love, 

continue to keep you faithful to one another. Amen.                                             

May He strengthen your family in unity, 

protect your home in peace, 

and fill your children and grandchildren with faith and gratitude. 

Amen.                                                                                                        

May your lives continue to shine like a lighthouse in the storms of 
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this world, guiding others toward hope, perseverance, and enduring 

love. Amen. 

And may almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love, steadfast 

hope, and joyful perseverance. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“The rainbow appears only after the storm; enduring love is not the 
absence of trials, but the decision to remain faithful through them.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Golden Fidelity: A Witness to Lifelong Commitment                                     

2 Timothy 4:6–8; Mt. 25,21                                                                     

THEME: “Faithful Until the End: Golden Love as a Crowned Witness” 

INTRODUCTION 

In a small village after a devastating flood, people returned to rebuild 

their homes. Amid the ruins stood one old house still upright. When 

asked why it survived, the elderly owner simply said, “Because every 

year, before the storms came, we repaired the cracks before they 

became breaks.” Fifty years of marriage is not the story of two 

perfect people untouched by storms. It is the story of two hearts that 

kept repairing, forgiving, praying, and beginning again before the 

cracks became permanent wounds. 

Today, St. Paul speaks with deep peace: “I have fought the good 

fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” Those words 

could well be spoken by every couple who reaches a Golden Jubilee. 

Marriage is not won in a single heroic moment but in thousands of 

unnoticed fidelities: the quiet sacrifices, the tears no one saw, the 

prayers whispered in the dark, and the decision—again and again—

not to walk away. 

As we gather to celebrate this sacred witness of lifelong 

commitment, we also recognize the moments when we failed to love 

faithfully as God loves us. Let us now ask the Lord for mercy and 

healing, that this Eucharist may renew in all of us the grace to 

persevere in love. 
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PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You call us to remain faithful in love even through trials 

and sacrifices: Lord, have mercy.                                                                            

Christ Jesus, You never abandon those entrusted to Your heart and 

care: Christ, have mercy.                                                                                 

Lord Jesus, You prepare the crown of life for those who persevere in 

faithfulness: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May Almighty God, who strengthens the weak,                                                 

heals wounded hearts, and crowns faithful love with enduring grace, 

forgive us our sins, restore what is broken within us,                                        

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                                                  

O God, whose faithful love never fails 

and whose grace sustains Your children through every season of life, 

look kindly upon these jubilarians 

who celebrate fifty years of covenant love. 

Through joys and trials, 

You have strengthened them to fight the good fight, 

to keep the faith, and to remain steadfast in love.                                                   

Grant that all families gathered here 

may learn from their witness 

to persevere in fidelity, forgiveness, and hope, 

until they receive from You 

the unfading crown of eternal life.                                                              

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son …Amen. 

 

HOMILY 

A young violinist once asked an old maestro, “How did you become 

so great?” 

The old man smiled and replied, “By never missing the daily practice 

when nobody was applauding.” 

That is the secret not only of music—but also of marriage. 

We celebrate fifty years today not because life was easy, but 

because love was practiced daily when nobody was watching. 

Golden anniversaries are not built on grand romantic moments 

alone. They are built on ordinary fidelity repeated thousands of 

times: preparing meals, carrying burdens together, forgiving after 

arguments, praying through fears, staying beside one another in 

sickness, disappointment, aging, and uncertainty. 

Saint Paul says today: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished 

the race, I have kept the faith.” Notice his words carefully. He does 

not say, “I avoided every struggle.” He says, “I fought.” Every lasting 

marriage has battles hidden beneath the smiles in photographs. 

There were seasons when love felt easy, and seasons when it felt 

costly. Yet fidelity means choosing the covenant even when 

emotions fluctuate. 

There is a story of an elderly husband who visited his wife in a 

nursing home every single morning. One day a nurse asked him, 

“Does your wife still recognize you?” 

He answered softly, “No… she no longer knows who I am.” 

The nurse then asked, “Then why do you still come every day?” 
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The old man held her hand gently and said, “Because I still know 

who she is.” 

That is covenant love. 

The world often treats love as a contract: “As long as you make me 

happy, I stay.” But Christian marriage is covenant: “Even when life 

changes, I remain.” That is why golden fidelity becomes a sermon 

more powerful than words. It tells younger generations that 

commitment is still possible, permanence is still beautiful, and 

sacrifice still bears fruit. 

Jesus says in the Gospel: “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

Those words are usually heard at the end of life, but today the 

Church dares to echo them already. Not because the journey is over, 

but because fifty years of perseverance reveal the fingerprints of 

God’s grace. 

There is another story told of a couple celebrating sixty years 

together. Someone asked the wife, “What kept your marriage alive 

for so long?” 

She answered, “We were born in a time when if something broke, we 

repaired it instead of throwing it away.” 

What wisdom for our age. 

Too many relationships today collapse not because love completely 

disappeared, but because people stopped repairing. The Eucharist 

we celebrate today is itself the sacrament of divine repair. Every 

Mass tells us that God does not throw humanity away after sin; He 

restores, reconciles, and renews. 

Dear jubilarians, your fidelity has become a living homily. Your 

wrinkles tell stories of sacrifice. Your perseverance has preached 

louder than many sermons. Your marriage reminds us that love 

matures not by avoiding suffering, but by carrying it together with 

God. 

And perhaps the greatest lesson of fifty years is this: love is less 

about finding the perfect person and more about becoming faithful 

persons. 

A traveller once entered an ancient cathedral and saw two candles 

burning before a crucifix. One candle was tall and strong; the other 

had nearly melted away. He asked the sacristan, “Why keep the 

smaller candle burning? It has almost nothing left.” 

The sacristan replied, “Because it has spent itself giving light.” 

That is golden love. 

A love poured out. 

A love that endured. 

A love that kept the faith. 

And one day, beyond every earthly anniversary, may the Lord 

Himself say to all faithful spouses: 

“Well done, good and faithful servants… enter into the joy of 

your Master.” 
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RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS                                                                                                           

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church and promised 

yourselves to one another in lifelong fidelity. Today, with grateful 

hearts, renew before the Lord the covenant that has sustained you 

through joys and sorrows, successes and struggles. 

Husband: 

Blessed be God for you, my wife. 

Before God and His Church, I renew my promise 

to be faithful to you, to love and honour you 

in good times and in difficult times, 

in sickness and in health, all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed be God for you, my husband. 

Before God and His Church, I renew my promise 

to be faithful to you, to love and honour you 

in good times and in difficult times, 

in sickness and in health, all the days of my life. 

Blessing                                                                                                         

May the Lord who united your hearts in covenant love 

continue to strengthen you in faithfulness and peace. 

May He reward your sacrifices, 

heal every hidden wound, 

and fill your family with unity and grace. 

And after a lifetime of faithful love, 

may He welcome you into eternal joy. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Gathered in thanksgiving for the witness of faithful love, let us now 

bring our prayers before God, who never abandons those who trust 

in Him. 

1. For the Church: 

that she may continue to proclaim the beauty of faithful and 

lifelong love in a world longing for hope and stability, we pray 

to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For all married couples: 

that they may persevere through trials with patience, 

forgiveness, and deep trust in God’s grace, we pray to the 

Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

3. For the jubilarians and their family: 

that their witness of fidelity may inspire younger generations 

to cherish commitment, sacrifice, and prayerful love, we pray 

to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For couples struggling in their relationships: 

that they may find healing, reconciliation, and the courage to 

repair what is wounded, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

5. For our departed loved ones and all faithful spouses who 

have gone before us: 

that they may receive the crown of eternal life promised by the 

Lord, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

God of enduring love, 

You sustain Your people through every season of life. 

Hear these prayers we offer with confidence and gratitude, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that this sacrifice,                                                      

offered in thanksgiving for fifty years of faithful love                                             

and for the grace that sustains every covenant through life’s trials, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the source of faithful love 

and the strength of every holy covenant. 

In Your wisdom You unite hearts in marriage 

so that husband and wife 

may reflect the enduring love of Christ for His Church. 

Today You have granted these jubilarians 

the grace to persevere through fifty years of shared life. 

You sustained them in moments of joy and trial, 

taught them to forgive and begin again, 

and transformed ordinary sacrifices 

into a witness of enduring faithfulness. 

Through their lives You remind Your Church 

that true love is patient, steadfast, and generous, 

and that those who keep faith in love 

shall receive the crown that never fades. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we praise You, as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER                                                                  

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching,                               

let us pray with confidence to the Father                                                       

whose faithful love never fails                                                                             

and whose mercy continually restores and renews us. 

EMBOLISM                                                                                               

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,                                                       

graciously grant peace in our days, that sustained by Your mercy,  

we may remain faithful in love through every trial                                                 

and protected from all discouragement                                                                    

as we await the blessed hope                                                                       

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE                                                                                      

Lord Jesus Christ, You said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you. 

Look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                                    

in accordance with Your will.                                                                     

Strengthen all married couples with the grace to remain faithful 

through every season of life, and make their homes places of 

forgiveness, reconciliation, and enduring love.                                                    

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                     

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 

In this Eucharist, Christ strengthens every faithful heart and 

nourishes all who persevere in love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
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SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION                                                    

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined before God. 

Today, strengthened again by the Body of Christ, that covenant 

continues. 

The Eucharist teaches us the deepest meaning of love: 

to remain, to give, to forgive, and to persevere. 

Golden fidelity is not merely the memory of a wedding day; 

it is the quiet miracle of love sustained by grace over time. 

May every family here learn that lasting love is possible when Christ 

remains at the centre. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, in this Eucharist 

You have nourished us with the Bread of life 

and renewed us in the mystery of faithful love. 

We thank You for sustaining these jubilarians 

through fifty years of covenant commitment. 

May the grace received at this altar 

continue to strengthen their hearts, 

deepen their unity, 

and inspire all families gathered here 

to persevere in faith, hope, and love.                                                           

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who has sustained you through fifty years of faithful 

love continue to bless and protect you. Amen. 

May He fill your home with peace, deepen your unity, and strengthen 

your family in faith and charity. Amen. 

May your witness continue to inspire others to persevere in love, 

forgiveness, and hope. Amen. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love, steadfast 

commitment, and joyful perseverance. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“Lasting love is not built by never falling, but by never refusing to rise 

together again.” 
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3.“Love Never Fails” — Fifty Years Later                                                      

1 Corinthians 13:1–13; John 13:34–35                                                        

THEME: “Love Never Fails: Fifty Years of Living the New 

Commandment”   

INTRODUCTION 

In 1945, when the Second World War ended, a Japanese soldier 

named Hiroo Onoda was sent to a remote island in the Philippines. 

Years passed. The war had ended, but he refused to believe it. For 

nearly thirty years he stayed hidden in the jungle, convinced he still 

had to fight. Finally, in 1974, his former commander came personally 

and told him, “The war is over.” Only then did he lay down his 

weapons and come home. Many marriages fail because couples 

keep fighting wars that ended years ago — old hurts, wounded pride, 

remembered words, silent resentments. But fifty years of marriage 

become golden when husband and wife learn to lay down their 

weapons and choose love again and again. 

Saint Paul tells us today that love is patient, kind, enduring, forgiving 

— and that “love never fails.” Jesus deepens it further in the Gospel: 

“Love one another as I have loved you.” The couple we celebrate 

today did not build fifty years merely by romance or emotion, but by 

thousands of hidden acts of forgiveness, sacrifice, endurance, and 

renewed beginnings. Their marriage became not simply a contract 

that survived, but a Gospel lived daily. 

Yet even faithful love carries scars. There were moments of 

weakness, impatience, harsh words, forgotten kindness, missed 

opportunities to love more deeply. Therefore, as we prepare to 

celebrate these sacred mysteries, let us ask the Lord to heal every 

wound in us, renew our hearts in charity, and teach us once more 

the love that never fails. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You loved us with a patient and enduring love: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, You taught us that forgiveness is stronger than 

resentment: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, You remain faithful even when we are weak: 

Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God, who never tires of loving, forgiving, and restoring 

His people, heal every wound of sin, strengthen us in faithful charity, 

forgive us our failures in love, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, whose love is everlasting 

and whose faithfulness never fails, 

You have sustained Your servants through fifty years of married life 

with patience, sacrifice, forgiveness, and grace. 

As You blessed them in their covenant of love, 

continue to deepen their unity, 

strengthen their family in charity and peace, 

and make their home a living witness 

to the Gospel commandment of love. 
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Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY 

A little boy once asked his grandfather, “Grandpa, how did you and 

Grandma stay married for fifty years?” 

The old man smiled and replied, “We belonged to a generation that 

repaired things instead of replacing them.” 

That one sentence explains today’s celebration. 

We live in a world that replaces phones, furniture, friendships, 

commitments — and sometimes even marriages. But the love 

celebrated today was not built on convenience. It was built on 

decision, perseverance, sacrifice, and grace. Fifty years later, the 

words of Saint Paul still stand true: 

“Love is patient. Love is kind. Love never fails.” 

Notice that Paul never says love is easy. He says love is patient. 

Patience is expensive. Kindness is expensive. Forgiveness is 

expensive. Endurance is expensive. Real love costs something. 

A woman once kept two jars in her kitchen during her marriage. Into 

one jar she placed a bean every time her husband disappointed or 

hurt her. Into the second jar she placed a bean every time he 

showed kindness, sacrifice, or love. After many years the first jar was 

almost empty, while the second overflowed. When asked why, she 

answered, “Because love remembers differently. It chooses gratitude 

over grievance.” 

That is what Jesus means when He says, “Love one another as I 

have loved you.” Jesus does not love selectively. He loves 

steadfastly. On the Cross, He loved even while being wounded. 

The miracle of fifty years is not that there were no storms. The 

miracle is that they did not abandon the boat. 

There is an old story about a couple celebrating sixty years of 

marriage. Someone asked the wife, “Did you ever think of divorce?” 

She replied, “Divorce? Never. Murder… maybe once or twice.” 

Everyone laughed — because hidden inside the joke is truth. Every 

lasting marriage passes through moments of frustration, 

disappointment, misunderstanding, and exhaustion. But enduring 

love decides that the relationship is more important than winning 

arguments. 

Saint Paul says, “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.” In other words: love stays. 

And perhaps that is the greatest gift the jubilarians offer the world 

today — not perfection, but permanence. In a restless world, they 

became a sign that faithful love is still possible. 

Their children and grandchildren may remember anniversaries, 

celebrations, photographs, or family meals. But the greatest 

inheritance they pass on is this: the witness that love is not merely a 

feeling; love is a lifelong vocation. 

There is also something deeply Eucharistic about marriage. At every 

Mass, Christ says again, “This is my body, given for you.” Every 

faithful marriage repeats those same words silently for decades: 
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“This is my life, given for you.” 

That is why marriage becomes holy. 

And today, after fifty years, the world sees something beautiful: 

wrinkles touched by fidelity, hands shaped by sacrifice, hearts 

enlarged by forgiveness, and a love refined by time. 

A journalist once asked an elderly couple celebrating their golden 

anniversary, “What is the secret of your marriage?” The husband 

looked gently at his wife and said, “Every morning I wake up and ask 

myself one question: ‘How can I make her life lighter today?’” 

The wife smiled and answered, “And I have spent fifty years trying to 

do the same for him.” 

That is the Gospel. 

That is holiness. 

That is why love never fails. Amen. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dearly beloved, 

fifty years ago you stood before the altar of God 

and entrusted your lives to one another in holy matrimony. 

Today, in gratitude for God’s faithfulness, 

renew before His Church the promises you made with love and 

hope. 

Husband: 

Blessed are you, Lord, 

for in Your goodness I took N. as my wife. 

Through joy and sorrow, strength and weakness, 

You have remained faithful to us. 

Today I renew my promise 

to continue loving and honoring you 

all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are you, Lord, 

for in Your goodness I took N. as my husband. 

Through the changing seasons of life, 

Your grace has sustained our love. 

Today I renew my promise 

to continue loving and honouring you 

all the days of my life. 

The priest then blesses the rings if appropriate and says: 

May the Lord who has kept you united for fifty years 

continue to dwell in your hearts and home. 

May your love remain patient and kind. 

May your family always find strength in your witness. 

And may the God whose love never fails 

bring you together one day to the eternal wedding feast of heaven. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Celebrating God’s faithful love revealed in fifty years of marriage, let 

us now present our prayers to the Father, whose love never fails. 
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1. For the Church throughout the world: 

that she may continue to proclaim and witness the enduring love of 

Christ in a wounded and divided world, we pray to the Lord. 

2. 

For all married couples: 

that they may grow in patience, forgiveness, fidelity, and mutual 

sacrifice, especially during times of trial, we pray to the Lord. 

3. 

For the jubilarians we honor today: 

that the Lord who has sustained them for fifty years may bless them 

with health, peace, joy, and deeper love, we pray to the Lord. 

4. 

For families experiencing conflict, separation, or pain: 

that God may heal wounded hearts and restore unity where 

relationships have been broken, we pray to the Lord. 

5. 

For young people preparing for marriage: 

that they may discover that true love is not temporary emotion but 

faithful self-giving rooted in God, we pray to the Lord. 

Father of everlasting love, 

hear the prayers we offer with confidence and gratitude. 

Teach us to love not only with words but with enduring faithfulness. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice, offered in thanksgiving for fifty years of faithful love 

and in gratitude for the grace that sustains every Christian family, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the source of every faithful love 

and the foundation of every holy family. 

In Your providence You joined these Your servants in marriage, 

and through joys and struggles, 

through laughter and tears, 

You sustained them by Your grace. 

In a world where many hearts grow weary, 

You have made their union a witness 

that patient love still endures, 

that forgiveness still heals, 

and that charity truly never fails. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we praise You, as without end we acclaim: 
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INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to pray to the Father 

whose faithful love holds families together 

and whose mercy teaches us to forgive one another: 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that sustained by Your mercy, 

we may remain faithful in love, steadfast in hope, 

and free from the bitterness and divisions 

that weaken families and communities, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with Your 

will. 

Strengthen also the peace of every family, 

so that homes wounded by anger may be healed by forgiveness 

and hearts divided by pride may be reunited in love. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him whose love never fails 

and who teaches us to love one another as He has loved us. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two people stood before God with empty hands and 

hopeful hearts. Today those hands are no longer empty. They carry 

memories, sacrifices, tears, forgiveness, children, grandchildren, and 

countless hidden acts of love known fully only to God. The Eucharist 

they have received today is the same Christ who walked with them 

through every season of life. Human love grows tired, but divine love 

renews itself endlessly. And so the greatest miracle of this Golden 

Jubilee is not simply that fifty years have passed, but that love 

remained. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Having shared at the table of eternal love, 

we thank You, Lord, 

for sustaining Your servants through fifty years of married life. 

Through this holy Eucharist, 

renew in all families the grace of faithful love, 

the strength to forgive, 
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and the courage to persevere in times of trial, 

so that Christ may always dwell in their homes and hearts.                   

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

whose love is patient and kind, 

continue to bless and keep you all the days of your life. Amen. 

May He strengthen the bond you have shared for fifty years, 

fill your home with peace, 

and make your family a witness of enduring charity. Amen. 

May your children and grandchildren 

be inspired by your fidelity, 

guided by your example, 

and sustained by the faith you have handed on. Amen. 

And may almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth in peace, 

glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love, steadfast forgiveness, and 

enduring charity. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“A golden marriage is not built by people who never wounded each 

other, but by two people who never stopped choosing love.” 

4. A Marriage Rooted in Christ for Half a Century — 

Colossians 2:6–7; Matthew 7:24–27  

Theme: “Rooted in Christ, Standing Firm in Love for Fifty 

Years” 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1974, during the construction of a village chapel in South India, an 

old mason was asked why he was spending so much time digging 

deep into the ground when no one would ever see the foundation. 

He smiled and said, “If the foundation is weak, one day the walls will 

preach the truth.” Years later, a cyclone struck the village. Roofs flew 

away, walls collapsed, but that little chapel stood firm. The villagers 

finally understood what the mason meant: what is hidden determines 

what survives. 

Today, as we celebrate fifty years of married life, we rejoice not 

merely in the years lived together, but in the foundation on which 

those years were built. The readings remind us that a marriage 

rooted in Christ is like a house built on rock — tested by storms, 

shaped by sacrifice, strengthened by prayer, forgiveness, patience, 

and unwavering faith. The roots may remain unseen, but they carry 

the weight of the whole tree. 

Yet all foundations need renewal. There were moments when fear 

shook trust, when hurt delayed forgiveness, when faith weakened 

under life’s burdens. Therefore, before we celebrate this covenant of 
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love renewed in Christ, let us acknowledge our sins and ask the 

Lord, the Rock of our salvation, for mercy and strength. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You are the solid rock on which every Christian family is 

built: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, You strengthen us when the storms of life threaten our 

peace and fidelity: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, You call us to remain deeply rooted in Your love and 

truth: Lord, have mercy. 

 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God, who strengthens the weak, heals the broken-

hearted, and restores all who place their trust in Him, forgive us our 

sins, root us more deeply in His love, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, 

You have called Your servants 

to build their married life upon Christ, the eternal Rock. 

Through joys and trials, 

You have sustained them for fifty years 

with the grace of fidelity and enduring love. 

Deepen in all our families 

the roots of faith, patience, forgiveness, and prayer, 

that standing firm in every storm of life, 

we may bear witness to Your faithful love before the world. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

HOMILY 

A few years ago, after a devastating earthquake in Japan, engineers 

were surprised to find one ancient wooden temple still standing while 

many modern buildings around it had collapsed. When they 

investigated, they discovered the secret: the temple had been built 

around a central pillar buried deep into the earth. During 

earthquakes, that hidden pillar absorbed the shock and held 

everything together. 

That image beautifully explains today’s Gospel. Jesus says: “The 

wise man built his house on rock.” For fifty years, this couple did not 

merely build a home, raise children, earn a living, or celebrate 

anniversaries. They built their marriage around a centre strong 

enough to absorb life’s earthquakes: Christ Himself. 

And every marriage has earthquakes. 

There are financial worries. There are misunderstandings that leave 

silence at the dinner table. There are sleepless nights beside a sick 

child. There are moments when love feels less like emotion and 

more like sacrifice. There are funerals attended together, 
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disappointments carried together, tears hidden from others but seen 

by God. 

The storms came. But the house did not collapse. 

Why? 

Because love rooted in Christ does not depend only on feelings. It 

depends on faithfulness. 

A man once asked an elderly couple celebrating sixty years of 

marriage, “What is the secret of staying together so long?” The old 

woman answered gently, “We were born in a time when broken 

things were repaired, not replaced.” 

That sentence hurts modern ears because it reveals something 

sacred we are losing — perseverance. 

Saint Paul tells us today: “Continue to live in Christ, rooted and built 

up in Him.” Roots are not glamorous. Nobody applauds roots. They 

grow in darkness, silently, patiently, deeply. But when storms come, 

shallow roots cannot hold. 

The strongest marriages are not those without problems; they are 

those where two people keep returning to Christ after every problem. 

There is an African proverb that says: “When the roots are deep, 

there is no reason to fear the wind.” 

Fifty years teaches us this truth: beauty in marriage is not created in 

grand moments alone. It is formed in ordinary fidelity. 

In waking up early to work. 

In cooking meals without appreciation. 

In forgiving before sleeping. 

In staying when leaving would be easier. 

In praying together when words fail. 

A priest once visited an elderly husband caring for his wife who no 

longer recognized him because of Alzheimer’s disease. The priest 

asked, “Why do you still feed her every day when she does not even 

know who you are?” The old man replied, “She may not know who I 

am, but I know who she is.” 

That is covenant love. 

That is Christ-like love. 

That is the kind of love we celebrate today. 

Dear jubilarians, your marriage has become more than a private 

relationship. It is now a testimony. Younger couples do not simply 

need advice from you; they need your witness. In a world where 

commitment is fragile and relationships often collapse under 

pressure, your fifty years proclaim loudly that enduring love is still 

possible when Christ remains the foundation. 

But today is not only about looking backward with gratitude. It is also 

about looking forward with renewed faith. The same Christ who 

carried you through the past fifty years will walk with you through the 

years still ahead. 

The Gospel does not say storms will never come. It says the house 

will stand. 
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And perhaps that is the greatest miracle of Christian marriage — not 

the absence of storms, but the presence of Christ within them. 

Let me end with one final story. 

After a violent storm, a man walked along a coastline filled with 

uprooted trees. But one enormous tree still stood untouched. 

Curious, he examined it and discovered that its roots had spread 

around the rocks deep beneath the ground. The storm was strong, 

but the roots had embraced something stronger. 

That is your marriage after fifty years. 

Not untouched by storms. 

Not spared from suffering. 

But still standing because your lives wrapped themselves around 

Christ, the Rock that never fails. 

And that is why today the Church rejoices — not simply because you 

stayed together for fifty years, but because through fifty years, Christ 

stayed at the centre of your love. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church 

and promised yourselves to one another in lifelong fidelity. 

Today, with grateful hearts, 

renew before God and His people 

the covenant of love you have faithfully lived. 

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord, 

for in Your goodness I took N. as my wife. 

Through joys and trials, You have remained our strength. 

Today I renew my promise 

to love you, honour you, and remain faithful to you 

all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord, 

for in Your goodness I took N. as my husband. 

Through every season of life, You have sustained our love. 

Today I renew my promise 

to love you, honour you, and remain faithful to you 

all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God and Creator, 

we praise You for sustaining these Your servants 

through fifty years of married life. 

When storms arose, You were their shelter. 

When burdens grew heavy, You strengthened them. 

When joy filled their home, You multiplied their gratitude. 

Continue to root them deeply in Christ. 

Bless their children, grandchildren, and all their loved ones. 

May their witness inspire younger families 

to build their lives upon faith, fidelity, and enduring love. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Rooted in Christ and grateful for the witness of enduring love, let us 

now bring our prayers before God, who strengthens every family that 

places its trust in Him. 

1. For the Church throughout the world, that she may continue to 

strengthen families and guide married couples to build their homes 

upon Christ the Rock, let us pray to the Lord. 

2. For all married couples, especially those facing trials, 

misunderstandings, or suffering, that they may find healing, patience, 

and renewed strength in the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

3. For the jubilarians celebrating fifty years of marriage, that God 

may continue to bless them with health, peace, joy, and steadfast 

love, let us pray to the Lord. 

4. For children and young people, that witnessing faithful marriages 

may inspire them to value commitment, sacrifice, and lifelong love, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

5. For our departed family members and all deceased spouses, that 

having completed their earthly journey, they may dwell forever in the 

house of the Father, let us pray to the Lord. 

Heavenly Father, 

You are the unfailing foundation of every Christian home. 

Hear the prayers we offer with confidence and gratitude, 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice, offered in thanksgiving for fifty years of covenant 

love rooted in Christ, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the faithful foundation of every Christian family. 

In Your wisdom You established marriage 

as a covenant of love and mutual self-giving, 

that husband and wife might reflect 

the enduring love of Christ for His Church. 

Through joys and trials, 

You have sustained these jubilarians for fifty years, 

teaching them that love grows strong 

when rooted deeply in faith, forgiveness, patience, and sacrifice. 

In a changing world, 

their fidelity becomes a living witness 

that homes built upon Christ the Rock 

shall stand firm against every storm. 

And so, with Angels and Archangels, 

with Thrones and Dominions, 

and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, 
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we sing the hymn of Your glory, 

as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

let us pray to the Father 

whose love sustains every family 

and whose mercy keeps us firmly rooted in Christ. 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by Your mercy, 

our families may remain steadfast in faith 

and firm in love amid the storms of life, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with Your 

will. 

Strengthen all families to remain rooted in Your love, 

so that no storm of life may overcome the homes built upon You. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who strengthens every home built upon the rock of faith 

and love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined before God. 

Today, after many seasons of joy and struggle, 

the Eucharist reminds us of the secret that sustained them: 

Christ remained at the centre. 

Like roots hidden beneath the earth, 

faith often works silently — 

in forgiveness offered, 

in sacrifices unnoticed, 

in prayers whispered through tears. 

A marriage rooted in Christ does not become stormless; 

it becomes steadfast. 

And so today, this Golden Jubilee is more than an anniversary. 

It is a testimony that love anchored in God can endure, grow, and 

bear fruit for generations. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Having shared at the table of Your Son, 

we thank You, Lord, 

for sustaining these jubilarians through fifty years of married life. 
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May this Eucharist strengthen all families 

to remain rooted in Christ, 

firm in faith, generous in forgiveness, 

and steadfast in love amid every trial. 

Grant that, nourished by this heavenly sacrament, 

we may one day rejoice together 

in the eternal banquet of heaven.                                                                 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who has kept you united in love for fifty years, 

continue to deepen your faith 

and strengthen your bond in peace. Amen. 

May He bless your children, grandchildren, and family, 

that your home may always remain rooted in Christ 

and rich in love and unity. Amen. 

May the God who carried you through every storm 

keep you steadfast in hope, joyful in service, 

and faithful all the days of your life. Amen. 

And may almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives built firmly upon Christ the 

Rock, and by love that remains faithful through every storm. 

Thanks be to God. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“Storms do not destroy the house that is rooted in Christ; they reveal 

the strength of its foundation.” 

5.Gratitude for Fifty Years of Grace                                                                

— Psalm 103:1–5; Luke 17:11–19 

THEME OF THE CELEBRATION 

“Bless the Lord, O My Soul: Fifty Years of Grace Remembered 

with Gratitude” 

INTRODUCTION 

There is an old story about an elderly woman who was once asked 

the secret of her joyful life. She smiled and pointed to a faded 

notebook she carried everywhere. Inside were not the great 

achievements of her life, but small memories: “the day my husband 

walked home in the rain so I would stay dry,” “the year we had very 

little, but somehow never lacked,” “the night we prayed beside our 

sick child,” “the morning we laughed again after months of sorrow.” 

She said, “I discovered that happiness is not built on miracles alone, 

but on remembering grace.” 

Today, as this couple celebrates fifty years of married life, we gather 

not merely to count years, but to remember grace. Like the healed 

Samaritan in today’s Gospel who returned to give thanks, they come 
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before God not empty-handed, but carrying memories of providence, 

forgiveness, endurance, sacrifice, tears, laughter, and unwavering 

love. Fifty years is not simply a human accomplishment; it is a 

testimony that God has walked beside them every step of the way. 

Yet gratitude also humbles us. When we truly remember God’s 

goodness, we also recognize the times we failed to love enough, 

trust enough, forgive enough, or thank enough. Therefore, with 

contrite hearts, let us acknowledge our sins and prepare ourselves to 

celebrate these sacred mysteries. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You heal us with mercy and invite us always to return 

with grateful hearts: Lord, have mercy.                                                            

Christ Jesus, You sustained this couple through seasons of joy and 

trial and never abandoned them: Christ, have mercy.                                 

Lord Jesus, You call us to remember Your goodness and to love one 

another faithfully until the end: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God, who never ceases to shower His children with 

mercy and grace, forgive us for our ingratitude, heal the wounds 

caused by our sins, strengthen us in faithful love, and bring us to 

everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, 

source of every blessing and faithful companion of those who trust in 

You, 

we thank You for the fifty years of married life 

graciously granted to these Jubilarians. 

Through joys and struggles, 

through abundance and hardship, 

You have remained their strength, their refuge, and their peace. 

Grant that, strengthened by grateful hearts 

and renewed by the grace of this Eucharist, 

they may continue to bear witness 

to steadfast love, enduring faith, 

and joyful thanksgiving before their family and the world. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

HOMILY 

A traveller once came upon an old bridge deep in the countryside. 

The bridge was worn, the wood weathered, the ropes strained by 

time. Nearby sat an old man quietly repairing one of its planks. The 

traveller asked, “Why spend your energy fixing an old bridge you 

may never cross again?” 

The old man replied, “Because many people I love still need to cross 

it.” 

That is what fifty years of marriage looks like. 
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Marriage is not built in one grand moment. It is built plank by plank 

— apology by apology, sacrifice by sacrifice, prayer by prayer, day 

by day. And after fifty years, this couple stands before us not 

because life was easy, but because grace kept rebuilding the bridge 

whenever storms tried to break it apart. 

Today’s Psalm cries out: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 

all His benefits.” Forgetfulness is one of the greatest dangers in 

human life. People often remember wounds more easily than 

blessings. We remember harsh words more than kindness. Failures 

more than providence. Yet gratitude changes the soul. Gratitude 

teaches us to see not only what life denied us, but what God 

faithfully carried us through. 

The Gospel presents ten lepers healed by Jesus. All received the 

miracle; only one returned to give thanks. The tragedy is not that 

nine were ungrateful. The tragedy is that nine missed the deeper 

miracle. Healing changed their bodies; gratitude transformed the 

heart of the one who returned. 

A marriage survives fifty years not because there were no wounds, 

but because someone kept returning — returning to forgiveness, 

returning to patience, returning to prayer, returning to the table, 

returning to love. 

There is another story of an elderly husband who visited his wife 

daily in a nursing home though she no longer recognized him 

because of illness. A nurse finally asked him, “Why do you still come 

every day when she does not know who you are?” 

The old man smiled gently and replied, “She may not know who I 

am, but I still know who she is.” 

That is covenant love. 

The world today often measures relationships by convenience: 

“What do I receive?” But Christian marriage asks a different 

question: “How can I remain faithful?” Love matures when it stops 

counting benefits and starts becoming gift. 

No marriage reaches fifty years without moments of silence, 

misunderstanding, exhaustion, disappointment, financial strain, 

sickness, fear for children, uncertainty about the future, and hidden 

tears known only to God. But somewhere along the way, this couple 

learned the secret of today’s Psalm: not to forget God’s blessings. 

Perhaps the greatest blessing was not prosperity or success, but 

simply this: they did not walk alone. 

There is a Jewish saying: “A person with gratitude is never poor.” 

Why? Because gratitude sees abundance where others see only 

scarcity. A grateful marriage notices the cup of coffee quietly 

prepared, the tired hands still working for the family, the silent 

prayers whispered at night, the simple presence that says, “I am still 

here.” 

And that is why this Golden Jubilee is not merely about the past. It is 

also a message to younger generations. Love is possible. Fidelity is 

possible. Lifelong commitment is possible — not by human strength 

alone, but by grace. 
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The healed Samaritan returned to Jesus because gratitude always 

leads us back to the source. That is why this celebration takes place 

at the altar. After fifty years, the greatest truth this couple can 

proclaim is this: “The Lord has been good to us.” 

And perhaps that is the final wisdom of marriage: not that two people 

managed to hold onto each other for fifty years, but that through all 

the changing seasons of life, God held onto them both. 

A young boy once watched his grandparents walking slowly together 

after sixty years of marriage. Their steps were weak and unsteady, 

but their hands remained tightly joined. The boy asked his 

grandfather, “Why do you still hold Grandma’s hand all the time?” 

The old man answered, “Because if I let go for even a moment, I 

might forget how much of my life God gave me through her.” 

Today we celebrate not only years lived, but grace remembered. And 

so with grateful hearts we say: 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget His goodness.” 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dearly beloved, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church 

and pledged your lives to one another in holy matrimony. 

Today, in gratitude for God’s enduring grace, 

renew before Him the promises you once made. 

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord, 

for the gift of these fifty years. 

Before God and His Church, 

I renew my promise to love you, honor you, and remain faithful to 

you 

in joy and in sorrow, 

in health and in sickness, 

all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord, 

for the gift of these fifty years. 

Before God and His Church, 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you, and remain faithful to 

you 

in joy and in sorrow, 

in health and in sickness, 

all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

May the Lord, 

who has sustained your covenant through fifty years of grace, 

continue to deepen your love, strengthen your faith, 

and fill your home with peace and gratitude. 

May your lives remain a living witness 

that faithful love is possible 

when rooted in God. 
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And may Almighty God bless you, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Gathered in gratitude for God’s countless blessings upon these 

Jubilarians, let us now bring before the Lord our prayers for the 

Church, the world, and all families. 

1.For the Church, that she may continue to proclaim God’s faithful 

love and strengthen married couples in fidelity, forgiveness, and 

holiness, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For all married couples, especially those struggling through trials 

and discouragement, that God may renew their strength and help 

them persevere in love, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For these Golden Jubilarians, that their witness of gratitude and 

enduring commitment may inspire younger generations to trust in the 

beauty of lifelong covenant love, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. For families divided by misunderstanding, resentment, or distance, 

that hearts may be softened through forgiveness and reconciliation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For our departed loved ones who helped shape and support this 

marriage through the years, that they may rejoice forever in God’s 

eternal kingdom, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, 

You never cease to bless those who place their trust in You. 

Receive these prayers we offer with grateful hearts, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice of thanksgiving, offered in gratitude for fifty years of 

grace, faithful love, and God’s sustaining presence, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the source of every blessing 

and the faithful guide of all who place their trust in You. 

In Your providence You joined these Jubilarians in the covenant of 

marriage, 

and through fifty years of joys and trials 

You strengthened them with patience, forgiveness, perseverance, 

and love. 

You taught them to recognize Your hand 

not only in moments of celebration, 
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but also in times of struggle and sacrifice. 

And today, like the grateful Samaritan who returned to give thanks, 

they come before Your altar acknowledging 

that every good gift has come from You. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we praise You, as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say the prayer that unites every grateful heart as one 

family in God: 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by Your mercy, 

we may always remain grateful for Your countless blessings, 

faithful in love, steadfast in trials, 

and joyful in hope as we await the blessed coming 

of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your 

will. 

Teach us to cherish one another with grateful hearts, 

to heal wounds through forgiveness, 

and to preserve in our families the peace that only Your love can 

give.                                                                                                                   

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 

In this Eucharist, the Lord who has faithfully sustained this marriage 

for fifty years now nourishes us again with His enduring love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Gratitude is the memory of the heart. 

Today this altar has become a place of remembrance — 

remembrance of prayers answered, burdens shared, tears 

comforted, and love sustained through grace. Fifty years ago, a 

journey began with hope; today it continues with deeper faith. And 

the same God who guided every step will remain faithful still. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this holy Eucharist 

You have once again nourished us 

with the Bread of life and the Cup of salvation. 
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As these Jubilarians give thanks 

for fifty years of married life, 

grant that strengthened by this sacrament, 

they may continue to walk together in faith, 

shine with gratitude, 

and bear witness to Your enduring love 

all the days of their lives.                                                                                  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May God the eternal Father, 

who is the source of all love and fidelity, 

continue to bless these Jubilarians and their family. 

May He grant them grateful hearts in times of joy, 

courage in times of trial, 

patience in moments of weakness, 

and peace in every season of life. 

May their home always remain 

a place of prayer, reconciliation, kindness, and hope. 

And may their witness remind all who know them 

that enduring love is one of God’s greatest gifts. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth in peace, 

glorifying the Lord by lives filled with gratitude, fidelity, and love. 

And may the witness of these Golden Jubilarians inspire all families 

to trust in God’s enduring grace. 

 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“The secret of a lasting marriage is not that life was always easy, but 

that through every season, they never stopped returning to love, to 

gratitude, and to God.” 
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6. The Beauty of Growing Old Together                                                      

Proverbs 16:31; Luke 2:25–38                                                              

THEME: “Growing Old Together in the Light of God’s Promise” 

INTRODUCTION 

Many years ago, an old man was seen every evening walking slowly 

through a village carrying a lantern. Someone asked him, “Why do 

you still carry a light when your eyes can hardly see?” The old man 

smiled and replied, “This light is not for me. It is for those who walk 

with me, so that none of us may stumble in the dark.” 

Fifty years of marriage is like that lantern. It is not merely about 

surviving time; it is about becoming light for one another through 

changing seasons, fading strength, silent sacrifices, 

disappointments, forgiveness, and enduring love. 

In today’s readings, Proverbs reminds us that gray hair is a crown of 

glory, and the Gospel presents Simeon and Anna—two elderly souls 

whose long years had ripened into wisdom, patience, and hope. 

They teach us that growing old is not losing life, but allowing love 

and faith to mature into something beautiful and holy. 

As we gather to celebrate this Golden Wedding Anniversary, we also 

recognize that no marriage grows beautiful without God’s mercy. 

There were moments of weakness, impatience, hurt, and failure to 

love fully. Therefore, with humble hearts, let us ask the Lord for 

pardon and peace. 

 

 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You walk beside us through every season of life and 

never abandon those who trust in You: Lord, have mercy.                            

Christ Jesus, You teach husbands and wives to forgive one another 

and to grow old together in faithful love: Christ, have mercy.                       

Lord Jesus, You are the light that guides us when strength fades and 

the years grow heavy: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May Almighty God, who crowns faithful love with enduring grace, 

forgive us our sins, heal what age and weakness have wounded, 

strengthen us in patience and tenderness,                                                        

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God,                                                                                                                 

You are the source of enduring love 

and the strength of all who remain faithful through the passing years. 

As we celebrate this Golden Wedding Jubilee, 

teach us to grow old with grateful hearts, 

to walk together in wisdom and peace, 

and to become living signs of Your steadfast love in the world. 

Grant that, strengthened by Your grace, 

we may journey faithfully toward the eternal joy                                              

You promise Your people.                                                                                            

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HOMILY 

An elderly woman once visited her husband every single day in a 

nursing home. He no longer recognized her because of advanced 

memory loss. One nurse finally asked her, “Why do you keep coming 

if he does not know who you are?” 

She gently held her husband’s hand and replied, “Because I still 

know who he is.” 

That is love at its purest. 

Not love when life is easy. 

Not love when youth is beautiful. 

Not love when dreams are fresh. 

But love that remains when memory fades, when bodies weaken, 

when the world changes, and when all that remains is the promise 

once made before God. 

Today’s celebration is not simply about fifty years passing. Time 

alone proves nothing. A stone can lie in a river for fifty years and 

never become holy. What we celebrate today is that through fifty 

years, love did not die. It was tested, purified, wounded, healed, 

stretched, and deepened. 

The Book of Proverbs says: “Gray hair is a crown of glory.” 

The world often fears aging. Society worships youth, speed, beauty, 

and strength. Wrinkles are hidden, weakness is denied, and old age 

is treated almost like a burden. But Scripture sees old age differently. 

Gray hair is not a defeat. It is a crown. Every wrinkle carries a story. 

Every white hair speaks of sacrifices nobody saw. 

A marriage that lasts fifty years contains hidden crucifixions. 

There were nights of worry. 

Times when money was short. 

Moments of misunderstanding. 

Silent tears shed alone. 

Dreams postponed for the sake of children. 

Forgiveness offered when pride wanted revenge. 

And yet they remained together. 

A young couple once asked an old married man, “What is the secret 

to staying married for so long?” 

The old man answered, “We came from a generation that repaired 

things instead of throwing them away.” 

That wisdom is disappearing today. Relationships are often treated 

like disposable objects. The moment difficulty comes, people walk 

away. But Christian marriage is not built on convenience. It is built on 

covenant. 

That is why Simeon and Anna in today’s Gospel are so beautiful. 

They had grown old waiting for God. Their waiting did not make them 

bitter; it made them wise. Age had purified their vision. While 

younger eyes saw only an ordinary child in the temple, Simeon 

recognized salvation. Anna recognized hope. 

There is a wisdom that only time can teach. 

A young person often sees life as possession. 

An elderly person begins to see life as gift. 

A young person asks, “What can I achieve?” 

An older person asks, “What truly matters?” 
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And after fifty years of marriage, what finally matters is not wealth, 

status, success, or appearance. What matters is this: 

Did we love? 

Did we remain faithful? 

Did we help one another reach God? 

An elderly husband was once asked what he loved most about his 

wife after sixty years of marriage. People expected him to mention 

her kindness or beauty. Instead he said, “She became the place 

where I learned how God loves me.” 

That is the deepest meaning of Christian marriage. Husband and 

wife slowly become sacraments of God’s tenderness to one another. 

Growing old together is holy because it teaches surrender. 

In youth we trust our strength. 

In old age we learn dependence. 

We walk slower. 

We need help. 

We realize that life itself is grace. 

And perhaps that is why older love can become more beautiful than 

youthful romance—because it is stripped of illusion. It becomes 

quieter, deeper, gentler, and more truthful. 

Today we honour not simply endurance, but transformed love. 

And yet the journey is not finished. Fifty years is not the end of the 

story. Simeon and Anna remind us that every human love ultimately 

points beyond itself toward eternal love. 

One final story. 

A journalist once asked an elderly couple celebrating their 

anniversary, “After fifty years, what keeps your marriage alive?” 

The husband looked at his wife for a long moment and said, “Every 

morning I wake up and discover that growing old with her is still the 

greatest adventure of my life.” 

That is the beauty of growing old together: 

to discover, even after many years, that love still has more depth to 

reveal, more tenderness to offer, and more grace to receive. 

And when two people walk faithfully together long enough, they 

eventually become what that old man with the lantern became at the 

beginning—light for others, so that no one else loses the way. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved Jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church and pledged 

your lives to one another. Today, with grateful hearts, you renew 

those sacred promises. 

Renewal of Vows 

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for this woman whom You have given me as 

companion and friend. Through joy and sorrow, strength and 

weakness, You have kept us together in love. Today I renew my 

promise to love you, honour you, comfort you, and remain faithful to 

you all the days of my life. 
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Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for this man whom You have given me as 

companion and friend. Through changing years and countless 

graces, You have guided our journey together. Today I renew my 

promise to love you, honour you, comfort you, and remain faithful to 

you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

You are faithful through every generation. 

Bless these Jubilarians who for fifty years have walked together in 

covenant love. 

Crown their years with peace, deepen their friendship, strengthen 

them in weakness, and fill their home with gratitude and joy. 

May their lives continue to shine as a witness of enduring love for 

their children, grandchildren, and all who know them. 

And after the long journey of this earthly life, may they rejoice 

together in the eternal wedding feast of heaven. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

With confidence in the God who remains faithful through every 

season of life, let us bring before Him our prayers for the Church, the 

world, and these Jubilarians. 

1. For the Church, that she may continue to guide married couples 

with wisdom, compassion, and hope, teaching the beauty of faithful 

love through all the stages of life, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For married couples, especially those struggling with difficulties, 

that they may find strength in forgiveness, patience, and prayer, we 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For the Jubilarians we honour today, that the Lord may reward 

their fidelity with peace, good health, and deep joy in their remaining 

years together, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. For children and grandchildren, that they may treasure the witness 

of enduring love given by their elders and learn to value commitment 

and sacrifice, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For the elderly, the lonely, and those whose later years are 

burdened by illness or sorrow, that they may never lose hope and 

may experience the loving presence of God beside them, we pray to 

the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

God of everlasting love, 

You are the companion of all who journey through life in faith.                    

Hear these prayers and keep us faithful                                                           

until the day we rejoice forever in Your presence. 

Through Christ our Lord.                                                                          

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that this sacrifice,                                                    

offered in thanksgiving for years of faithful love                                                    

and for the grace to grow old together in peace and holiness,                     

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
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PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the God who walks with Your people                                     

through every season of life. 

In youth You bless us with hope, 

in maturity You strengthen us through sacrifice, 

and in old age You crown faithful love with wisdom and peace. 

In the union of Christian marriage, 

You reveal the tenderness of Your own faithful heart. 

Through years marked by joy and sorrow,                                                                            

success and struggle, 

You teach husband and wife to become companions in grace, 

bearing one another’s burdens                                                                               

and leading one another toward heaven. 

Today You have blessed these Jubilarians                                                          

with fifty years of covenant love. 

Their lives proclaim that true love is patient,                                                         

enduring, forgiving, and faithful. 

Their witness shines as a light to younger generations                                       

and as a sign of Your unchanging presence among us. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, as with one voice we sing: 

 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

As children of the faithful God                                                                        

who never abandons those who walk together in love,                                 

let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us. 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that sustained by Your mercy, 

we may remain steadfast in love through every season of life, 

patient in suffering, faithful in commitment, 

and joyful in the hope of eternal reunion with You. 

As we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

You said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you. 

Look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                                

in accordance with Your will.                                                                         

Strengthen especially all married couples,                                              

that in moments of weakness                                                                            

they may choose understanding over anger,                                             

forgiveness over pride,                                                                                       

and enduring love over discouragement.                                        

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 

He is the faithful companion who walks beside us                                   

through every stage of life and nourishes us with enduring love.                                    

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION                                                

Lord, 

today we have witnessed the quiet beauty of faithful love. 

Not perfect love, 

but love purified by time, forgiveness, sacrifice, and grace.              

Teach us that growing old is not losing life, 

but learning to love more deeply. 

May the witness of these Jubilarians remind us                                              

that holiness is often found in ordinary fidelity— 

in daily kindness, patient endurance, and steadfast companionship. 

And when our own strength fades, 

may we discover that Your love remains forever young.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                     

Lord our God, through this holy Eucharist 

You have nourished us with the Bread of life 

and strengthened us in the path of faithful love. 

Grant that, inspired by the witness of these Jubilarians, 

we may persevere in charity, 

grow in wisdom through the passing years, 

and become signs of hope and peace to one another. 

May our earthly journey lead us at last 

to the eternal banquet of heaven.                                                       

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who joined you in covenant love fifty years ago, 

continue to keep your hearts united in peace and tenderness. Amen. 

May He bless your children and grandchildren, 

that your family may always remain rooted in faith, gratitude, and 

mutual care. Amen. 

May your home continue to shine as a light of hope, patience, and 

enduring love for all who enter it. Amen. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love. 

And may the witness of these Jubilarians remind us all                                        

that the beauty of life is not found in remaining young forever,                      

but in growing old together with grace, faith, and love. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“The greatest beauty of marriage is not that two people stay young 

together, but that through the passing years they help one another 

become more loving, more faithful, and closer to God.” 
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7. Marriage as a Living Gospel                                                                   

Philippians 2:1–5; Matthew 5:14–16                                                          

THEME: “A Marriage that Shines: Fifty Years as a Living Gospel” 

INTRODUCTION 

There is an old story of a village that suffered repeated power 

failures every night. Houses disappeared into darkness, fear grew, 

and people shut themselves indoors. Yet at the far end of the village 

stood one small house that never failed to shine. Every evening, the 

elderly couple who lived there would light a lantern and place it at the 

window. Travelers found direction because of that light. Lost children 

found courage because of that light. Neighbours began lighting their 

own lamps because of that light. Years later, when the couple died, 

the villagers realized something profound: the brightest light in the 

village had not been the lantern, but the faithful love that kept lighting 

it night after night. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: “You are the light of the world.” And 

Saint Paul, writing to the Philippians, urges believers to live with one 

mind, one love, and humble hearts. For fifty years, our jubilarians 

have tried to make their marriage not merely a private relationship, 

but a visible Gospel — a light quietly shining through sacrifices, 

forgiveness, fidelity, tears, prayer, and enduring love. 

Yet even the brightest lamps need the mercy of God to keep burning. 

There were moments of weakness, impatience, wounded words, 

forgotten kindness, and failures in love. Therefore, with humble 

hearts, let us acknowledge our sins and ask the Lord for pardon and 

peace. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS                                      

Lord Jesus, You called husbands and wives to reflect Your faithful 

love before the world: Lord, have mercy.                                                           

Christ Jesus, You teach us that true greatness is found in humility, 

patience, and self-giving love: Christ, have mercy.                                     

Lord Jesus, You are the light that continues to shine even through 

human weakness and suffering: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION                                                                           

May Almighty God, 

who never ceases to rekindle the fading flame of love, 

forgive the times we failed to shine with kindness,                                             

patience, and humility; 

heal what was wounded by selfishness and pride; 

strengthen in us the light of Christ that no darkness can overcome, 

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                                         

O God,                                                                                                  

source of every enduring love and light of every faithful home, 

who taught us through Your Son 

that a life lived in humility and goodness                                                      

becomes a light for the world, 

look graciously upon these jubilarians                                                     

who celebrate fifty years of married life.                                                             

Through joys and trials You sustained them; 

through weakness You remained faithful; 

through ordinary days You revealed extraordinary grace. 

Grant that their witness may continue to inspire their family,                      

the Church, and the world, 

so that many may come to know Your love                                                    



37 
 

through the Gospel they have lived.                                                                

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

HOMILY 

A journalist once asked an elderly couple who had been married for 

over sixty years, “What kept your marriage together for so long?” 

The old woman smiled and answered: 

“We were born in a time when if something broke, you repaired it — 

you did not throw it away.” 

That answer carries the wisdom of the Gospel. 

Today, in a world that often treats relationships as temporary and 

disposable, fifty years of marriage stands like a lighthouse against a 

stormy sea. It tells the world that love can endure. That promises still 

matter. That faithfulness is possible. 

Jesus says in today’s Gospel: 

“You are the light of the world… your light must shine before others.” 

Notice: Jesus does not say, “You should try to become light.” 

He says, “You are light.” 

Christian marriage is not merely a social arrangement. It is meant to 

become visible Gospel. People should be able to look at a faithful 

husband and wife and understand something about God. 

Children learn forgiveness not from books, but from watching parents 

reconcile after conflict. 

Grandchildren learn fidelity not from lectures, but from seeing 

wrinkled hands still holding each other after fifty years. 

Neighbours learn hope when they see a couple continue loving 

through sickness, disappointments, financial struggles, 

misunderstandings, and grief. 

Saint Paul in Philippians gives the secret of such enduring love: 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition… regard others as more 

important than yourselves.” 

The world says: “Protect yourself first.” 

The Gospel says: “Give yourself first.” 

That is why lasting marriages are built less on romance and more on 

daily sacrifice. 

There is another story about a husband whose wife suffered memory 

loss in old age. Every morning in the nursing home, he arrived at 

exactly 8:00 AM to feed her breakfast. A nurse asked him, “Does 

your wife recognize you?” 

He replied softly, “No… she no longer knows who I am.” 

The nurse then asked, “Then why do you still come every day?” 

The old man answered, “Because I still know who she is.” 

That is covenant love. 

That is Gospel love. 

That is light shining in darkness. 

Dear jubilarians, your marriage survived not because every day was 

easy, but because God remained present in the difficult days. The 

world celebrates success, beauty, youth, and achievement. But 

Heaven treasures perseverance. 
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You have preached sermons without standing at a pulpit. 

You have evangelized without microphones. 

Your patience became a homily. 

Your forgiveness became a testimony. 

Your sacrifices became living Scripture. 

And perhaps the greatest lesson of fifty years is this: love is not 

sustained by grand moments alone, but by countless unnoticed acts 

of goodness — waiting, listening, serving, praying, remaining. 

A teacher once asked children to describe love. One child answered: 

“Love is what makes someone stay when they could leave.” 

Simple words. But they contain the whole Gospel. 

Today, we thank God because your marriage became exactly that — 

a staying love. A faithful love. A Gospel that could be seen. 

And now let me end with another story. 

In a cathedral in Europe hangs an enormous chandelier that has 

burned for generations. Tourists admire its brilliance, but few notice 

the tiny chain holding it to the ceiling. One guide explained: “The 

chandelier shines because every single link in the chain continues to 

hold.” 

That is the story of fifty years of marriage. 

Not one grand heroic moment, 

but thousands of hidden moments held together by grace: 

a prayer whispered before sleep, 

an apology offered after anger, 

a hand extended after hurt, 

a sacrifice nobody applauded, 

a decision — again and again — to remain faithful. 

Dear jubilarians, for fifty years you have kept the chain unbroken. 

And because you remained faithful, your marriage still shines. 

Not merely as a human achievement, 

but as a living Gospel before the world. Amen. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church and promised 

yourselves to one another in love and fidelity. Today, in gratitude for 

God’s faithfulness, renew those sacred promises. 

Husband 

I renew my promise to you, 

to remain faithful in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, 

to love and honour you all the days of my life.                                              

Wife 

I renew my promise to you, 

to remain faithful in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, 

to love and honour you all the days of my life. 
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Priest: Lord God, 

You are the source of enduring love. 

Bless these jubilarians                                                                                   

who for fifty years have reflected Your faithful presence. 

May the light that shone in their marriage                                                   

continue to illumine their family and all who know them. 

Renew their strength, deepen their peace, 

and fill their remaining years with gratitude, health, and joy. 

May their children and grandchildren                                                            

always find in them wisdom, faith, and hope. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

As we celebrate this Golden Jubilee of marriage, let us pray to God 

the Father, whose faithful love sustains every family and whose light 

continues to shine through lives lived in humility and love. 

1. For the Church, that she may continue to be a light in the world, 

guiding families toward holiness, fidelity, and compassionate love, let 

us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.   

2. For all married couples, especially those struggling through 

difficulties, that they may find strength in Christ who teaches humility, 

patience, and enduring love, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.                                                                                    

3. For these jubilarians, that God who sustained them for fifty years 

may continue to bless them with health, peace, joy, and deep 

gratitude, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.                                   

4. For children and young people preparing for marriage, that they 

may discover that true love is built not on selfishness but on sacrifice 

and fidelity, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For our departed family members and friends, especially those 

who once shared in the journey of these jubilarians, that they may 

rejoice forever in the eternal light of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Father of light and everlasting love, 

receive these prayers we offer with grateful hearts. 

Teach us to shine before the world through lives of humility, 

faithfulness, and peace. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice, offered in thanksgiving for fifty years of faithful love 

and for the light Christ continues to shine through this family, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the source of every faithful covenant 

and the light that shines through every home rooted in love. 

In Christ Your Son, 
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You taught us that true greatness is found in humility,                                 

service, and self-giving love.                                                                        

Today You fill Your Church with joy 

as these jubilarians celebrate fifty years of married life. 

Through changing seasons and hidden sacrifices, 

through trials and blessings alike, 

Your grace sustained them. 

Their fidelity has become a witness to their children, 

a strength to this community, 

and a living sign of the Gospel before the world.                                             

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, as without end we acclaim:  

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER                                                                  

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say the prayer that unites every Christian home                          

and teaches us to live as one family in humility,                                  

forgiveness, and love:  

EMBOLISM                                                                                            

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, by the help of Your mercy, 

we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress.                            

May every family wounded by division find healing, 

and may the light of faithful love 

continue to shine in a world 

often darkened by selfishness and despair,                                                    

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE                                                                       

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                            

in accordance with Your will.                                                                            

May the homes of Your people                                                                   

become places where forgiveness is stronger than anger,                       

faith stronger than fear, and love stronger than every trial. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                       

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 

In this Eucharist, Christ continues to nourish and sustain every 

faithful marriage with His enduring love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION                                                      

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined before God. 

Today, after receiving the Body of Christ,                                                                  

we realize the deeper mystery:                                                              

throughout those fifty years, Christ Himself has walked with them.       

He was present in the laughter of their youth, 

in the burdens they silently carried, 

in the forgiveness that healed wounds, 

and in the quiet perseverance that kept love alive.                                      

The world notices shining moments. 

God notices shining hearts. 
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And perhaps the greatest miracle of this Golden Jubilee                             

is not simply that they remained together, 

but that through ordinary days lived faithfully, 

their marriage became a living Gospel. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

we thank You for nourishing us with the Bread of Life 

and for sustaining these jubilarians                                                            

through fifty years of faithful marriage.                                                              

May this Eucharist strengthen all families                                                              

to become lights in the world, 

living witnesses of humility, forgiveness, perseverance, and love. 

And may these jubilarians                                                                                 

continue to reflect the joy and fidelity of Christ                                                   

in the years ahead. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who has been your companion through fifty years of marriage, 

continue to walk beside you in peace and joy.                                                        

May He bless your home with gratitude, 

your hearts with enduring love, 

and your family with unity and faith.                                                                

May your children and grandchildren learn from your example 

that faithful love is one of God’s greatest gifts to the world.                             

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your lives.                                                

And may the light of faithful love                                                                  

continue to shine through your homes, 

so that the world may see not only your goodness, 

but the living Gospel of Christ within you. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“A lasting marriage is not built by one great act of love,                          

but by thousands of small acts of faithfulness                                                   

that keep the light burning.” 
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8. The Golden Harvest of Faithful Love                                                         

Galatians 6:7–10; John 4:35–38                                                                

Theme: “The Golden Harvest of Faithful Love” 

INTRODUCTION 

There is an old farming story about a couple who inherited a dry and 

stubborn piece of land. Neighbours laughed when they saw them 

planting seeds year after year with little visible result. Yet every 

morning before sunrise, the husband would till the soil while the wife 

carried water from a distant well. “Why do you keep working?” 

people asked. The old woman answered quietly, “Because harvests 

belong to those who refuse to stop sowing.” Decades later, that 

once-barren land became the most fruitful field in the valley. Their 

harvest did not come in one season; it came through fidelity. 

Today, as we celebrate this Golden Wedding Jubilee, the Word of 

God speaks of sowing and harvesting. Saint Paul reminds us not to 

grow weary in doing good, while Jesus tells His disciples that the 

fields are ripe for harvest. Fifty years of marriage are not built on 

grand moments alone. They are built on daily sowing: small 

sacrifices, forgiven hurts, patient endurance, shared prayers, hidden 

tears, and steadfast love. 

As we gather around this altar, we recognize that not every seed we 

planted in life was good seed. There were moments when love 

weakened, patience failed, and faith wavered. Therefore, trusting in 

the mercy of the Lord who never abandons the field of our lives, let 

us now acknowledge our sins and prepare ourselves to celebrate 

these sacred mysteries. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You are the Sower of every good seed, yet we have 

often failed to cultivate love with patience and tenderness. 

Lord, have mercy.                                                                                       

Christ Jesus, You call us not to grow weary in doing good, yet we 

have allowed discouragement and selfishness to wound 

relationships. Christ, have mercy.                                                                             

Lord Jesus, You bring forth a harvest from lives surrendered to You, 

yet we have not always trusted in Your timing and grace. 

Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May Almighty God have mercy on us,                                                          

forgive us the times we failed to sow love faithfully,                                         

heal the wounds caused by impatience, selfishness, and neglect, 

strengthen us to persevere in goodness and charity,                                     

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                                             

O God, who in Your providence teach us 

that every act of faithful love bears fruit in its proper season, 

look with kindness upon these Jubilarians 

as they celebrate fifty years of married life. 

Strengthen in all families the grace to persevere in love, 

to labour generously in times of trial, 

and to trust always in the harvest promised by Christ Your Son. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HOMILY 

A traveller once came upon an elderly man planting mango trees. He 

laughed and said, “Old man, these trees take many years to bear 

fruit. You will never live long enough to eat these mangoes.” The old 

farmer smiled and replied, “My father planted trees whose fruits I 

enjoyed. Now I plant for those who come after me.” 

That is what faithful love does. It plants beyond itself. It sows for the 

future. It believes that sacrifices made today will become blessings 

tomorrow. 

Dear friends, today we celebrate not merely fifty years of living 

together, but fifty years of sowing. Saint Paul tells us: “Let us not 

grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest.” 

Every marriage begins with joy, but only faithful marriages reach 

harvest. 

The Gospel speaks of fields ripe for harvest. But before harvest 

comes hidden labour. Nobody applauds the farmer when he wakes 

before dawn. Nobody celebrates him when he pulls weeds under the 

scorching sun. The celebration comes later — after years of unseen 

fidelity. 

That is the story of every lasting marriage. 

There is a touching story of an elderly wife caring for her husband 

who no longer remembered her because of illness. A nurse once 

asked, “Why do you still visit him every single day when he doesn’t 

even know who you are?” The woman answered, “He may not know 

who I am, but I still know who he is.” That is covenant love. That is 

harvest love. Love that survives not because feelings remain easy, 

but because promises remain sacred. 

Fifty years teach a couple something young love cannot yet 

understand: love is more decision than emotion, more perseverance 

than excitement, more surrender than possession. 

In every marriage there are seasons. There are spring times of joy 

and winters of silence. There are moments when prayers seem 

unanswered and days when burdens feel heavy. Yet the miracle of 

Christian marriage is this: when husband and wife continue sowing 

goodness even in hard soil, God quietly prepares a harvest beneath 

the surface. 

Perhaps the greatest harvest of these fifty years is not achievements 

or possessions, but people — children taught to pray, grandchildren 

who learned tenderness by watching, neighbours encouraged by 

quiet example, friendships sustained through generosity. A faithful 

marriage evangelizes without preaching. It becomes living Gospel. 

An old priest once visited a dying couple who had been married for 

sixty years. Their house was poor and simple. Before leaving, the 

priest noticed two rocking chairs on the porch worn smooth by time. 

The husband said softly, “Father, every evening we sat here 

together, even after arguments, until peace returned.” The priest 

later said, “Those two chairs preached a greater sermon than many 

pulpits.” 

Dear Jubilarians, your fifty years have preached such a sermon. 

The world today often celebrates what is fast, disposable, and 

temporary. But your marriage stands like a golden field ready for 
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harvest — proof that faithful love is still possible, that promises still 

matter, and that God still works miracles through ordinary people 

who refuse to stop sowing goodness. 

And so today, the Church does not merely congratulate you. The 

Church thanks God for you. 

For every hidden sacrifice. 

For every forgiven wound. 

For every prayer whispered in difficult nights. 

For every act of fidelity when no one was watching. 

Because none of those seeds were lost. 

And remember this: the harvest is not over yet. 

There is a beautiful legend about an old candle in a monastery 

chapel. For years it burned quietly before the Blessed Sacrament 

until only a tiny flame remained. Another candle mocked it and said, 

“You are almost finished.” The old candle replied, “Perhaps. But look 

how many other candles were lit from my flame.” 

That is the meaning of this Golden Jubilee. 

A faithful marriage grows old, but its light multiplies. 

Its harvest continues in hearts it has touched. 

And long after the years have passed, its love still feeds the world.  

Amen. 

 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved Jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church and promised 

yourselves to one another in lifelong fidelity. Today, with grateful 

hearts, renew before the Lord the covenant that has sustained you 

through every season of life. 

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for the gift of these fifty years. 

Before God and His Church, I renew my promise to love you, honour 

you, comfort you, and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for the gift of these fifty years. 

Before God and His Church, I renew my promise to love you, honour 

you, comfort you, and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

You are the source of enduring love and lasting fidelity. 

Look with tenderness upon these Jubilarians 

who have faithfully sown love through fifty years of married life. 

Bless the work of their hands, the memories they cherish, 

the family they nurtured, and the faith that sustained them. 

May their remaining years be filled with peace, gratitude, and joy, 

and may their witness continue to inspire future generations. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL                                                               

Gathered in thanksgiving for the golden harvest of faithful love,             

let us bring before our heavenly Father                                                         

the prayers of the Church and of all families. 

1. For the Church, that she may continue to proclaim the beauty 

and holiness of faithful marriage in a world longing for lasting 

love, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For these Jubilarians, that the Lord who sustained them 

through fifty years may continue to bless them with health, 

peace, and deep joy, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

3. For married couples facing difficulties, that they may not grow 

weary in doing good but rediscover hope, forgiveness, and 

strength in Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For children and grandchildren, that they may learn from the 

witness of faithful love and build families rooted in faith, 

sacrifice, and prayer, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

5. For all who planted seeds of goodness in our lives and have 

now gone before us into eternal life, that they may reap the 

joy of God’s eternal kingdom, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

Father of all goodness, 

You bring forth a harvest from every seed planted in faith. 

Hear these prayers and help us persevere in love and goodness until 

the day we rejoice in Your eternal harvest. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that this sacrifice,                                                   

offered in thanksgiving for the golden harvest of faithful love                              

and for all the hidden seeds of goodness sown                                          

through these fifty years,                                                                                           

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the faithful Gardener of human hearts, 

and You never cease to nurture the seeds of love                                          

You have planted within us. 

In Christian marriage                                                                                                   

You reveal the beauty of steadfast covenant love, 

teaching husband and wife to persevere                                                             

through every season of life 

until their fidelity bears abundant fruit. 

Today You have granted these Jubilarians 

the joy of celebrating fifty years of married life. 

Through joys and sorrows, abundance and hardship, 

You remained their strength, their refuge, and their hope. 

Their union has become a living witness 

that love rooted in Christ never grows barren. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we praise You, as without end we acclaim: 
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INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching,                               

let us pray to the Father                                                                                         

who gives growth to every seed of goodness                                                    

and gathers all His children into the harvest of eternal life. 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,                                                        

graciously grant peace in our days,                                                                           

that, sustained by Your mercy,                                                                     

we may never grow weary in doing good,                                                         

but persevere in faith and love                                                                           

as we await the blessed hope                                                                           

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

You said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                                 

in accordance with Your will. 

May the peace that sustained these Jubilarians                                               

through every season of life                                                                                       

also strengthen our families to remain faithful,                                         

forgiving, and united in love.                                                                           

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 

In this Eucharist, Christ gathers the harvest of faithful hearts and 

nourishes us with the Bread of enduring love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two lives were placed into God’s hands                      

like seeds entrusted to the earth.                                                                   

Through seasons of joy and sorrow,                                                              

through ordinary days and difficult nights,                                                             

God quietly brought forth a harvest of love.                                                    

Today, nourished by the Eucharist,                                                                     

we remember that every act of faithful goodness                                              

bears fruit in God’s time.                                                                                

The harvest of love is never lost in the hands of Christ. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this holy Eucharist 

You have nourished us with the Bread of life 

and strengthened us for the work of faithful love. 

Grant that these Jubilarians and all gathered here 

may continue to sow goodness generously, 

persevere in charity patiently, 

and one day rejoice in the eternal harvest of Your kingdom.                       

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who joined you in the covenant of marriage 

continue to make your love fruitful and steadfast. 

Amen. 

May He bless your children and grandchildren, 

and keep your family united in faith, peace, and mutual care. 

Amen. 

May your lives continue to shine 

as a golden harvest of faithful love for the Church and the world. 

Amen. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth in peace,                                                                                            

glorifying the Lord by lives that continue to sow goodness,                     

fidelity, and love in the world.  

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“The greatest harvest in life                                                                                  

comes from the small seeds of love                                                              

faithfully sown every day.” 

 

9. Through Joys and Sorrows, God Remained Faithful               

Lamentations 3:22–26; Matthew 28:20                                                        

Theme: “Held by Mercy, Guided by Faithfulness” 

INTRODUCTION                                                                                                

Fifty years ago, a young couple stood before the altar with dreams 

larger than their understanding. They could not see the illnesses, 

sacrifices, misunderstandings, financial worries, tears, 

reconciliations, and silent acts of love that would shape their 

marriage. Like travellers walking through fog, they only saw the next 

step. Yet today, looking back across fifty years, they discover what 

the prophet Jeremiah discovered in the ruins of Jerusalem: “The 

steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.” God was faithful even on 

the days when life was not easy.                                                                    

There is an old story of a sailor caught in a violent storm at sea. The 

waves shattered the mast, and all night he believed the boat would 

sink. At dawn, exhausted and trembling, he noticed something 

surprising: while he had been fighting the storm, an unseen current 

had quietly carried him toward the harbor. Many marriages survive 

not because the storms were weak, but because God’s hidden grace 

was stronger. Today this Golden Jubilee celebrates not merely 

human endurance, but divine faithfulness. 

As we gather around this altar, we also remember that along the 

journey there were moments of impatience, failures to love perfectly, 

words left unsaid, and times when faith weakened. Yet Christ never 

abandoned His promise: “I am with you always.” Trusting in His 

mercy that sustained this marriage for fifty years, let us now 

acknowledge our sins and prepare ourselves to celebrate these 

sacred mysteries. 
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PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS                                         

Lord Jesus, You remained faithful through every joy and sorrow of 

married life: Lord, have mercy.                                                                       

Christ Jesus, You lifted this family through trials, disappointments, 

and hidden sacrifices: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, You continue to walk with Your people and never 

abandon those who trust in You: Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION                                                                      

May almighty God,                                                                                             

who never ceases to show mercy to His children,                                          

forgive us our sins,                                                                                            

heal the wounds caused by selfishness and pride,                                 

strengthen us in faithful love, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                               

O God, whose compassion never fails 

and whose faithfulness endures through every generation, 

You have graciously sustained Your servants 

through fifty years of married life. 

Through joys and sorrows, successes and struggles, 

You remained their strength, hope, and companion.                                         

As we rejoice in this Golden Jubilee, 

renew in all families the grace of perseverance, 

the courage to forgive, 

and the wisdom to trust in Your unfailing presence.                                

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY                                                                                                          

A village priest once visited an elderly couple who had been married 

for over sixty years. Their home was simple, worn by time, and filled 

with ordinary things. On the kitchen table sat an old cracked cup 

glued together many times. The priest asked jokingly, “Why don’t you 

throw this away?” 

The husband smiled and replied, “Because it still holds tea.” 

The wife quietly added, “And because what has been repaired with 

love becomes more precious than what was never broken.” 

That old cup is a beautiful image of Christian marriage. 

Today we celebrate fifty years of marriage — not fifty years without 

problems, but fifty years without giving up. The readings today are 

not romantic fantasies. They are realistic. The Book of Lamentations 

was written during suffering, destruction, and tears. Yet from the 

middle of pain comes one of the most hopeful lines in Scripture: 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.” 

Real faith is not proven when everything goes well. Faith is proven 

when people continue trusting God when life becomes heavy. 

Every marriage has seasons. There are spring times of excitement, 

summers of productivity, autumns of change, and winters of sorrow. 

Some years bring abundance; others bring silence. Yet the miracle 

of this Golden Jubilee is that through every season, God remained 

faithful. 

Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “I am with you always.” 

Not sometimes. Not only in success. Always. 
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He was present on the wedding day. 

He was present during financial struggles. 

He was present during sleepless nights with children. 

He was present during misunderstandings and reconciliations. 

He was present in sickness, loneliness, aging, and uncertainty. 

Sometimes God’s presence is loud like thunder. More often, it is 

quiet like breath. 

There is a story about a woman caring for her husband who had lost 

much of his memory through illness. One day a visitor asked her, 

“Why do you continue caring for him with such tenderness when he 

no longer remembers who you are?” 

She answered, “Because I still remember who he is.” 

That is covenant love. 

The world often speaks about love as emotion. But Christian 

marriage is deeper. Love is decision. Love is fidelity. Love is 

remaining when leaving would be easier. Love is choosing the same 

person again and again, even after disappointment. That is why 

marriage becomes holy — because it reflects the faithfulness of God 

Himself. 

And yet, no marriage survives on human strength alone. 

At Cana, when the wine failed, Jesus transformed ordinary water into 

something beautiful. In every lasting marriage, there are moments 

when the “wine” runs out — patience runs out, health runs out, 

money runs out, energy runs out. But those who invite Christ into 

their home discover that He still performs miracles quietly. 

Fifty years teach an important truth: happiness is not found in a 

perfect life, but in a faithful heart. 

An old farmer once said after fifty years of marriage, “The secret is 

simple. We learned to face problems side by side instead of face to 

face.” That wisdom reflects the Gospel. Marriage fails when husband 

and wife fight each other. Marriage grows when both fight together 

against selfishness, pride, fear, and despair. 

Dear jubilarians, your greatest achievement is not the number of 

years, but the grace that carried those years. Your life has become a 

sermon to younger generations. In a world where promises are 

easily broken, your fidelity announces that lasting love is still 

possible. 

And perhaps the deepest lesson of fifty years is this: God never 

wastes suffering. Tears watered the roots of your marriage. 

Forgiveness deepened your love. Trials purified your hearts. What 

once seemed unbearable became the very place where grace 

entered most powerfully. 

A grandfather once planted a mango tree knowing he would never sit 

long enough to enjoy its fullest shade. When asked why he planted 

it, he replied, “Because someone planted trees for me.” 

That is what faithful marriages do. They plant shade for future 

generations. Children, grandchildren, and even strangers rest 

beneath the witness of enduring love. 

Today, this Golden Jubilee is not simply about looking backward with 

gratitude. It is also about looking forward with trust. The same God 
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who walked with this couple through fifty years will continue walking 

with them until eternity. 

And one day, when all earthly journeys are complete, the Lord who 

said, “I am with you always,” will welcome His faithful servants into 

the eternal wedding feast where love will never grow old, tears will 

never return, and faithfulness will shine forever in the presence of 

God. Amen. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you joined your hands and hearts before God. Today, 

in gratitude for His enduring mercy, renew the promises you made in 

faith and love. 

Husband: 

Blessed are you, N., my beloved wife. 

For fifty years we have walked together through joys and sorrows. 

Today, before God and His Church, 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                                                       

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are you, N., my beloved husband. 

For fifty years we have shared life’s blessings and burdens together. 

Today, before God and His Church, 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                                                            

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

 

Blessing:                                                                                                              

Lord God, 

source of enduring love and fidelity, 

look with kindness upon these jubilarians. 

You sustained them through years of laughter and tears, 

through times of abundance and moments of trial. 

Bless their home with continued peace, 

their hearts with gratitude, 

their family with unity, 

and their remaining years with deep trust in Your presence. 

May their witness continue to strengthen younger families, 

and may they one day rejoice together 

in the eternal banquet of heaven.                                                                 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Trusting in the steadfast love of God that never fails                                           

and in Christ who remains with His people always,                                                   

let us present our prayers to the Father. 

1. For the Church: 

That the Church may continue to be a sign of God’s faithful 

love in a wounded world, bringing hope to families burdened 

by trials and discouragement. Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For married couples: 

That husbands and wives may learn to persevere in love, 

forgive generously, and discover God’s presence even in 

difficult moments. Lord, hear our prayer.  
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3. For the jubilarians and their family: 

That the Lord who guided them through fifty years may 

continue to bless them with health, peace, joy, and unity. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For those who suffer in marriage or family life: 

That those carrying loneliness, grief, separation, illness, or 

financial burdens may find strength and consolation in Christ 

who never abandons His people. Lord, hear our prayer.  

5. For all of us gathered here: 

That we may become faithful witnesses of enduring love, 

planting hope and goodness for future generations. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

Father of mercy and fidelity, 

receive these prayers offered with trusting hearts. 

As You remained faithful through every joy and sorrow, 

keep us always close to You. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that this sacrifice of thanksgiving,                    

offered in gratitude for God’s faithfulness                                             

through fifty years of married life,                                                                        

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the faithful companion of Your people, 

guiding them through seasons of joy and sorrow. 

In Your wisdom You bless human love 

and strengthen the covenant of marriage with Your grace. 

Today You have gathered us in thanksgiving 

for these jubilarians whom You sustained for fifty years. 

Through trials You gave them courage, 

through blessings You taught them gratitude, 

and through every changing season 

You remained steadfast in mercy and love. 

In their fidelity we see a reflection of Your own enduring covenant, 

and in their perseverance we glimpse the presence of Christ 

who promised never to abandon His people.                                                      

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER                                                          

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching,                                    

let us pray with confidence to the Father                                                          

whose faithful love never abandons His children: 

EMBOLISM                                                                                                      

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by Your mercy, 

we may remain faithful through every trial                                                            

and joyful in every blessing, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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PRAYER FOR PEACE                                                                                 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

You said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you. 

Look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                                        

in accordance with Your will. 

Strengthen all families with patience, reconciliation,                                            

and enduring love,                                                                                                   

so that homes may become places                                                                     

where Your faithful presence is experienced every day. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 

In every season of life He remains faithful to His promise:                           

“I am with you always.” 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION                                                       

Fifty years pass quickly when viewed through the eyes of eternity. 

What remains is not wealth, achievement, or success,                                           

but love that endured.                                                                                         

Christ, whom we have received in this Eucharist,                                                

has walked beside this couple through every chapter of their journey. 

The same Lord who sustained them yesterday                                                      

will remain with them tomorrow.                                                                               

In the quiet of this sacred moment,                                                                   

let us thank God for the miracle of faithful love. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                  

Nourished by the Bread of Life, we thank You, Lord, 

for sustaining Your servants through fifty years of married life. 

May this Eucharist deepen their trust in Your unfailing mercy 

and strengthen all families in unity, perseverance, and peace.                          

As Christ has remained with us always, 

keep us faithful until the day 

we share fully in the eternal banquet of heaven.                                                

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who united your hearts in faithful love 

continue to strengthen and sustain you all your days. Amen.                       

May He bless your children and grandchildren 

with unity, peace, and the wisdom to cherish lasting love. Amen. 

May your home remain a place of prayer, forgiveness, joy, and hope, 

where Christ is always welcomed and never forgotten. Amen. And 

may almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL                                                                                                            

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love. 

And may the witness of this Golden Jubilee                                                          

remind the world that through every joy and sorrow,                                           

God remains faithful.  

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT                                                                               

“A lasting marriage is not the story of two perfect people,                      

but the story of a faithful God                                                                              

who never stopped walking with them.” 
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10. Fifty Years of Shared Crosses and Shared Joys                            

Romans 8:18–28; Luke 24:13–35                                                           

Theme: “Walking Together with Christ Through Every Cross and 

Every Joy” 

INTRODUCTION                                                                                        

In the mountains of northern Italy there stands an old bridge built 

during the war. The bridge still carries thousands of people every 

day, but hidden underneath are deep scars from bombings and 

repairs. A tourist once asked an old villager, “Why don’t you rebuild it 

completely?” The old man replied, “Because the scars are the proof 

that it carried people through difficult times.” 

Today, as this couple celebrates fifty years of marriage, we do not 

honour a perfect life without wounds. We honour a love that carried 

each other through sickness and health, misunderstandings and 

reconciliations, fears and hopes, crosses and joys. Like the disciples 

on the road to Emmaus, they discovered again and again that Christ 

was walking beside them even when they did not recognize Him.  

The Gospel today tells us that the disciples first spoke about their 

disappointments before they recognized the risen Lord in the 

breaking of the bread. Every enduring marriage also has its Emmaus 

moments — days of confusion, tears, sacrifice, and silent endurance. 

Yet Christ transforms even wounded moments into grace-filled 

memories. St. Paul reminds us today: “All things work together for 

good for those who love God.”                                                                               

As we begin this Eucharist, we acknowledge that along our own 

journeys we too have sometimes failed to recognize Christ walking 

with us. We have carried crosses impatiently, withheld forgiveness, 

or lost hope in difficult moments. Let us therefore ask the Lord for 

mercy and peace. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS  

Lord Jesus, You walked beside the disciples in their moments of 

sorrow and confusion: Lord, have mercy.                                                               

Christ Jesus, You reveal Your presence in the breaking of the bread 

and in faithful love: Christ, have mercy.                                                      

Lord Jesus, You turn crosses into pathways of resurrection and joy: 

Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May Almighty God, 

who patiently walks beside us through every trial and every blessing, 

forgive us for the times we failed to trust His presence, 

heal the wounds we carry in our hearts and families, 

strengthen us with the grace of enduring love, 

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                                         

O God, 

who revealed Your Son to the disciples on the road to Emmaus 

and have sustained Your servants N. and N. 

through fifty years of shared crosses and shared joys, 

grant that, walking always in Your presence, 

they may continue to recognize Christ 

in one another, in their family, and in the Eucharist. 

Renew all of us in faithful love, steadfast hope, 

and joyful perseverance through every trial of life.                                      

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HOMILY 

A young nurse once cared for an elderly man dying in a hospital. 

Every evening, an old woman came quietly to sit beside him. She 

would comb his hair, wipe his face, and hold his hand for hours 

without speaking. One day the nurse asked her, “After all these 

years, what keeps you coming every day?” 

The old woman smiled and said, “When we married, we promised to 

walk each other home. We are almost there now.” 

That is what we celebrate today — not merely fifty years of marriage, 

but fifty years of walking each other home. 

The disciples in today’s Gospel were walking away from Jerusalem 

carrying disappointment and broken hopes. They spoke of shattered 

dreams: “We had hoped…” Those are painful words. Every marriage 

at some point also says silently: “We had hoped…” We had hoped 

life would be easier. We had hoped sickness would not come. We 

had hoped finances would improve. We had hoped children would 

understand us. We had hoped there would be fewer tears. 

Yet the beauty of the Emmaus story is this: Jesus joins them 

precisely in their disappointment. He does not wait for perfect faith 

before walking beside them. 

That is the hidden miracle of fifty years of marriage. Christ walks 

quietly in ordinary things. 

A man once said after forty-five years of marriage: “I used to think 

love was fireworks. Now I know love is staying awake in the hospital 

chair.” 

That is Romans 8 in daily life. “The sufferings of this present time are 

not worth comparing with the glory to be revealed.” Christian 

marriage is not built on uninterrupted happiness. It is built on faithful 

presence. 

Over fifty years, this couple surely carried many crosses unseen by 

others. Some crosses are public — illness, financial burdens, grief. 

But some are silent crosses known only to husband and wife: 

sacrifices never noticed, tears shed privately, forgiveness offered 

quietly, dreams surrendered lovingly. 

And yet St. Paul says today: “All things work together for good.” 

Notice — not some things, but all things. Even failures can become 

grace when surrendered to God. 

There is an old Japanese art called kintsugi. When a bowl breaks, 

artisans repair it with gold. The cracks are not hidden; they become 

the most beautiful part of the bowl. The brokenness becomes part of 

its glory. 

That is what God does in faithful marriages. The scars become 

sacred. The wounds become wisdom. The tears become 

tenderness. 

And then comes the turning point in Emmaus: “They recognized Him 

in the breaking of the bread.” 

How many times in fifty years did Christ reveal Himself at the family 

table? In shared meals, family prayers, reconciliations after 

arguments, sacrifices for children, caring during sickness, and 

kneeling together in church. Marriage becomes holy not because life 

avoids suffering, but because Christ enters suffering and transforms 

it. 
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A grandfather celebrating his golden anniversary once told his 

grandson, “The secret of marriage is simple — every morning I 

asked God to help me love your grandmother more than yesterday.” 

That is holiness. Not dramatic perfection, but daily fidelity. 

Today we honour not only the joys this couple experienced, but also 

the crosses they carried together. Because the deepest love is not 

proven in celebration halls but in difficult nights. 

And here is the final beauty of the Gospel: the disciples returned to 

Jerusalem with burning hearts. The same road that once carried 

sadness now carried mission and joy. 

After fifty years, this couple now becomes a living sermon to younger 

generations. In a world afraid of commitment, they proclaim that 

faithful love is possible. In a world that abandons relationships 

quickly, they proclaim endurance. In a world seeking temporary 

happiness, they witness to covenant love. 

And perhaps one day, near the end of life’s journey, they too will 

hear Christ say gently: “You walked faithfully together. Come home.” 

A little boy once saw an elderly couple holding hands very slowly 

while crossing the street. He asked his mother, “Why are they 

walking so carefully?” The mother replied, “Because after many 

years together, they know how precious it is not to lose each other.” 

That is today’s celebration. 

For fifty years, through crosses and joys, Christ has walked with 

them — and they have not let go of each other’s hands. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS                                                                                                  

Dear N. and N., 

fifty years ago you joined hands before God and His Church.                          

Today, in gratitude for God’s faithful love,                                                    

renew before this community the promises you made to one another. 

Renewal of Vows:                                                                                          

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord,                                                                                   

for this woman whom You have given me as companion and friend. 

With gratitude I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                          

and remain faithful to you in joy and sorrow,                                                             

in sickness and health, all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord,                                                                                     

for this man whom You have given me as companion and friend. 

With gratitude I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                      

and remain faithful to you in joy and sorrow,                                                                  

in sickness and health, all the days of my life. 

Blessing:                                                                                                    

Lord God, source of enduring love and faithful covenant, 

look kindly upon these jubilarians. 

You have sustained                                                                                           

them through fifty years of shared crosses and shared joys. 

Continue to walk beside them in peace and health. 

Bless their children, grandchildren, and all who are part of their lives. 

May their home remain a place of prayer, forgiveness,                               

wisdom, and joy. 
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And after this earthly pilgrimage, 

bring them together into the eternal wedding feast of heaven. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL                                                                           

Brothers and sisters, 

trusting that Christ walks with His people through every sorrow                 

and every joy, let us place our prayers before Him.                                            

1. For the Church, that she may continue to accompany families with 

compassion, wisdom, and hope, especially those carrying heavy 

crosses, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For N. and N., celebrating fifty years of marriage, that Christ may 

continue to strengthen them with peace, health, and joy, let us pray 

to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

3. For married couples struggling through difficulties, 

misunderstandings, illness, or loss, that they may discover Christ 

walking beside them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For young people preparing for marriage, that they may value 

commitment, sacrifice, fidelity, and lifelong love, let us pray to the 

Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

5. For our departed family members and friends who shared our 

earthly journey, that they may rejoice forever at the heavenly 

banquet of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

Lord God, 

You make all things work together                                                                             

for the good of those who love You. 

Hear the prayers we offer with confidence and gratitude, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS                      

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

offered for fifty years of faithful love, steadfast endurance,                                 

and God’s abiding presence through every cross and joy, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE                                                                                                         

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.                                                        

For You never abandon Your people on the journey of life. 

In moments of sorrow You remain our strength, 

and in times of joy You teach our hearts gratitude. 

Through Your Son,                                                                                       

walking beside the disciples on the road to Emmaus, 

You revealed that no human path is walked alone.                                                

Today You have blessed Your servants N. and N. 

with fifty years of covenant love. 

Through trials and consolations, through labour and celebration, 

You formed their marriage into a witness of faithful love                                    

and enduring hope.                                                                                         

In the breaking of the bread, 

You continue to reveal the presence of Christ, 

who transforms wounds into grace and daily sacrifices into holiness. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, as without end we acclaim: 
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INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER                                                                           

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to pray to the Father 

who walks beside His children through every cross and every joy: 

EMBOLISM                                                                                                  

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by Your mercy, 

we may never lose hope along life’s journey. 

Strengthen all married couples in fidelity and patience, 

comfort families burdened by suffering, 

and keep us always close to Christ, 

who walks beside us even when we fail to recognize Him, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE                                                                                     

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                                   

in accordance with Your will. 

Strengthen especially the peace of families and married couples, 

that homes may become places                                                                      

where forgiveness is stronger than resentment                                                  

and love stronger than every trial. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                   

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who walks with us through every cross and every joy, 

who reveals Himself in the breaking of the bread                                             

and strengthens us with enduring love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION                                                 

Lord Jesus, 

today You have reminded us 

that love becomes holy through perseverance. 

You walked beside Your disciples in confusion and sorrow, 

and You have walked beside this couple for fifty years.                                   

Thank You for every unseen sacrifice, every quiet forgiveness, 

every shared burden, and every moment of joy.                                                                             

Remain with us, Lord, for evening draws near, 

and keep our hearts burning with love                                                                 

until we reach our eternal home. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Nourished by the Bread of Life, we thank You, Lord, 

for sustaining Your servants N. and N. 

through fifty years of faithful marriage. 

As You revealed Your Son in the breaking of the bread, 

continue to reveal His presence in their home and family. 

May all of us learn to carry one another’s burdens                                          

with patience and love, 

until we share together in the eternal joy of heaven.                                    

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who has been your companion through fifty years of marriage, 

continue to strengthen and protect you. Amen. 

May He bless your family with unity, peace, and enduring faith. 

Amen. 

May your home always remain filled with gratitude, forgiveness,            

and joy. Amen. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, 

glorifying the Lord by walking faithfully with one another                               

through every cross and every joy. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“The deepest marriages are not those without wounds,                                    

but those in which Christ transforms every wound                                         

into a path toward love, fidelity, and holiness.” 

 

 

 

11. A Legacy of Love for Children and Grandchildren          

Deuteronomy 6:4–9; Matthew 19:13–15                                                   

THEME: “A Love Remembered in Children, Continued in 

Generations”   

INTRODUCTION   

There is a story of an old grandfather whose hands trembled so 

much at table that he often spilled his food. His son and daughter-in-

law, embarrassed by the mess, moved him to a small corner and 

gave him a wooden bowl so that nothing valuable would break. One 

evening, they noticed their little boy quietly carving a piece of wood. 

“What are you making?” they asked. The child answered innocently, 

“I am making bowls for you when you grow old.” The room fell silent. 

In that moment, the parents realized that children do not merely 

listen to what we say — they become what they see. Love, respect, 

faith, forgiveness, prayer: these are handed down less by instruction 

and more by example. 

Today, as we celebrate this Golden Wedding Jubilee, we thank God 

not only for fifty years of marriage, but for a living legacy. The love 

shared by this couple has become a shelter for children, strength for 

grandchildren, and a testimony of faith for all who know them. Like 

the words of Deuteronomy, they have tried to write God’s love upon 

the hearts of the next generation — not perfectly, but faithfully. 

Yet every family also carries wounds, regrets, unfinished 

conversations, moments when love was delayed or faith weakened. 

Therefore, with humble hearts, let us ask the Lord for mercy and 

healing as we prepare to celebrate these sacred mysteries. 
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PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS                                        

Lord Jesus, You taught us that love within the family becomes a 

blessing for generations: Lord, have mercy.  

Christ Jesus, You welcomed children and revealed the tenderness of 

the Father: Christ, have mercy.  

Lord Jesus, You call husbands and wives to become living witnesses 

of faith, patience, and forgiveness: Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION                                                                       

May almighty God, who renews families in love,                                              

heal every wound within our hearts,                                                                

forgive our sins, strengthen us in faithfulness,                                                            

and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                                                

O God, 

source of every blessing and foundation of every family, 

we thank You for sustaining Your servants                                                   

through fifty years of married love. 

Through joys and sacrifices, 

through the gift of children and grandchildren, 

You have remained their strength and companion.                                                   

Grant that their witness of faith and fidelity 

may continue to inspire future generations 

to walk in love, prayer, and trust in You. 

May all families gathered here 

learn to treasure one another as sacred gifts from Your hand. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son … Amen. 

HOMILY 

A village teacher once asked her students to write an essay entitled: 

“What is love?” Most children wrote about flowers, gifts, birthdays, 

and hugs. But one quiet little girl wrote only one sentence: 

“Love is my grandmother holding my grandfather’s hand when he 

can no longer remember her name.” 

That is the kind of love we celebrate today. 

Fifty years of marriage is not simply the passing of time. Anybody 

can count years. But only love can fill years with meaning. Fifty years 

means thousands of hidden sacrifices nobody applauded. It means 

forgiving before sleeping. It means worrying about children, paying 

bills, facing sickness, surviving misunderstandings, and still deciding, 

again and again: “I will stay.” 

The Book of Deuteronomy tells the people of Israel: 

“Take these words into your heart… repeat them to your children.” 

Faith is never inherited automatically. Every generation is only one 

generation away from forgetting God. That is why parents and 

grandparents become the first Bible children ever read. 

A grandfather once said to his grandson, “I cannot preach long 

sermons anymore, but every morning your grandmother and I kneel 

beside our bed and pray for all of you.” Years later, after the 

grandfather died, the grandson admitted: “I forgot many things my 

grandfather said, but I can never forget seeing him pray.” That is 

legacy. Not property. Not money. Not achievements. But faith lived 

quietly and consistently. 
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In the Gospel today, people brought little children to Jesus, and the 

disciples tried to send them away. But Jesus said, “Let the little 

children come to me.” The world often sees children as interruptions; 

Jesus sees them as treasures. And grandparents understand this 

deeply. By the time grandchildren arrive, people realize that success 

fades, beauty fades, careers end — but relationships remain. 

There is another story about an elderly couple celebrating sixty years 

of marriage. Someone asked the wife, “How did you stay together so 

long?” She smiled and answered, “We came from a generation that 

repaired things instead of throwing them away.” That sentence 

speaks not only about marriage but about families, faith, and 

relationships. Today’s world quickly throws away people, 

commitments, promises, and even parents when they become 

inconvenient. But Christian love repairs, heals, waits, and 

perseveres. 

Dear jubilarians, your children and grandchildren may not remember 

every word you spoke. But they will remember the atmosphere you 

created in your home. Did they see forgiveness? Did they see 

prayer? Did they see tenderness? Did they see faithfulness when life 

became difficult? These are the invisible treasures that shape 

generations. 

A priest once visited an old dying man and asked him, “What are you 

most grateful for?” The man pointed toward the next room where his 

children and grandchildren were laughing together. With tears in his 

eyes he whispered, “That they still come home.” At the end of life, 

this is what matters: not how rich we became, but whether love 

remained alive. 

And perhaps that is the greatest miracle of this Golden Jubilee — not 

merely that two people stayed together for fifty years, but that 

through them, many others learned how to love. 

So today we thank God not only for a marriage, but for a legacy. A 

legacy written not on stone, but on hearts. A legacy carried in 

children, grandchildren, and generations yet unborn. 

And may one day, when history forgets our names, the love we gave 

still continue in the lives of those who came after us. Amen.  

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS                                                                                                   

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church and promised 

yourselves to one another in love and fidelity. Today, with grateful 

hearts, renew before God the covenant you have faithfully lived.                     

Renewal of Vows:                                                                                   

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord,                                                                                     

for this woman whom You have given me as companion and friend. 

Through joy and sorrow, strength and weakness,                                            

You have sustained our love.                                                                        

Today I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                                        

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life.                                           

Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord,                                                                                                                                                                                     

for this man whom You have given me as companion and friend. 

Through every season of life, Your grace has upheld us.                            

Today I renew my promise to love you,                                                                   

honour you, and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 



61 
 

Together: 

Lord, keep us united in Your love,                                                                 

and make our family a blessing for generations to come. Amen. 

Blessing                                                                                                        

Lord God, 

creator of love and guardian of every family, 

look with kindness upon these jubilarians. 

You have guided them through fifty years of married life, 

through moments of joy and seasons of trial.                                                      

Bless them now with peace in their hearts, 

health in their bodies, 

wisdom in their words, 

and joy in their children and grandchildren. 

May their home continue to radiate faith, hospitality, and forgiveness. 

And may future generations learn from their witness 

that enduring love is possible through Your grace.                                      

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Gathered in thanksgiving for fifty years of faithful married love, and 

trusting in God who blesses families through every generation, let us 

now present our prayers to Him.    

1.For the Church throughout the world: that she may continue to 

strengthen marriages, support families, and help parents and 

grandparents pass on the treasure of faith to future generations, let 

us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

2.  For these jubilarians, whose fifty years of marriage we celebrate 

today: that the Lord may continue to fill them with peace, gratitude, 

good health, and the joy of seeing their family walk in faith and love, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For children and grandchildren everywhere: that they may grow 

not only in knowledge and success, but also in kindness, reverence, 

compassion, and love for God, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear 

our prayer. 

4. For families wounded by division, misunderstanding, distance, or 

loneliness:  that Christ, who welcomed little children and restored 

broken hearts, may bring healing, reconciliation, and hope, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For all deceased parents, grandparents, spouses, and family 

members who handed on faith to us by their example: that God may 

welcome them into the eternal home of peace and joy, let us pray to 

the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, 

You are the source of every lasting love and every holy family. 

Receive the prayers we offer with grateful hearts, 

and help us become a blessing for generations to come. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice, offered in thanksgiving for fifty years of faithful love 

and for the blessings handed on through children and grandchildren, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
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PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For in Your wisdom and goodness 

You created man and woman in love 

and united them in the covenant of marriage, 

so that through mutual self-giving 

they might become a sign of Your faithful love in the world. 

Through fifty years of married life, 

You have sustained these jubilarians with Your grace. 

You strengthened them in moments of trial, 

renewed them in times of weakness, 

and blessed them with children and grandchildren 

who continue the legacy of faith and love they received. 

In every generation You reveal 

that love rooted in You never grows old, 

but becomes a blessing for the future 

and a witness of hope for the world. 

And so, with Angels and Archangels, 

with Thrones and Dominions, 

and with all the hosts and powers of heaven, 

we sing the hymn of Your glory, 

as without end we acclaim: 

 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, 

with gratitude for the gift of family, and trusting in the Father                        

whose love endures through every generation, we dare to say:     

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, by the help of Your mercy, 

we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress. 

Strengthen all families in unity and forgiveness, 

protect children and grandchildren in faith and goodness, 

and help us to leave behind a legacy of love 

that endures beyond our lifetime, as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                                    

in accordance with your will.                                                                                      

May Your peace dwell in every home represented here today, 

healing old wounds, strengthening family bonds, 

and teaching each generation                                                                                  

to cherish one another with patience and love.                                                

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 



63 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 

Today we give thanks for a love faithfully lived, 

for a family strengthened through grace, 

and for the blessings handed on from one generation to another. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two people stood before God with hopes they could 

not fully understand and promises they could not fully measure. 

Today, after decades of joys, struggles, tears, sacrifices, births, 

departures, reconciliations, and prayers, they stand not merely as 

husband and wife, but as living witnesses that love can endure. 

The Eucharist we have received is the quiet strength that sustains 

every Christian family. For love survives not by human effort alone, 

but by grace. The same Christ who blessed the wedding feast at 

Cana has walked through every room of this family’s history — in 

laughter around tables, in sleepless nights beside sickness, in 

whispered prayers for children, and in tears known only to God. 

And now the greatest gift remains: that love did not end with them. It 

continues in children, grandchildren, and in every life touched by 

their faithfulness. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this Eucharist You have nourished us 

with the Bread of life and the Cup of salvation.                                                   

We thank You for the faithful witness of these jubilarians, 

for the love that sustained them through fifty years, 

and for the family that has grown from their covenant of marriage.  

Grant that strengthened by this sacrament, 

they may continue to walk together in peace and gratitude, 

and that their children and grandchildren 

may always remain rooted in faith, hope, and love.                                        

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who in His goodness brought you together in marriage 

and sustained you through fifty years of faithful love, 

continue to bless and keep you. Amen. 

May He fill your home with peace, 

your hearts with gratitude, 

and your family with unity and joy. Amen. 

May your children and grandchildren 

carry forward the faith, kindness, and love 

they have received through your example. Amen. 

And may almighty God bless all of you, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your lives, 

and continue building a legacy of faith and love 

for generations yet to come. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“Children may inherit our possessions,                                                                

but the greatest inheritance we can leave them                                                    

is the example of a love that remained faithful to God                                         

and to one another.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. The Wisdom and Witness of Elderly Love                                         

Sirach 25:1–11; John 2:1–11                                                                           

THEME: “A Love Ripened by Time, Filled with Wisdom, and Blessed 

by Christ” 

INTRODUCTION 

There is an old story about a young man who once asked his 

grandfather, “How did you and grandma stay together for fifty 

years?” The old man smiled and pointed to a cracked wooden chair 

in the corner of the room. “Because,” he said, “we belonged to a 

generation that repaired things instead of replacing them.” 

In a world that often walks away when relationships become difficult, 

fifty years of married life shines like a sacred testimony. The 

readings today praise the beauty of faithful companionship and 

remind us that love grows most beautifully not in comfort alone, but 

through patience, sacrifice, forgiveness, and trust in God. 

In the Book of Sirach, we hear of the happiness and wisdom found in 

a faithful marriage. The Gospel at Cana reveals Christ quietly 

present within married life, transforming ordinary water into 

extraordinary wine. After fifty years, the greatest miracle is not simply 

that two people remained together, but that Christ remained with 

them — through joys and tears, abundance and struggle, youth and 

old age. 

As we celebrate this Golden Wedding Jubilee, we also recognize 

that no marriage, no family, and no human love is perfect. There 

were moments of impatience, wounded words, forgotten gratitude, 
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and failures to love as Christ teaches us. Therefore, with humble 

hearts, let us ask the Lord for mercy and forgiveness. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS                                       

Lord Jesus, You blessed the wedding feast at Cana and sanctified 

the love of husband and wife: Lord, have mercy.                                              

Christ Jesus, You remain faithful even when human love grows weak 

and weary: Christ, have mercy.                                                                      

Lord Jesus, You teach us to forgive, to endure, and to love until the 

end: Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION                                                                         

May Almighty God,                                                                                    

who through many years has sustained human love                                 

with divine grace,                                                                                                

forgive us our sins,                                                                                                  

heal the wounds caused by selfishness and pride,                                   

strengthen us in fidelity and charity, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                                 

O God, source of enduring love and giver of all wisdom, 

you have blessed your servants through fifty years of married life 

and taught them to walk together in faith, patience, and sacrifice. 

As your Son transformed water into wine at Cana, 

continue to renew their hearts with joy, peace, and steadfast love, 

so that their lives may remain a witness                                                                       

to younger generations of your faithful and abiding presence.                                                         

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY 

A journalist once interviewed an elderly couple who had been 

married for sixty years. He asked the wife, “In all those years, did you 

ever consider divorce?” 

She replied immediately, “Divorce? Never.” 

Then after a pause she added, “Murder… perhaps once or twice.” 

The room burst into laughter, but hidden inside that joke was a 

profound truth: lasting love is not built because two perfect people 

found each other; it is built because imperfect people chose each 

other again and again. 

Today’s readings honour precisely that kind of love. 

Sirach speaks of the joy of seeing husband and wife growing old 

together in harmony. It praises not youthful romance alone, but 

mature love — love tested by time, purified by sacrifice, and 

strengthened by faith. The world admires beauty that fades with age, 

but Scripture admires beauty that deepens with age. 

In the Gospel, Jesus attends a wedding feast at Cana. It is significant 

that His first miracle happens not in the Temple, not in a palace, but 

in the middle of ordinary family life. And the miracle happens when 

the wine runs out. 

Every marriage eventually experiences moments when “the wine 

runs out.” 

There are days when patience runs out. 

Health runs out. 

Money runs out. 
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Strength runs out. 

Sometimes even hope seems to run out. 

A husband once confessed after forty years of marriage: “There were 

days we loved each other deeply, and there were days we simply 

carried each other faithfully.” That may be one of the most honest 

definitions of marriage ever spoken. 

The miracle at Cana teaches us that when human love becomes 

empty jars, Christ can still fill them again. 

The servants at Cana filled the jars with ordinary water. Jesus 

transformed it into extraordinary wine. That is exactly what God has 

done in the lives of our jubilarians. They offered ordinary daily acts: 

going to work, raising children, caring during sickness, enduring 

misunderstandings, paying bills, praying together, forgiving quietly, 

waiting patiently. 

And over fifty years, Christ transformed those ordinary sacrifices into 

something sacred. 

There is another beautiful detail in today’s Gospel. The best wine 

came at the end. Usually, celebrations begin with the finest wine and 

end with what is lesser. But at Cana, the finest came later. 

That is the secret of faithful marriage. 

Young love is beautiful. 

But old love — faithful love — is holy. 

The wrinkles on the face of an elderly couple are often the 

fingerprints of sacrifice. Their slower walk together speaks more 

powerfully than many sermons. Their presence tells younger 

generations: love is possible; fidelity is possible; lifelong commitment 

is possible. 

A little granddaughter once saw her elderly grandparents holding 

hands while walking slowly to church. She asked her grandmother, 

“Why do you still hold grandpa’s hand after all these years?” The 

grandmother smiled and said, “Because if I let go, he may fall.” 

That is marriage. 

Holding each other up until the very end. 

Dear jubilarians, your fifty years together are not only your personal 

achievement; they are a witness to the Church and to the world. You 

remind us that love is more than emotion. Love is decision. Love is 

sacrifice. Love is perseverance. Love is grace. 

And above all, your lives proclaim that Christ truly remains in the 

home that invites Him. 

Let me end with this story. 

An elderly husband sat beside the hospital bed of his wife who no 

longer recognized him because of illness. A nurse asked gently, 

“Why do you keep coming every day when she does not even know 

who you are?” 

The old man smiled tenderly and replied, “She may not know me 

anymore… but I still know who she is.” 

That is faithful love. 

And that is how God loves us. 
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RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

after fifty years of married life, you now renew before God and His 

Church the covenant you first made in love and hope. 

Do you reaffirm your promise to remain faithful to one another in joy 

and sorrow, in sickness and health, and to continue loving and 

honouring each other all the days of your life? 

We do. 

Do you promise to continue witnessing to Christ through your family 

life, by forgiveness, patience, and steadfast love? 

We do. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

we praise you for these jubilarians 

who for fifty years have shared one table,                                                               

one home, one faith, and one journey. 

Bless their remaining years with peace and health. 

Strengthen their children and grandchildren                                                  

through the example of their fidelity. 

May their home continue to radiate wisdom, kindness, and joy, 

and may Christ, who blessed Cana with His presence, 

remain always at the centre of their family life.                                               

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Gathered in thanksgiving for the witness of faithful married love, let 

us now offer our prayers to God, whose love never fails. 

1.For the Church, that she may continue to support and strengthen 

married couples and families in fidelity, forgiveness, and holiness, let 

us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For the jubilarians, that the Lord who sustained them for fifty years 

may continue to fill their hearts with peace, health, joy, and enduring 

love, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For married couples facing difficulties, loneliness, or 

discouragement, that Christ may renew the “wine” of hope and 

reconciliation in their homes, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. For children and grandchildren, that they may learn from the 

wisdom and witness of faithful love and build families rooted in God’s 

presence, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For all departed spouses and family members who helped shape 

the lives of these jubilarians, that they may rejoice forever at the 

heavenly banquet, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, 

you transformed water into wine and ordinary lives into sacred 

witnesses of love. Hear the prayers we offer today and keep all 

families united in your grace. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that this sacrifice of thanksgiving,                     

offered in gratitude for fifty years of faithful love                                                 

and for the countless quiet sacrifices                                                  

transformed by Christ into grace,                                                                    

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For in your wisdom and goodness 

you created man and woman in love 

and called them to walk together in fidelity and trust. 

Through the years you sustain married life 

with patience in suffering, joy in companionship, 

and strength in forgiveness. 

In Christ your Son, who blessed the wedding feast at Cana, 

you reveal that your presence remains 

within every home that welcomes you. 

You transform ordinary human love 

into a living sign of your divine love for your people. 

Today we thank you especially for the witness of these jubilarians, 

whose fifty years together proclaim that faithful love, rooted in grace, 

becomes a light for generations to come.                                                      

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we praise you, as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At Cana, Christ brought joy to a family celebration.                                     

Trusting in the Father whose love sustains every faithful home,                        

let us now pray in the words Jesus Himself taught us. 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by your mercy, 

our families may remain united in love,                                                              

patient in trials, steadfast in forgiveness, and joyful in hope, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                          

in accordance with your will.                                                                             

May your peace dwell in every family,                                                    

strengthen weary hearts,                                                                                 

heal wounded relationships,                                                                                       

and teach us to hold one another with enduring tenderness 

throughout the journey of life.                                                                       

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who transforms ordinary lives with extraordinary grace. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two people stood before God with hopes they could 

not yet fully understand. Today, after decades of joys and struggles, 

they stand not merely with memories, but with wisdom. Love has 

matured. Faith has deepened. Grace has carried them farther than 

they could have walked alone. 

The Eucharist we received today reminds us that Christ remains 

present not only in the Church, but also in the quiet holiness of family 

life — in kitchens, hospital rooms, shared tears, reconciliations, and 

patient endurance. The finest wine truly comes later, when love has 

learned how to give itself completely. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Lord our God, 

we thank you for nourishing us 

with the Bread of Life 

as we celebrate this Golden Wedding Jubilee. 

Through this holy sacrament, 

continue to strengthen all married couples in fidelity and peace, 

and make the witness of these jubilarians 

a source of encouragement and wisdom 

for future generations.                                                                                       

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who united you in marriage 

continue to deepen your love and sustain your hearts. 

Amen. 

May He bless your children and grandchildren 

through the wisdom and example of your faithful lives. 

Amen. 

May your home always remain filled 

with prayer, peace, laughter, and mutual care. 

Amen. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace,                                                                                            

glorifying the Lord by the witness of faithful and enduring love. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“The greatest miracle of marriage is not                                                                    

that two people stayed together for fifty years,                                                   

but that Christ stayed with them through every one of those years.” 
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13. Covenant Love in a Disposable Culture                                                        

Hosea 2:21–22; Mark 10:6–9                                                                     

THEME: “A Love That Stayed: Covenant Fidelity in a Disposable 

Culture” 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1970, a newspaper carried the story of a Japanese lighthouse 

keeper and his wife who had lived for decades on a lonely island 

where storms frequently cut them off from the mainland. When asked 

how they survived such isolation for so many years, the old man 

smiled and said, “Every evening before lighting the lamp, I looked at 

her face and remembered why I must keep the light burning.” Love 

endured because someone chose, day after day, not to let the light 

go out. 

Today, in a culture where many relationships are treated as 

temporary, convenient, and replaceable, we gather to celebrate 

something profoundly countercultural: fifty years of covenant love. 

Through changing seasons, sacrifices, misunderstandings, joys, 

illnesses, and hopes, this couple has continued to keep the lamp 

burning. Their marriage has become not merely a private story, but a 

public witness that faithful love is still possible because God Himself 

remains faithful. 

Yet even faithful love bears wounds. There were moments of 

impatience, failures to understand, words left unsaid, and burdens 

carried imperfectly. As we prepare to celebrate these sacred 

mysteries, let us acknowledge our sins and ask the Lord whose 

covenant never fails to renew our hearts in mercy and love. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS                                          

Lord Jesus, You call husband and wife to become one heart and one 

spirit: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, You remain faithful even when human love grows 

weak: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, You are the eternal Bridegroom who sanctifies every 

covenant of love: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION                                                                                   

May almighty God, 

who never abandons those united in love, 

forgive us our failures in fidelity, patience,                                               

tenderness, and trust. 

May He heal what has been wounded, 

strengthen what has grown weary, 

and deepen within us the grace to love as He loves. 

May almighty God have mercy on us,                                                           

forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.  

COLLECT                                                                                                     

God, whose faithful love endures from generation to generation, 

You consecrated the covenant of marriage 

as a living sign of Your unbreakable union with Your people. 

As we celebrate this Golden Jubilee, 

strengthen this husband and wife                                                                     

in the grace that has sustained them for fifty years, 

and make their home a lasting witness 

that love rooted in You can endure every storm.                                          

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HOMILY 

A journalist once visited an elderly couple who had been married for 

over sixty years. He asked them the secret of their long marriage. 

The old woman quietly replied, “We were born in a time when if 

something broke, we repaired it — we did not throw it away.” 

That one sentence explains much of today’s Gospel. 

We live in a disposable culture. Phones are replaced yearly. 

Furniture is discarded. Promises are easily abandoned. Even 

relationships are often treated as temporary arrangements rather 

than sacred commitments. But Jesus speaks with startling clarity 

today: 

“What God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

Marriage, according to Jesus, is not merely a contract based on 

convenience; it is a covenant rooted in God Himself. Contracts last 

only as long as both parties are satisfied. Covenants endure 

because they are sustained by faithfulness, sacrifice, and grace. 

The prophet Hosea gives us one of the most tender descriptions of 

God’s love in all Scripture: 

“I will espouse you to me forever… in fidelity and in mercy.” 

God does not love us temporarily. He does not abandon us 

whenever we fail. His love stays. That is why Christian marriage 

becomes a reflection of God’s own heart. 

Fifty years ago, this couple stood before God with youthful dreams 

and trembling hope. They could not possibly have foreseen all that 

life would bring — the unexpected sorrows, financial worries, 

sleepless nights, sacrifices for children, anxieties about the future, 

moments of misunderstanding, perhaps even times when silence 

filled the house more than words did. 

But covenant love is proven not in easy days but in difficult ones. 

There is an old story about a man whose wife developed Alzheimer’s 

disease. Every morning he went to the nursing home to feed her 

breakfast. One day a nurse asked him, “Does your wife know who 

you are?” He replied softly, “No… she no longer knows me. But I still 

know who she is.” 

That is covenant love. 

Love that remembers when memory fades. 

Love that stays when emotions fluctuate. 

Love that chooses fidelity over convenience. 

Dear friends, this is why today is holy. We are not merely celebrating 

longevity. We are celebrating perseverance in grace. 

And yet, faithful marriages are never perfect marriages. They survive 

because forgiveness became stronger than pride. At some point over 

fifty years, one spouse learned to say, “I’m sorry,” and the other 

learned to say, “I forgive you.” 

A priest once asked an elderly husband, “After fifty years, do you still 

love your wife?” The old man smiled and answered, “Some days I 

carried the love. Other days the love carried me.” 

Beautiful marriages are sustained not by constant romance but by 

daily fidelity: preparing meals, waiting through sickness, paying bills, 
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praying together, sacrificing quietly, beginning again after arguments, 

holding hands in hospital corridors, and refusing to walk away. 

In a disposable culture, your marriage has become prophetic. 

Without preaching a sermon, you have told younger generations that 

lasting love is possible. You have become living witnesses that 

marriage is not built merely on feelings but on grace. 

Today the Church thanks God for you. Your home has become a 

small sanctuary where God’s covenant was lived imperfectly, but 

faithfully. 

And perhaps that is the deepest truth: human love alone could never 

sustain fifty years. Only God could. 

There is a final story. 

During a terrible storm in the North Atlantic, a ship lost power and 

drifted dangerously toward the rocks. Through the darkness, the 

captain suddenly saw the steady beam of a lighthouse guiding them 

away from destruction. Later he said, “That single light saved every 

life aboard.” 

Dear jubilarians, for fifty years your fidelity has been such a light. In a 

world confused about love, commitment, and sacrifice, your marriage 

shines quietly but powerfully. And long after this celebration ends, 

that light will continue guiding others toward hope, faithfulness, and 

God. 

May the Lord who joined your lives together continue to keep your 

lamp burning until the day you stand together before Him in eternal 

light. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church and pledged 

your lives to one another. Today, with grateful hearts, renew before 

the Lord the covenant you have faithfully lived. 

Renewal of Vows:                                                                                

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for the gift of my wife. 

Before God and His Church, I renew my promise 

to be faithful to you in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, 

to love and honour you all the days of my life.                                           

Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for the gift of my husband. 

Before God and His Church, I renew my promise 

to be faithful to you in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, 

to love and honour you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, source of faithful love, look kindly upon these jubilarians. 

You have sustained them through fifty years of covenant life. 

Renew their strength, deepen their peace, 

and keep their hearts united in gratitude and tenderness. 

Bless their children and grandchildren, 

and make this family a witness to enduring love in a changing world. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Celebrating God’s faithful covenant revealed in fifty years of married 

love, let us now bring our prayers before the Lord who never 

abandons His people. 

1. For the Church, that she may continue to proclaim the 

sacredness and beauty of faithful marriage in a world that 

often forgets the meaning of covenant love, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

2. For these jubilarians, that the Lord who has guided them 

through fifty years may continue to fill their hearts with peace, 

gratitude, and enduring affection, let us pray to the Lord.  

3. For married couples experiencing trials, misunderstandings, 

illness, or loneliness, that they may discover healing, 

reconciliation, and renewed strength in God’s grace, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

4. For young people preparing for marriage, that they may value 

commitment, sacrifice, and lifelong fidelity over passing 

convenience, let us pray to the Lord.  

5. For all our deceased family members and friends, especially 

those who supported and encouraged this marriage through 

the years, that they may rejoice in God’s eternal covenant of 

love, let us pray to the Lord.  

Father of everlasting fidelity, 

hear the prayers we offer with trusting hearts. 

Keep us steadfast in love                                                                                  

and faithful in every vocation You have given us. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice of thanksgiving,                                                                

offered in gratitude for fifty years of faithful covenant love,                              

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For in Your wisdom and love 

You established marriage as a sacred covenant, 

a sign of Your enduring union with Your people. 

In a world where promises are often forgotten, 

You continue to reveal through faithful spouses 

that love strengthened by grace can endure all things. 

Today You have filled Your Church with joy 

as these jubilarians celebrate fifty years of married life. 

Through seasons of blessing and burden, 

You remained their strength, their refuge, and their peace. 

Their fidelity has become a light for younger generations 

and a witness to the power of Your abiding love. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we praise You, as without end we acclaim: 
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INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to pray to the Father 

whose faithful love sustains every covenant                                                       

and whose mercy keeps every lamp of love burning: 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by Your mercy, 

we may remain faithful in love, steadfast in trials, 

and hopeful amid the changing realities of this world, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                     

in accordance with your will. 

Strengthen all married couples with the grace to remain faithful 

through every storm                                                                                        

and to become signs of reconciliation and hope in our divided world. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who remains eternally faithful to His people. 

Happy are those nourished by the love that never fails. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined by God. 

Today, after countless ordinary sacrifices and hidden acts of love, 

that covenant still stands. 

The Eucharist we have shared reminds us                                                     

that enduring love is never sustained by human strength alone. 

Christ Himself becomes the food of every faithful marriage,                              

the quiet strength behind every reconciliation,                                               

every sacrifice, every new beginning. 

Where love remains faithful, God remains present. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

we thank You for nourishing us with the Bread of Life 

as we celebrate this Golden Jubilee of marriage. 

Strengthened by this sacrament, 

may these jubilarians continue to reflect Your steadfast love, 

and may all who witness their lives 

learn that true love endures through grace, sacrifice, and fidelity. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who united your hearts in covenant love, 

continue to deepen your joy and strengthen your fidelity. 

Amen. 

May He bless your children and grandchildren, 

and make your family a dwelling place of peace, forgiveness, and 

faith. 

Amen. 

May your fifty years of faithful love 

remain a guiding light for all who seek hope in a changing world. 

Amen. 

And may almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth in peace, 

glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love and enduring commitment.  

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“In a world that throws things away,                                                                       

faithful love becomes a lighthouse.” 

 

14. The Holy Family as Companion Through the Years                          

Colossians 3:12–21; Luke 2:41–52                                                          

THEME: “Walking Together with the Holy Family Through the Years” 

INTRODUCTION 

In 2010, news spread across the world about an elderly couple in 

Japan who had been married for more than sixty years. When the 

wife began losing her memory to dementia, many expected the 

husband to grow weary. Instead, every morning he introduced 

himself to her again, saying, “My name is still the man who loves 

you.” Some days she remembered him; many days she did not. But 

he kept choosing love. Their home became a quiet Nazareth — 

ordinary, hidden, yet holy. Love endured not because life was easy, 

but because faithfulness became their daily prayer. 

Today we celebrate a similar miracle. Fifty years of marriage are not 

made only of anniversaries and photographs. They are made of 

forgiven words, hidden sacrifices, sleepless nights, shared burdens, 

family worries, laughter at the dinner table, tears no one else saw, 

and countless ordinary days where love chose to remain. Like the 

Holy Family of Nazareth, our jubilarians discovered that holiness is 

often woven into ordinary family life. 

Yet even faithful families know moments of misunderstanding, 

impatience, woundedness, and weakness. As we prepare to 

celebrate these sacred mysteries, let us ask the Lord to forgive 

whatever has wounded love within our families, and to renew in us 

the tenderness, humility, compassion, and patience of Christ. 
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PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS                                        

Lord Jesus, You sanctified family life in the home of Nazareth: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, You taught us to forgive one another with patience and 

tenderness: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, You remain the faithful companion of couples through 

every season of life: Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION                                                             

May Almighty God, 

who calls families to reflect the love of the Holy Family, 

forgive us for the times we failed to love generously, 

to listen patiently, 

and to walk humbly with one another. 

May He heal every wound, strengthen every family, 

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, 

who revealed the beauty of faithful love 

through the hidden life of the Holy Family of Nazareth, 

look kindly upon these jubilarians 

who today give thanks for fifty years of married life. 

Strengthen all families gathered here 

with patience in trials, joy in companionship, 

and steadfast faith in Your providence, 

so that homes may become places of mercy, peace, and holiness. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY 

A few years ago, firefighters in California were battling a massive 

wildfire that forced families to evacuate within minutes. One elderly 

couple, married for over fifty years, left their home with only a small 

bag. A reporter later asked the husband what he had saved from the 

house. He smiled and replied, “Nothing important. She was beside 

me. Everything else can burn.” 

That is the wisdom of long love. After fifty years, couples learn what 

truly matters. Not possessions. Not appearances. Not pride. 

Presence. Faithfulness. Walking together. 

Today’s Gospel gives us a surprising family scene. Mary and Joseph 

lose Jesus for three days. Imagine the panic. Imagine the fear. Even 

the Holy Family experienced anxiety, confusion, and 

misunderstanding. Holiness did not mean a problem-free family. It 

meant a family that kept searching together until they found Christ 

again. 

That is the secret of every enduring marriage: not perfection, but 

returning together to Christ. 

St. Paul in Colossians gives us the “clothing” of a Christian family: 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, 

and above all love. Notice that none of these are dramatic qualities. 

They are daily virtues. Marriage survives not mainly through grand 

gestures but through small repeated acts of love. 

A man once said after sixty years of marriage, “People ask us the 

secret. We belonged to a generation that repaired things instead of 

throwing them away.” That sentence describes not only marriage but 
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faith itself. Today we live in a disposable culture — disposable 

relationships, disposable promises, disposable commitments. But 

Christian marriage stands against that culture. It says: “I will remain.” 

And remaining is not easy. 

There were likely years in this marriage when money was scarce, 

health failed, children struggled, misunderstandings arose, or 

loneliness entered quietly into the home. There may have been 

nights when silence sat heavily at the table. Yet grace kept working 

quietly — just as God worked quietly in Nazareth for thirty hidden 

years. 

I once heard about an elderly wife caring for her husband who had 

become completely bedridden. Every evening she still combed his 

hair carefully before he slept. A nurse asked her, “Does he even 

notice anymore?” She answered, “Love notices.” 

That is holiness. Hidden. Quiet. Uncelebrated. Yet deeply sacred. 

The Holy Family teaches us that God often hides His greatest works 

in ordinary homes. Nazareth had no miracles like Cana, no crowds 

like Jerusalem, no glory like the Resurrection morning. Just daily life. 

Cooking meals. Earning bread. Raising a child. Praying together. Yet 

the Son of God chose that life for thirty years. Why? Because family 

life matters profoundly to God. 

To the younger families present today: learn from these jubilarians. 

Strong marriages are not built in a day. They are built in thousands 

of ordinary days where love chooses patience over anger, 

forgiveness over resentment, conversation over silence, prayer over 

despair. 

And to our jubilarians: your marriage has become a living homily. 

Your fidelity preaches louder than words. Your perseverance tells the 

world that covenant love is still possible. 

There is an old story about an elderly couple walking slowly together 

every evening. Someone asked the husband why they still held 

hands after so many decades. He answered softly, “Because if I let 

go, I may never find this treasure again.” 

Today, after fifty years, your greatest achievement is not simply that 

you stayed married. It is that through all the changing seasons of life, 

you kept choosing each other — and together, you kept choosing 

God. 

May every family here learn again the wisdom of Nazareth: families 

become holy not by being perfect, but by making room for Christ 

every single day. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church 

and promised yourselves to one another in lifelong love. 

Today, with grateful hearts, renew those sacred promises. 

Husband: 

Blessed are you, N., 

for fifty years of love, sacrifice, and companionship. 

Before God and His Church, 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you, and remain faithful to 

you all the days of my life. 
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Wife: 

Blessed are you, N., 

for fifty years of love, sacrifice, and companionship. 

Before God and His Church, 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                                                    

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

source of enduring love and faithful covenant, 

look with kindness upon these jubilarians. 

You have sustained them through joys and trials, 

through abundance and hardship, 

through health and weakness. 

Continue to dwell in their home as You dwelt in Nazareth. 

Bless their children and grandchildren. 

May their family always remain rooted in faith, united in love, 

and rich in compassion. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Gathered as one family in Christ, 

and grateful for the witness of faithful married love, 

let us bring our prayers before our loving Father. 

1. For the Church throughout the world, 

that she may continue to strengthen families 

with compassion, wisdom, and hope, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For married couples, 

especially those facing struggles, misunderstandings, or loneliness, 

that they may rediscover the healing presence of Christ within their 

homes, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For these golden jubilarians, 

that the Lord who guided them faithfully for fifty years 

may continue to bless them with health, peace, and joy, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. For children and young people, 

that they may learn from the witness of faithful families 

the beauty of commitment, sacrifice, and enduring love, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For our departed family members and loved ones, 

that they may share forever in the eternal home of God, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Father of mercy and love, 

You blessed the home of Nazareth 

and guided these jubilarians through fifty years of married life. 

Hear the prayers we place before You today, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

offered for the grace of faithful love and enduring family life, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
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PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For in the Holy Family of Nazareth 

You revealed the beauty of love lived faithfully in ordinary life. 

Through years of Labor, silence, joy, and trial, 

Mary and Joseph walked together in trust before You, 

guiding the child Jesus in wisdom and grace. 

Today You have given Your servants 

the blessing of fifty years of married life. 

Through changing seasons and hidden sacrifices, 

You remained their companion and strength. 

Their fidelity reflects Your own faithful love, 

which never abandons those who trust in You. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

and with all families gathered in faith and gratitude, 

we proclaim Your glory as we sing: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say the prayer that unites every Christian family 

as children of one heavenly Father: 

 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that amid the struggles and uncertainties of family life, 

we may remain patient in love, steadfast in faith, 

and united in compassion. 

As we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity 

in accordance with Your will.                                                                        

May Your peace dwell in every home represented here today, 

healing wounded hearts, strengthening marriages, 

and teaching families to walk together with patience and forgiveness. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who strengthens weary hearts, 

heals wounded families, 

and walks faithfully beside us through every season of life. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
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SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined before God. 

Today, after countless ordinary days filled with hidden sacrifices         

and quiet love, that covenant still shines.                                                         

The Eucharist we received reminds us                                               

that enduring love is never sustained by human strength alone. 

Christ Himself becomes the food of faithful families.                                           

Where He remains present, hope survives,                                                

forgiveness becomes possible,                                                               

and love grows old without growing cold.                                                      

Like the Holy Family of Nazareth,                                                        

may every home here become a place where Christ is welcomed, 

love is protected, and faith is passed on with joy. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this Eucharist You have nourished us 

with the Bread of life and the cup of salvation. 

As You sustained the Holy Family in Nazareth 

and guided these jubilarians through fifty years of married love, 

continue to strengthen all families 

with patience in suffering, joy in companionship, 

and faithfulness in love.                                                                             

May our homes become places of peace, prayer, and mercy, 

until we rejoice together in Your eternal household in heaven. 

Through Christ our Lord.                                                                            

Amen. 

 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who united you in faithful love 

continue to keep your hearts one in peace and tenderness. 

Amen. 

May He bless your children and grandchildren, 

and make your home a light of faith and compassion for others. 

Amen. 

May the Holy Family of Nazareth 

watch over you, protect you in every trial, 

and lead you together to the joy of eternal life. 

Amen. 

And may Almighty God bless you, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by the witness of faithful love, 

and may your families continue to walk with Christ each day. 

 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“Strong families are not those without struggles,                                       

but those that keep searching for Christ together.” 
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15. Marriage That Became Mission                                                   

Isaiah 61:1–3; Matthew 5:13–16                                                                 

THEME: “Marriage That Became Mission: Fifty Years as Salt of the 

Earth and Light of the World” 

INTRODUCTION 

In a small village after a devastating flood, people noticed something 

remarkable. One tiny house still had a lamp burning at night. The 

couple living there had lost much of what they owned, yet every 

evening they lit a lantern and placed it by the window. When asked 

why, the husband replied, “Because someone walking in darkness 

may need to know that hope still lives here.” Over the years, their 

little light became a sign of courage for the entire village. People 

came there for food, prayer, advice, and comfort. Their home 

became more than a home; it became a mission. 

Today, as we celebrate this Golden Wedding Jubilee, we honour not 

simply fifty years of living together, but fifty years of becoming a light 

for others. The readings remind us that God anoints ordinary people 

to heal, console, encourage, and shine before the world. Christian 

marriage is never meant to remain closed in on itself. It becomes a 

witness, a ministry, a proclamation that faithful love is still possible. 

Yet no marriage becomes light without first passing through 

shadows. There were moments of weakness, impatience, failures, 

and hidden wounds. Therefore, as we begin this Eucharist, let us 

humbly acknowledge our sins and ask the Lord to renew in us the 

grace to become once again salt of the earth and light of the world. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You called husbands and wives to become signs of Your 

faithful love in the world: Lord, have mercy.                                                

Christ Jesus, You anoint families to bring healing, hope, and joy to 

those who suffer: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, You are the light that no darkness can overcome; forgive 

us for the times we failed to shine before others: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May Almighty God, who calls His people out of darkness                                  

into His marvellous light, forgive us our sins,                                            

heal the wounds caused by selfishness and fear,                                       

strengthen our homes with enduring love,                                                         

and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, 

source of all faithful love and lasting hope, 

who blessed these Jubilarians with fifty years of married life 

and made their home a sign of Your presence for many, 

grant that strengthened by Your grace, 

they may continue to be salt for the earth and light for the world, 

bringing comfort to the weary, encouragement to the doubtful, 

and faith to the generations that follow them.                                                  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HOMILY 

A journalist once visited an old lighthouse keeper who had spent 

decades guarding a dangerous coastline. The journalist asked him, 

“Weren’t you ever tired of lighting the lamp every night?” The old 

man answered quietly, “Ships I never saw depended on a light they 

never touched.” That is the hidden greatness of vocation: much of 

the good we do will never fully be known this side of heaven. 

Today’s Gospel tells us: “You are the salt of the earth… You are the 

light of the world.” Jesus does not say, “You should try to become 

light.” He says, “You are.” In the Sacrament of Marriage, God 

consecrated this couple not only for one another, but for others. 

Their marriage became mission. 

The prophet Isaiah describes that mission beautifully: “The Spirit of 

the Lord is upon me… He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the 

poor, to heal the brokenhearted.” Many think mission belongs only to 

priests, religious, or missionaries in distant lands. But some of the 

greatest missionaries never left their homes. They evangelized 

through patience at the dinner table, forgiveness after arguments, 

sacrifices for children, caring for aging parents, and remaining faithful 

when life became difficult. 

There is a story about a little boy who once asked his grandfather, 

“Grandpa, how do I know if God is real?” The old man pointed to his 

wife sitting quietly in the kitchen and said, “For fifty years she loved 

me on my best days and my worst days. That is how I know God is 

real.” Marriage becomes mission when love makes God believable. 

Fifty years are not made only of celebrations. Somewhere in these 

decades were hospital corridors, financial worries, 

misunderstandings, disappointments, sleepless nights, and silent 

tears. Yet mission often grows strongest in suffering. Salt fulfills its 

purpose only when it dissolves. A candle fulfills its purpose only 

when it burns. Christian marriage becomes radiant not because life 

was easy, but because grace was stronger than hardship. 

A teacher once asked students to name the most powerful force in 

society. Some answered money, politics, technology, or military 

power. One student quietly answered, “A faithful family.” The teacher 

later said that was the wisest answer. Empires rise and fall, but 

homes built on sacrificial love keep humanity alive. The world 

survives because somewhere there are people who still forgive, still 

pray together, still remain faithful. 

Dear Jubilarians, your marriage has preached sermons no 

microphone could amplify. Your children, relatives, neighbours, and 

friends learned from you that commitment matters, prayer matters, 

and love is more than emotion. You became light not by perfection, 

but by perseverance. 

And today, the Church does not merely congratulate you. The 

Church thanks you. In a world where relationships are often treated 

as temporary, your fifty years proclaim that covenant is possible. You 

are living proof that love can mature instead of fading. 

Let me end with one final story. During a citywide blackout, one 

elderly couple lit candles and placed them outside their small 

apartment door. Soon neighbours began gathering there because it 

was the only visible light in the building. Someone later asked the 
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couple why they had done it. The wife smiled and said, “We are old 

now. We cannot do much. But we can still help people find their 

way.” 

That is your mission after fifty years: not necessarily to do more, but 

to shine more. And because you kept the flame alive, many others 

found their way to hope, to faith, and perhaps even to God Himself. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved Jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church 

and promised yourselves to one another in lifelong love and fidelity. 

Today, in gratitude for God’s faithfulness, 

I invite you to renew those sacred promises. 

Husband: 

Blessed are you, my wife, 

for fifty years you have walked beside me in joy and sorrow, 

strength and weakness. 

Today I renew before God and His Church 

my promise to love you, honour you,                                                                    

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are you, my husband, 

for fifty years you have shared with me the gift and burden of life. 

Today I renew before God and His Church 

my promise to love you, honour you,                                                    

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

You are the source of enduring love. 

Look kindly upon these Jubilarians. 

May the light You placed in their hearts fifty years ago 

continue to shine brightly. 

Bless their family, their home, their memories, and their future. 

Make them living witnesses of hope, fidelity, and peace. 

May their love continue to guide younger generations toward You. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Brothers and sisters, 

God has called Christian families to become light for the world. 

Trusting in His faithful love, let us now bring before Him our prayers 

and petitions. 

1.For the Church: 

that she may continue to be a light in times of confusion and a 

source of hope for wounded families, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For the Jubilarians: 

that God who sustained them for fifty years may keep their hearts 

united in peace, gratitude, and joy, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

3. For married couples and families: 

that they may discover that marriage is not only a commitment but 
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also a mission of love and witness, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For those whose homes are burdened by division, illness, 

loneliness, or grief: 

that Christ the Light may strengthen and console them, we pray to 

the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

5. For the younger generation: 

that they may never lose faith in lifelong love, fidelity, and the 

sanctity of marriage, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

Father of love and mercy, 

receive the prayers we place before You today. 

May our homes become places                                                                         

where Your light is never extinguished. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice, offered in thanksgiving                                                     

for fifty years of faithful love and for the mission                                    

entrusted to Christian families,                                                                       

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You have revealed Your love through the covenant of marriage, 

making the union of husband and wife 

a living sign of Christ’s faithful love for His Church. 

Over many years You sustained these Jubilarians 

through moments of joy and seasons of trial, 

teaching them to become salt for the earth and light for the world. 

In their perseverance, You showed the beauty of fidelity; 

in their sacrifices, You revealed the strength of grace; 

and through their family,                                                                       

You allowed Your light to shine before others.                                                   

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER                                                                     

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say the prayer                                                                        

that has united Christian families across generations,                                     

trusting in the Father whose love sustains every faithful home: 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days,                                                           

that, by the help of Your mercy, 

our families may remain steadfast in love,                                                    

our homes radiant with faith, 

and our hearts courageous in bringing hope to others, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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PRAYER FOR PEACE                                                                                         

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                           

in accordance with Your will.                                                                 

Strengthen especially all married couples and families, 

that their homes may become places                                                            

where forgiveness is stronger than anger                                                            

and hope shines brighter than fear.                                                                  

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                     

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 

In this Eucharist, Christ nourishes all who are called 

to become salt of the earth and light of the world 

through lives of faithful and enduring love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION                                                    

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined before God. 

Today, nourished by the Body of Christ, 

that covenant is renewed once more in grace and gratitude.                          

The Eucharist reminds us that love becomes holy                                     

when it is broken, shared, and given away. 

This Golden Jubilee is not only the celebration of years, 

but the celebration of a mission                                                                   

fulfilled through countless hidden acts of sacrifice and fidelity.            

May  the light received from Christ today                                                    

continue to shine through this family for generations to come. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        

Lord our God, we thank You for nourishing us with the Bread of Life 

and for sustaining these Jubilarians through fifty years of marriage. 

By the power of this sacrament, 

renew their strength, deepen their joy, 

and help all Christian families 

to become signs of hope and light in the world.                                           

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY  

May the Lord who united you in sacred love 

continue to dwell in your hearts and in your home. Amen.                             

May He who sustained you through fifty years of joys and trials 

make your family a light for future generations. Amen.                                  

May your children and grandchildren 

always find in you an example of faith, forgiveness, and enduring 

love. Amen. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your lives, 

and continue to shine as light for the world through faithful love. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“A marriage rooted in God never exists only for itself;                                       

it becomes a light by which others find their way.” 
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16. Looking Back with Gratitude, Forward with Hope                           

Philippians 3:12–14; Luke 1:46–55                                                                

THEME: “Fifty Years of Grace: Grateful for the Past, Hopeful for the 

Journey Ahead” 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1994, after serving 27 years in prison, Nelson Mandela walked out 

of his cell not with bitterness but with hope. Many expected revenge; 

instead, he spoke of reconciliation and a future still worth building. 

Great souls know that life cannot be lived chained to yesterday. 

Gratitude remembers the past without becoming trapped in it, while 

hope keeps walking toward what is still possible. That is the spirit of 

today’s Golden Wedding Jubilee. Fifty years have brought memories, 

victories, disappointments, tears, sacrifices, births, losses, 

reconciliations, and countless ordinary days that slowly became 

sacred. 

Saint Paul in today’s reading says, “Forgetting what lies behind and 

straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue my pursuit toward the 

goal.” Paul is not rejecting the past; he is refusing to let the past 

define the future. And Mary, in the Gospel, sings her Magnificat not 

because life was easy, but because God had been faithful through 

every uncertainty. A marriage that survives fifty years learns this 

truth deeply: gratitude gives thanks for yesterday, while hope 

entrusts tomorrow to God. 

As we gather around this altar, we also recognize that along the 

journey there were moments when love weakened, patience failed, 

words wounded, prayer was forgotten, and trust in God became 

fragile. Yet God never abandoned the journey. And so, with humble 

hearts, let us ask the Lord for mercy and forgiveness.  

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS                                           

Lord Jesus, You taught us to treasure the blessings of yesterday with 

grateful hearts: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, You call us to walk forward in hope even through 

uncertainty and suffering: Christ, have mercy.                                         

Lord Jesus, You remained faithful through every joy and every trial of 

married life: Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May Almighty God, who has guided this couple                                             

through seasons of joy and sorrow, forgiven their weaknesses, 

strengthened their love, and renewed their hope through the years, 

have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,                                                                      

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                                 

God of everlasting faithfulness, 

who have accompanied Your servants                                                                  

through fifty years of married life,                                                               

teaching them to look back with gratitude and forward with hope, 

grant that strengthened by Your grace,                                                     

they may continue to witness to enduring love, steadfast faith,                     

and joyful trust in Your providence.                                                                       

May their family always find in You the source of unity,                                

peace, and hope for the future.                                                                                   

Through our Lord Jesus Christ …. 

Amen. 
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HOMILY 

A man once asked an elderly couple celebrating their sixtieth 

anniversary, “What is the secret of your long marriage?” 

The wife smiled and said, “We came from a time when if something 

was broken, you fixed it — not replaced it.” 

That one sentence explains why some marriages survive storms 

while others collapse in light rain. 

Today’s world often teaches people to abandon what becomes 

difficult — careers, friendships, commitments, even relationships. But 

fifty years of marriage stand before us today like a lighthouse in a 

culture of disposable promises. This Golden Wedding Anniversary is 

not merely a celebration of endurance; it is proof that love can 

mature, deepen, heal, and survive. 

Saint Paul says today: “I continue my pursuit toward the goal.” 

Marriage is exactly that — a lifelong pursuit. No couple arrives at 

perfect love on their wedding day. The wedding is only the beginning 

of learning how to love. Over fifty years, love changes its language. 

In youth it may sound like romance and excitement. Later it becomes 

sacrifice, patience, forgiveness, quiet presence, shared burdens, and 

staying when leaving would have been easier. 

There is an old story about a husband caring for his wife who 

suffered from Alzheimer’s disease. Every morning he visited her in 

the nursing home and fed her breakfast. One nurse asked him, 

“Does your wife know who you are?” He smiled gently and replied, 

“She may not know me anymore, but I still know who she is.” 

That is covenant love. Love that remembers even when life forgets. 

Love that remains faithful not because feelings are strong every day, 

but because commitment is stronger than emotion. 

Mary’s Magnificat in today’s Gospel is the song of someone who 

learned to recognize God’s faithfulness in ordinary life. Real gratitude 

is not naïve optimism. Mary knew uncertainty, fear, 

misunderstanding, and sorrow. Yet she still proclaimed: “The 

Almighty has done great things for me.” Couples celebrating fifty 

years can say the same — not because every year was easy, but 

because God was present in every season. 

Perhaps there were years when money was scarce. Perhaps there 

were nights of worry over children, sickness, misunderstandings, 

disappointments, or grief. But often the deepest miracles of marriage 

are hidden in ordinary fidelity: getting up for work every morning, 

preparing meals, forgiving after arguments, praying silently for one 

another, carrying responsibilities without applause. Heaven sees 

those hidden sacrifices. 

A journalist once interviewed an elderly widower and asked him what 

he missed most about his wife. The old man paused for a long 

moment and answered, “The future we planned together.” Even after 

decades of marriage, love still dreams. Love still hopes. That is why 

today is not only about looking backward. Golden anniversaries are 

not museums for memories; they are doorways into deeper trust. As 

long as God gives life, He still gives mission, purpose, and grace. 

And perhaps that is the greatest lesson this couple gives all of us 

today: hope is holy. Even after fifty years, God is not finished writing 

their story. There are still prayers to pray, grandchildren to bless, 

wisdom to share, wounds to heal, and faith to pass on. 



88 
 

Let me end with this story. 

During a devastating wildfire in Yellowstone National Park, forest 

rangers later discovered a burned bird near the base of a tree. It 

looked like a tragic casualty of the fire. But when they gently moved 

the bird with a stick, three living chicks ran out from under the 

mother’s wings. The mother had stayed through the fire, sheltering 

her young at the cost of her own life. 

That is love. Love that protects. Love that stays. Love that sacrifices. 

Love that gives life. 

For fifty years, this couple has tried to love that way — imperfectly, 

yes, but faithfully. And that is why today we do not merely celebrate 

longevity. We celebrate grace. We celebrate covenant. We celebrate 

the quiet miracle of two people who kept choosing each other, again 

and again, under the sheltering wings of God.  

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dearly beloved, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church and promised 

yourselves to one another in lifelong love and fidelity. Today, in 

gratitude for God’s sustaining grace, you renew those sacred 

promises. 

Husband: 

Blessed are you, Lord, for the gift of my wife. Through joys and trials, 

You have taught us perseverance, forgiveness, and hope. Today I 

renew my promise to love you, honour you, and remain faithful to 

you all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are you, Lord, for the gift of my husband. Through changing 

seasons and passing years, You have remained our strength. Today 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you, and remain faithful to 

you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

You are the source of enduring love and faithful covenant. Bless 

these jubilarians who today renew their marriage vows. Strengthen 

the love that has carried them through fifty years. Renew their health, 

deepen their faith, sustain their hope, and fill their family with unity 

and peace. May their lives continue to proclaim that Your love never 

fails. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Brothers and sisters, grateful for God’s faithfulness through fifty 

years of married love, let us now pray with confidence to the Father 

who continues to guide every family with hope. 

1. For the Church, that she may continue to proclaim the beauty 

and sacredness of faithful married love in a world longing for 

lasting commitment, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For all married couples, especially those facing trials, that they 

may find strength in God’s grace to persevere in love, 

forgiveness, and hope, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  
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3. For these Golden Jubilarians, that the Lord who has guided 

them through fifty years may continue to bless them with 

peace, health, joy, and deeper love, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For children and grandchildren, that they may learn from the 

witness of enduring love and build their lives upon 

faithfulness, sacrifice, and trust in God, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

5. For our departed loved ones who helped shape this family’s 

journey, that they may rejoice forever in God’s eternal 

kingdom, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

Father of mercy and hope, 

receive these prayers offered with grateful hearts. Continue to guide 

us through the changing seasons of life until we reach the fullness of 

joy in Your kingdom. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS                                

Pray, brothers and sisters, that this sacrifice of thanksgiving for fifty 

years of faithful love and hopeful trust in God’s providence may be 

acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE                                                                                                            

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.                                                   

For You are the faithful companion of Your people                                           

through every season of life.                                                              

In marriage You reveal the enduring power of covenant love, 

teaching hearts to grow through sacrifice,                                                    

forgiveness, patience, and hope.                                                           

Through fifty years You have sustained these jubilarians                      

with Your grace, strengthened them in trials,                                                 

rejoiced with them in blessings,                                                                

and taught them to trust Your providence for the future. 

In a changing world,                                                                                         

their enduring union becomes a witness                                                                   

that true love remains possible when rooted in You.                                

And so, together with angels and saints,                                                             

we proclaim Your glory as we sing: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER                                                                

With gratitude for the blessings of the past and hope for the future 

God prepares for us,                                                                                        

let us pray with confidence to the Father                                                                 

in the words our Savior gave us. 

EMBOLISM                                                                                               

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,                                                               

and graciously grant peace in our days,                                           

that sustained by Your mercy,                                                                                 

we may always remain faithful in love,                                                       

steadfast in hope, and united in heart                                                                      

as we await the blessed hope                                                                        

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

You said to Your Apostles: Peace I leave you,                                                 

my peace I give you.                                                                                        
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Look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church,                                  

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                                

in accordance with Your will.                                                                    

Strengthen all married couples                                                                             

to become instruments of reconciliation, hope,                                                        

and enduring love within their families and in the world.                          

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                               

Behold the Lamb of God,                                                                          

behold Him who strengthens human love with divine grace                          

and leads faithful hearts toward everlasting joy.                                                

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION                                            

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined before God.                                      

Today, after countless ordinary days transformed by grace,                       

they stand not as perfect people, but as faithful pilgrims.                                          

The Eucharist reminds us                                                                            

that love survives not by human strength alone,                                                 

but by constantly receiving the life of Christ.                                                  

Gratitude remembers how far God has brought us;                                           

hope trusts where He will still lead us. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                       

Lord our God, through this holy Eucharist                                                                                    

You have nourished and strengthened Your servants                                    

who celebrate fifty years of married life.                                                     

Continue to sustain them with grateful hearts for the past               

and hopeful trust in the future.                                                                 

May their love remain a sign of Your enduring covenant                                    

and a blessing to all who know them.                                                            

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who united you in faithful love continue to dwell in your 

home and deepen your joy. Amen. 

May He strengthen you in times of trial, reward your sacrifices, and 

fill your family with peace and unity. Amen. 

May your children and grandchildren always find in your example a 

path toward faith, hope, and enduring love. Amen. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of grateful love,                            

enduring faithfulness, and hopeful trust in God’s promises. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“A golden marriage is not built by people who never struggled,                        

but by two people who never stopped choosing each other                        

under the grace of God.” 
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17. The Quiet Heroism of Daily Fidelity                                                       

Micah 6:6–8; Luke 16:10                                                                            

THEME: “Great Love in Small Daily Faithfulness” 

INTRODUCTION 

There is an old story about a man who was asked the secret of his 

fifty-year marriage. People expected him to speak about grand 

romantic gestures or unforgettable vacations. Instead, he quietly 

said, “Every morning for fifty years, before leaving for work, I made 

sure the kettle was filled because my wife liked tea before sunrise.” 

The listeners laughed at first, but then grew silent. They realized that 

enduring love is rarely built on dramatic moments. It is built on 

thousands of unnoticed acts of care. 

Today’s readings speak exactly about that kind of holiness. Through 

the prophet Micah, God reminds us that He is not searching for 

spectacular offerings, but hearts that “act justly, love tenderly, and 

walk humbly.” In the Gospel, Jesus tells us that whoever is faithful in 

small matters will also be faithful in great ones. Fifty years of 

marriage are not sustained by occasional heroism, but by quiet daily 

fidelity—small sacrifices, patient forgiveness, ordinary kindness, and 

the decision to remain faithful even when nobody applauds. 

As we celebrate this Golden Wedding Anniversary, we also 

recognize that no marriage journey is perfect. There were moments 

when love grew tired, words wounded, patience weakened, and 

God’s presence was forgotten. Therefore, with humble hearts, let us 

ask the Lord for mercy and peace. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS                                           

Lord Jesus, You teach us that faithfulness in little things reveals the 

greatness of the heart: Lord, have mercy.                                                      

Christ Jesus, You remained faithful even through suffering and the 

Cross: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, You continue to sustain married couples through quiet 

acts of grace each day: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION                                                                            

May Almighty God, who sees every hidden sacrifice,                                 

every silent tear, every act of forgiveness,                                                          

and every faithful step taken in love, have mercy on us,                             

forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                                

O God, who reveal Your greatness 

through humble and faithful love, 

we thank You for sustaining these jubilarians 

through fifty years of married life. 

Through joys and trials, 

through ordinary days and difficult seasons, 

You taught them that true holiness 

is found in daily fidelity and self-giving love.                                         

Grant that all of us gathered here 

may learn to serve one another with patience, 

to persevere in love with humble hearts, 

and to remain faithful in the small responsibilities 

through which Your kingdom quietly grows.                                                      

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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HOMILY                                                                                                         

A journalist once visited an elderly woman who had cared for her 

bedridden husband for nearly twelve years. He asked her, “How did 

you manage to stay?” She smiled gently and answered, “I never 

stayed for twelve years. I stayed one day at a time.” That is the 

hidden secret of every lasting marriage. Nobody survives fifty years 

all at once. Love survives Monday after Monday, disappointment 

after disappointment, forgiveness after forgiveness. 

The world often celebrates loud achievements. We honour 

celebrities, champions, and powerful leaders. But today, the Gospel 

honours something quieter: fidelity in little things. Jesus says, 

“Whoever is trustworthy in small matters is trustworthy in great 

ones.” The Kingdom of God is built not only by martyrs and saints in 

stained glass windows, but also by husbands and wives who quietly 

keep loving each other when life becomes ordinary. 

Fifty years ago, this couple probably stood before the altar with 

youthful dreams and hopeful hearts. But no couple truly knows what 

fifty years will contain. There would be bills to pay, sleepless nights, 

misunderstandings, sicknesses, family burdens, disappointments, 

aging bodies, and hidden fears. Yet here they are today—not 

because life was easy, but because they kept choosing each other. 

There is a beautiful story about a violin maker in Italy. Someone 

asked him why he spent hours polishing the inside of the violin 

where nobody could see. He replied, “But God sees.” That is the 

spirituality of marriage. Much of married love is invisible to the world: 

the late-night worries, the quiet sacrifices, the swallowed anger, the 

decision not to give up during difficult years. Heaven sees what the 

world overlooks. 

Micah asks a powerful question today: “What does the Lord require 

of you?” Not impressive sacrifices. Not public recognition. But “to act 

justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with your God.” Marriage 

becomes holy not because two perfect people live together, but 

because two imperfect people continue walking humbly together with 

God. 

A teacher once asked children how they knew their parents loved 

each other. One child answered, “Dad always checks if Mom locked 

the door before sleeping.” Another said, “Mom saves the crispy part 

of the fried fish for Dad because she knows he likes it.” Love hides 

itself in ordinary gestures. That is why daily fidelity is heroic. 

Anybody can love dramatically for a moment. Few can love faithfully 

for fifty years. 

And perhaps that is the greatest witness this jubilarian couple offers 

today. In a world that easily throws relationships away, they proclaim 

that covenant is still possible. In a culture that glorifies convenience, 

they remind us that real love requires perseverance. In a society 

fascinated by grand success, they reveal that holiness often looks 

very ordinary. 

But their journey also points beyond themselves. Every faithful 

marriage becomes a reflection of God Himself. God, too, is quietly 

faithful. He keeps loving humanity despite our failures. Every sunrise 

is proof that God has not given up on us. 

There is an old scene from a nursing home where an elderly 

husband visited his wife every morning though she no longer 

recognized him because of Alzheimer’s disease. A nurse asked him, 

“Why do you still come every day when she doesn’t know who you 
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are?” The old man smiled and replied, “She may not know who I am, 

but I still know who she is.” That is covenant love. That is the kind of 

faithfulness God has toward us. And that is the kind of love we 

celebrate today. 

Dear jubilarians, thank you for reminding us that greatness is often 

quiet. Heaven measures life differently from the world. God treasures 

the unnoticed kindness, the patient endurance, the humble 

forgiveness, and the ordinary fidelity that carried your marriage for 

fifty years. 

And perhaps when your story is finally told before God, heaven will 

not speak first about achievements or possessions. Heaven may 

simply say: “They remained faithful.” Amen. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church 

and promised yourselves to one another in holy matrimony. 

Today, with grateful hearts, renew those sacred promises. 

Husband: 

I renew my promise to remain faithful to you, 

to love and honour you in joy and in sorrow, 

in health and in sickness, all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

I renew my promise to remain faithful to you, 

to love and honour you in joy and in sorrow, 

in health and in sickness, all the days of my life. 

Lord God, 

source of enduring love and quiet strength, 

look kindly upon these jubilarians. 

You sustained them through ordinary days and difficult nights, 

through laughter and tears, 

through abundance and uncertainty. 

Bless their hands that served one another, 

their hearts that persevered in love, 

and their home that became a witness of faithfulness. 

Grant them continued peace, health, joy, 

and the grace to walk together toward Your eternal kingdom. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL                                                                    

Mindful that God sees every hidden act of love and sustains those 

who remain faithful in little things, let us now bring our prayers before 

Him. 

1. For the Church, that she may continue to proclaim the beauty of 

faithful love and strengthen married couples in times of trial, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For all married couples, especially those struggling with difficulties, 

misunderstandings, or weariness, that they may rediscover patience, 

forgiveness, and hope, let us pray to the Lord.                                             

Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For these jubilarians, that the Lord who guided them for fifty years 

may continue to bless them with peace, health, joy, and deeper love, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 
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4. For families and young people, that they may learn that true love 

is built not on passing emotions but on daily fidelity and sacrifice, let 

us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For the sick, the widowed, and those who feel forgotten, that they 

may experience God’s faithful presence through caring hearts 

around them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Father of enduring love, 

You never abandon those who walk humbly with You. 

Hear the prayers we place before You today 

and teach us to remain faithful in the small acts of love 

through which Your kingdom quietly grows. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that the sacrifice born from grateful hearts, 

and offered in thanksgiving for fifty years of faithful married love, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You reveal Your greatness through humble and faithful love. 

In the covenant of marriage, You teach us that holiness is formed 

through daily sacrifice, patient forgiveness,                                              

and steadfast commitment. 

For fifty years You have guided these jubilarians, 

strengthening them in moments of weakness, 

renewing them in times of trial, 

and blessing them with the quiet grace                                                                         

to remain faithful in little things. 

Through their life together, 

You have shown us a reflection 

of Your own enduring love for humanity— 

a love that never abandons, never forgets, and never grows weary. 

And so, with Angels and Saints,                                                                               

we proclaim Your glory, as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to pray to the Father 

whose faithful love sustains us day after day: 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by Your mercy, 

we may remain faithful in love and steadfast in hope, 

free from discouragement and despair, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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PRAYER FOR PEACE                                                                                    

Lord Jesus Christ, You said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you. 

Look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity 

in accordance with Your will. 

Teach us also to preserve peace within our homes through patience, 

humility, and daily acts of understanding,                                                     

so that our families                                                                                       

may become living witnesses of Your faithful love. 

Who live and reign forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                  

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who remains forever faithful to His people. 

Happy are those who learn to love                                                               

through humble service and daily sacrifice. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION                                                     

Fifty years are made not only of celebrations, 

but of ordinary mornings, quiet sacrifices, 

and countless unnoticed acts of love.                                                              

Today the Lord reminds us 

that holiness often grows silently. 

The faithful heart, the forgiving word, 

the patient presence, and the decision to stay— 

these become sacred offerings before God.                                                          

May we learn that greatness in God’s eyes 

is not measured by applause, but by love that quietly endures. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, in this Eucharist You have nourished us 

with the sacrament of faithful love.                                                                       

We thank You for the witness of these jubilarians 

whose marriage has reflected Your enduring compassion and mercy. 

Strengthen all families gathered here 

to persevere in unity, patience, and hope, 

so that through the ordinary duties of daily life 

we may grow in holiness and peace.                                                            

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY  

May the Lord who united your hearts in covenant love 

continue to strengthen you in peace and joy. Amen.                                       

May He bless your family and home 

with patience, understanding, and enduring faithfulness. Amen.                 

May your lives continue to witness 

that true love is built through humble daily sacrifice 

and steadfast trust in God. Amen.                                                                             

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL                                                                                                                 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of quiet fidelity, 

faithful love, and humble service. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT                                                                              

“Great marriages are rarely built in grand moments;                                           

they are built in small daily acts of faithful love.” 
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18. Love Refined Like Gold                                                                                       

Wisdom 3:1–9; John 15:13                                                                     

THEME: “Love Refined Like Gold: Fifty Years of Sacrificial and 

Faithful Love” 

INTRODUCTION                                                                                                  

In 1887, after a devastating fire destroyed much of a small European 

village, people gathered to sift through the ashes of what remained. 

Among the ruins, a goldsmith found a wedding ring fused into a lump 

of blackened metal. He placed it into the furnace again, melted away 

the impurities, and when the gold emerged glowing and pure, he 

quietly said, “Fire did not destroy it. Fire revealed what it truly was.” 

Today we celebrate a love that has passed through many fires — 

struggles, sacrifices, misunderstandings, illnesses, financial burdens, 

sleepless nights, and quiet tears hidden even from children and 

friends. Yet after fifty years, what remains is not bitterness but gold. 

The Book of Wisdom tells us that gold is tested in the furnace, and 

the Gospel reminds us that the greatest love is willing to lay down 

one’s life for another. Golden anniversaries are not celebrations of 

perfect marriages; they are celebrations of love that survived 

because it learned sacrifice, forgiveness, and fidelity. The gold we 

honour today was not bought in a jewellery store — it was forged in 

daily acts of self-giving. 

As we begin this Eucharist, we also remember the moments when 

our love was imperfect, when selfishness weakened relationships, 

when impatience wounded those entrusted to us. Let us now ask the 

Lord for mercy and healing as we prepare ourselves to celebrate 

these sacred mysteries. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You refine human hearts through the fires of love and 

sacrifice: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, You taught us that the greatest love is to lay down 

one’s life for another: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, You remain faithful even when human love grows weak 

and tired: Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION  

May Almighty God,                                                                              

who patiently refines our hearts like gold purified in fire,                               

forgive us our sins, heal what is wounded within us,                                  

strengthen the love we owe one another,                                                                    

and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, whose love is stronger than every trial 

and whose grace refines faithful hearts like gold in the furnace, 

look kindly upon these Jubilarians 

as they celebrate fifty years of married life. 

Through joys and sorrows, 

You have sustained them in sacrificial love and enduring fidelity. 

Grant that their witness may inspire families, strengthen marriages, 

and reveal to the world the beauty of covenant love rooted in You. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



97 
 

HOMILY 

A man once visited an old jeweller and noticed a small sign hanging 

above the furnace. It read: 

“Gold fears no fire.” 

The man asked the jeweller what it meant. The old craftsman smiled 

and replied, “When gold enters the fire, the impurities rise to the 

surface. The fire does not ruin the gold — it reveals its worth.” Then 

he added quietly, “The same is true of love.” 

Dear friends, today we celebrate fifty years of love tested by fire. 

Not every fire came dramatically. Some came silently: unpaid bills, 

disappointments, misunderstandings, exhausting responsibilities, 

fears about children, sleepless nights in hospitals, sacrifices nobody 

applauded. Sometimes the hardest crosses in marriage are not the 

tragedies that break headlines, but the ordinary daily dying to self 

that no one sees. 

The Book of Wisdom speaks of souls tested like gold in a furnace. 

Scripture does not deny suffering; it gives suffering meaning. Gold 

becomes precious not because it avoided fire, but because it 

endured it. In the same way, lasting marriages are not marriages 

without wounds. They are marriages where love became stronger 

than the wounds. 

Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “No one has greater love than this, 

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

Most couples do not lay down their lives in one heroic moment. They 

do it slowly over fifty years. 

A husband wakes before dawn for decades to provide for his family. 

A wife hides her worries so the children will sleep peacefully. 

One forgives after harsh words. 

One remains beside the other through sickness and weakness. 

One sacrifices dreams so the family may survive. 

That is martyrdom hidden inside ordinary life. 

There is an old story about a woman who was asked the secret of 

her fifty-year marriage. People expected profound wisdom. Instead 

she said, “Every morning I asked God for two things: patience for my 

husband, and forgiveness for myself.” The room laughed, but then 

she added, “Love survives not because two people never fail each 

other, but because they never stop beginning again.” 

That is holiness. 

In our culture, many things are disposable — phones, appliances, 

even relationships. But Christian marriage stands as a contradiction 

to the world. It says: 

“People are not disposable.” 

“Promises are sacred.” 

“Love is stronger than difficulty.” 

And this is why Golden Weddings matter so much. They preach a 

sermon without microphones. 

Children who witnessed their parents remain faithful through 

hardship learned something deeper than words could teach. 

Grandchildren looking at fifty years of marriage see visible proof that 

covenant love is possible. 
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Another story is told of an elderly husband pushing his wife’s 

wheelchair through a nursing home every single day. A nurse once 

asked him, “Does your wife recognize you anymore?” He answered 

softly, “No… but I still recognize her.” 

That is the Gospel. That is covenant love. 

That is love refined like gold. 

Dear Jubilarians, your marriage became beautiful not because life 

spared you from fire, but because God remained with you in the fire. 

And perhaps that is the deepest meaning of today: not merely 

celebrating that you stayed together for fifty years, but celebrating 

that Christ stayed with you for fifty years. 

At Cana, Jesus blessed a wedding. But in every faithful marriage, He 

continues blessing love — in kitchens, hospitals, funerals, 

reconciliations, sacrifices, and quiet acts of tenderness no one else 

notices. Today the Church thanks you because your marriage has 

become a living homily. 

And remember this: gold shines brightest after passing through fire. 

So too, the most beautiful love is not the love that never suffered, but 

the love that remained faithful through suffering. 

A young boy once asked his grandfather, “Grandpa, after fifty years, 

how do you know you still love Grandma?” 

The old man looked at his wife across the room and answered, 

“Because after all these years, she is still the person I want beside 

me when life becomes difficult.” 

That is gold. That is covenant. That is love refined by God Himself. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear Jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and promised yourselves to one 

another. Today, before the Church gathered in thanksgiving, renew 

those sacred vows.                                                                                   

Husband: 

Blessed are you, N., my beloved wife. 

Through joy and sorrow, strength and weakness, 

you have walked beside me. 

Today I renew my promise to love you,                                                               

honour you, and remain faithful to you all the days of my life.                   

Wife: 

Blessed are you, N., my beloved husband. 

Through every season of life, 

God has joined our hearts together. 

Today I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                                          

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, You are the source of faithful love. 

Look with kindness upon these Jubilarians. 

You refined their love through sacrifice and perseverance, 

and You sustained them through fifty years of covenant life. 

Continue to bless their home with peace, gratitude, health, and 

enduring affection. 

May their children and grandchildren always find in them 

a witness of fidelity, forgiveness, and joyful faith. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Celebrating love refined through sacrifice and strengthened by God’s 

grace, let us now bring our prayers before the Father who remains 

faithful in every season of life. 

1. For the Church: 

that she may continue to uphold the sacredness of marriage and 

strengthen families in fidelity, forgiveness, and sacrificial love, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For married couples: 

that when trials and difficulties arise, they may trust that God can 

refine their love like gold purified in fire, let us pray to the Lord.       

Lord, hear our prayer.  

3. For these Jubilarians: 

that the Lord who sustained them for fifty years may continue to 

bless them with peace, health, joy, and deep companionship, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For children and grandchildren: 

that the witness of faithful marriages may inspire them to value 

commitment, integrity, and covenant love, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

5. For those whose marriages are burdened by pain, separation, 

illness, or loneliness: 

that God may heal wounded hearts and restore hope where love has 

grown weak, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

Father of enduring love, 

You never abandon those who place their trust in You. 

Hear the prayers we offer today and strengthen all families in 

faithfulness and peace. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters,                                                                                  

that this sacrifice of thanksgiving,                                                                 

offered for love refined through many years of sacrifice and fidelity, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.                                                                     

For in Your wisdom and love 

You established marriage as a sacred covenant, 

so that husband and wife might reflect Your faithful love in the world. 

Through years marked by joys and trials, 

You refine human hearts like gold in the furnace, 

teaching them patience, forgiveness, sacrifice, and enduring fidelity. 

Today You fill Your Church with gratitude 

for these Jubilarians whose lives proclaim 

that love rooted in Christ can persevere through every season. 

Their witness strengthens families, encourages the young, 

and reveals that true love is measured not by fleeting emotion 

but by steadfast self-giving.                                                                             

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, as without end we acclaim: 



100 
 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER                                                          

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching,                               

let us pray to the Father who sustains every faithful home                           

and strengthens love through every trial: 

EMBOLISM                                                                                                     

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that amid the trials and fires of life, 

families may remain steadfast in love and fidelity. 

By the help of Your mercy, 

may we always be free from sin and safe from all distress, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE                                                                             

Lord Jesus Christ, You said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you. 

Look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                            

in accordance with Your will. 

May Your peace dwell especially within families and marriages, 

so that homes wounded by division                                                                  

may be healed by forgiveness and enduring love. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.   

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                          

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who strengthens faithful hearts                                                

and nourishes enduring love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined together. 

Today, after countless sacrifices, quiet acts of forgiveness, hidden 

tears, and enduring fidelity, we see not merely the passage of time, 

but the work of God’s grace. 

Gold becomes radiant only after passing through fire. 

So too, love becomes beautiful when it learns to endure, to sacrifice, 

and to begin again. 

May every married couple remember: Christ does not simply bless 

weddings once; He remains within marriages every day. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this Eucharist You have nourished us 

with the Bread of enduring love and faithful sacrifice. 

As You strengthened these Jubilarians through fifty years of married 

life, 

continue to sustain all families with patience, forgiveness, and peace. 

May the love refined through life’s trials 

shine as a witness of Your presence in the world. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who united your hearts in covenant love 

continue to strengthen you in peace and joy. 

May He bless your children and grandchildren, 

that your family may remain rooted in faith, gratitude, and unity. 

May He who refined your love like gold in the furnace 

reward your sacrifices with lasting consolation and grace. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace,                                                                                                 

glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love,                                                               

steadfast sacrifice,                                                                                               

and enduring covenant. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“Gold shines brightest after fire;                                                                              

love shines brightest after sacrifice.” 

 

 

 

19. Fifty Years of Prayer, Perseverance, and Providence 1 

Thessalonians 5:16–24; Luke 18:1–8                                                     

THEME: “Fifty Years Held Together by Prayer, Perseverance, and 

Providence” 

INTRODUCTION 

There is a story about an old couple who had been married for more 

than fifty years. One night, during a power outage, their 

grandchildren noticed something unusual. While everyone else was 

anxious because the house had gone dark, the elderly couple simply 

lit one candle, sat quietly beside each other, and began to pray the 

Rosary from memory. One of the grandchildren later said, “I realized 

that night that their marriage had survived because they never 

panicked in darkness—they prayed in it.” 

Dear brothers and sisters, today we gather to celebrate not merely 

the passing of fifty years, but fifty years of trusting God through light 

and darkness, joy and uncertainty, tears and thanksgiving. Saint 

Paul tells us: “Pray without ceasing.” And in the Gospel, Jesus 

speaks about perseverance in prayer. The golden journey of our 

jubilarians was not built on perfect days, but on faithful hearts that 

continued to pray, continued to forgive, and continued to trust in 

God’s providence. 

As we begin this Eucharist, we also recognize that there were 

moments when prayer weakened, patience failed, words wounded, 

and faith trembled. Yet God never abandoned His people. Let us 

therefore acknowledge our sins and ask the Lord for mercy and 

healing. 



102 
 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You taught us to pray always and never lose heart: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, You remained faithful through every cross and every 

storm: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, You are the providence of God guiding families through 

every season of life: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God, who patiently sustains us through every trial, 

strengthen our weak faith, forgive our sins,                                                        

heal the wounds caused by impatience and selfishness,                              

restore in us the spirit of persevering prayer,                                                     

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, 

source of every blessing and faithful companion of Your people, 

You have sustained these jubilarians 

through fifty years of prayer, perseverance, and providence. 

In moments of joy You strengthened their gratitude, 

and in times of trial You upheld them with Your grace. 

Grant that their witness of enduring love 

may inspire families to trust in You always 

and never lose heart in prayer.                                                                         

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY 

A man once visited an elderly couple celebrating their fiftieth 

wedding anniversary. He asked them, “What is the secret of your 

lasting marriage?” The old husband smiled and pointed to a worn-out 

chair near the window. “Every morning,” he said, “that chair became 

our chapel. Before work, before arguments, before decisions, before 

sickness—we prayed there together. Some days we prayed with 

faith. Some days we prayed only with tears. But we never stopped 

sitting beside each other before God.” 

That is the kind of marriage Jesus speaks about in today’s Gospel. 

The widow in the Gospel is not powerful. She has no influence, no 

wealth, no security. What she has is persistence. She keeps 

knocking. Keeps asking. Keeps hoping. And Jesus says: do not lose 

heart. 

Fifty years of marriage is not the story of two people who never 

struggled. It is the story of two people who refused to stop knocking 

on God’s door. 

There were likely years when money was scarce. Years when health 

became fragile. Nights spent worrying about children. Moments 

when misunderstandings created silence in the house. Yet 

somewhere in the middle of all those ordinary battles, grace was 

quietly working. 

Prayer does not always remove suffering. Sometimes prayer simply 

keeps love alive while suffering passes through. 

There is a story of a fisherman caught in a violent storm at sea. 

Waves crashed against his small boat for hours. When he finally 
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reached shore, someone asked, “Were you not afraid?” The 

fisherman answered, “I was afraid—but I kept my hands on the 

wheel.” That is perseverance. 

Many marriages today sink not because storms come, but because 

people abandon the wheel too quickly. But these jubilarians kept 

steering through prayer, forgiveness, sacrifice, and trust in 

providence. 

Saint Paul today gives simple instructions: rejoice always, pray 

constantly, give thanks in all circumstances. Those words sound 

beautiful until life becomes difficult. Yet this couple discovered 

something precious: gratitude is strongest not after perfect days, but 

after survived days. 

A nurse once spoke about an elderly husband who visited his wife 

daily in a care facility, though she no longer remembered his name 

because of dementia. Someone asked him, “Why do you still come 

every day when she no longer knows who you are?” The old man 

replied softly, “Because I still know who she is.” 

That is covenant love. That is perseverance. That is providence 

made visible. 

Marriage is holy not because it avoids wounds, but because grace 

continues to heal wounded people who remain faithful. 

And perhaps that is the greatest lesson of this Golden Jubilee: God 

was never absent. He was present in unpaid bills that somehow got 

settled. Present in hospital rooms. Present in reconciliations after 

painful arguments. Present in children raised with sacrifice. Present 

in prayers whispered half-asleep at night. Providence often looks 

ordinary while we are living it. 

Today the Church does not merely congratulate this couple for 

staying together. The Church thanks God because their marriage 

became a living sermon: that prayer still matters, fidelity is still 

possible, and grace is still stronger than hardship.                                               

Let me end with this story: An elderly woman was once asked what 

she treasured most after sixty years of marriage. People expected 

her to mention jewellery, vacations, or anniversaries. Instead, she 

took out an old prayer book held together with tape. Inside were the 

names of family members, intentions, worries, and thanksgiving 

notes written across decades. Then she said quietly, “This book 

carried our marriage because God carried us.” And that is why we 

are here today. 

Not simply to celebrate fifty years gone by, but to proclaim that those 

who keep praying, keep persevering, and keep trusting in God’s 

providence will never walk alone. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church 

and promised to love one another faithfully 

in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, all the days of your life. 

Today, in gratitude for God’s providence and sustaining grace, 

I invite you to renew those sacred promises. 
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Husband: 

Blessed be God for these fifty years. 

I renew before God and His Church 

my promise to love you, honour you,                                                                     

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed be God for these fifty years. 

I renew before God and His Church 

my promise to love you, honour you,                                                                 

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

(The priest then blesses the rings if appropriate). 

Lord God, 

You are the beginning and the end of every faithful love. 

Look kindly upon these jubilarians. 

Through years of prayer, perseverance, and providence, 

You have sustained their covenant. 

Bless them with continued health, peace, joy, and deeper love. 

May their home remain a place of prayer and hope, 

and may their family always walk in Your ways.                                            

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Brothers and sisters, 

God has been faithful through every season of life. 

Trusting in His providence and strengthened by persevering prayer, 

let us now bring our petitions before Him. 

1. For the Church, that she may never lose heart in proclaiming 

hope, fidelity, and the power of prayer in family life, let us pray to the 

Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For married couples, especially those struggling through trials, that 

God may strengthen them with patience, forgiveness, and 

perseverance, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For these jubilarians, that the Lord who guided them through fifty 

years may continue to bless them with peace, health, and joy, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. For children and grandchildren, that they may learn from the 

witness of enduring love and build their lives upon faith and prayer, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For all who feel weary, lonely, or discouraged, that they may 

discover that God’s providence never abandons His people, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, 

You hear the prayers of those who trust in You. 

Receive these petitions 

and strengthen us to persevere in faith and love, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS                             

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice of thanksgiving,                                                               

offered for fifty years of faithful love                                                           

sustained by prayer and providence, 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
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PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For in Your providence 

You call man and woman into the covenant of marriage, 

so that through love, sacrifice, and fidelity 

they may reveal the enduring presence of Your grace in the world. 

Through years of joy and sorrow, 

through trials patiently endured and blessings gratefully received, 

You remained the unseen strength of these jubilarians. 

You taught them to persevere in prayer, 

to forgive in moments of weakness, 

and to trust that Your mercy never fails. 

And so, united with the angels and saints, 

we proclaim Your glory as we sing: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say the prayer that sustained this family                                  

through fifty years of faith and perseverance: 

 

 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by Your mercy, 

we may never lose heart in times of trial 

but persevere in faith, hope, and love, 

as these jubilarians have done through the years, 

while we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                              

in accordance with Your will.                                                                        

Strengthen also the peace within our homes and families, 

that prayer may overcome fear,                                                            

forgiveness may overcome resentment, 

and faithful love may endure through every season of life.                             

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who strengthens weary hearts and sustains faithful love 

through every trial. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
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SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined before God. 

Today, after countless prayers, sacrifices, tears, and blessings, 

the Lord who began this good work remains faithful still. 

The Eucharist we received is the same Christ 

who walked beside this couple in hidden and ordinary ways— 

in kitchen tables, hospital rooms, family struggles, reconciliations, 

and quiet evening prayers. 

Love survives when God remains at the centre. 

And those who persevere with Him discover                                                          

that providence never fails. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this holy Eucharist 

You have nourished us with the Bread of Life 

and renewed us in the strength of Your love. 

As You sustained these jubilarians 

through fifty years of prayer and perseverance, 

continue to guide them and their family in peace and unity. 

May their witness encourage future generations 

to trust always in Your faithful providence.                                                         

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who has been your refuge in every storm 

and your joy in every blessing, 

continue to strengthen your marriage and your family. Amen. 

May He reward your years of faithful love 

with peace of heart, good health, and enduring hope. Amen. 

May your children and grandchildren 

be inspired by your witness of prayer, perseverance, and trust in 

God’s providence. Amen. 

And may almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love,                                

persevering prayer, and trust in God’s providence. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

A strong marriage is not built by people who never struggled,                        

but by people who kept praying, kept forgiving,                                           

and kept trusting God through every season of life. 
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20. Marriage as a Path to Holiness                                                    

Ephesians 5:21–33; John 17:20–23                                                     

THEME: “Marriage as a Path to Holiness: Fifty Years of Becoming 

One in Christ” 

INTRODUCTION                                                                                     

In the mountains of Italy there is an old story about a couple married 

for more than sixty years. Someone once asked the husband, “What 

kept your marriage alive for so long?” The old man smiled and 

pointed to a worn crucifix hanging above the kitchen table. He said, 

“Every night before sleeping, we stood there together. Some nights 

we thanked God. Some nights we cried. Some nights we had no 

words left. But we never stood there alone.” Holiness did not come to 

them through visions or miracles. It came through ordinary 

faithfulness — through forgiveness after arguments, through holding 

hands in hospital rooms, through carrying burdens quietly for one 

another. 

Today’s readings reveal that marriage is not merely a social contract 

or romantic companionship. Saint Paul tells us that marriage mirrors 

the love between Christ and His Church — a love that sacrifices, 

forgives, heals, and sanctifies. In the Gospel, Jesus prays that His 

disciples “may be one.” That unity is not simply emotional closeness; 

it is a holy communion shaped by God Himself. 

As we celebrate fifty years of married life, we also recognize that no 

marriage reaches holiness without moments of weakness, 

impatience, selfishness, and failure to love as Christ loves. 

Therefore, with humble hearts, let us approach the Lord and ask His 

mercy and healing. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You called husband and wife to reflect Your faithful love 

in the world: Lord, have mercy.                                                            

Christ Jesus, You taught us that true holiness is found in self-giving 

love and forgiveness: Christ, have mercy.                                                      

Lord Jesus, You remain present in every home that welcomes You 

with faith and prayer: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God,                                                                                          

who calls us to holiness through lives of faithful love,                                  

forgive our sins, heal what is wounded within us,                                

strengthen our families in unity and peace,                                                        

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT                                                                                                             

O God, who revealed in the union of Christ and His Church 

the sacred mystery of faithful love, 

look with kindness upon these jubilarians 

who celebrate fifty years of marriage. 

Grant that through joys and sorrows, 

through sacrifice and forgiveness, 

they may continue to grow in holiness together, 

becoming ever more deeply one in heart and spirit. 

Strengthen all families gathered here today 

to reflect Your compassion, unity, and peace.                                        

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HOMILY 

A little boy once watched his grandparents eating breakfast together. 

His grandmother’s hands trembled because of age, and coffee 

spilled slightly onto the table. Without saying a word, the grandfather 

quietly moved the cup closer to her hands and wiped the table with a 

napkin. The boy asked, “Grandpa, why do you always help Grandma 

like that?” 

The old man answered softly, “Because fifty years ago she held 

everything together when my hands were too weak.”                                      

That is holiness. 

Not halos. Not perfection. Not a life without wounds. 

Holiness is love that stays. 

The world often speaks of marriage in terms of happiness, attraction, 

success, or fulfillment. But the Scriptures today speak of something 

deeper. Saint Paul tells us that marriage reflects Christ and the 

Church. That is an enormous statement. It means Christian marriage 

is not simply about living together; it is about helping one another 

reach heaven. A holy marriage is built slowly. Very slowly. 

No couple arrives at fifty years without carrying crosses. Somewhere 

along the journey there were sleepless nights, misunderstandings, 

financial worries, illnesses, disappointments, and silent tears no one 

else saw. Yet holiness grows precisely there — in ordinary sacrifices 

hidden from the world. 

There is a touching story of a woman caring for her husband 

suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. Every morning she dressed him, 

fed him, and sat beside him though he no longer recognized her. 

Someone finally asked, “Why do you keep coming every day if he 

doesn’t know who you are?” She answered, “Because I still know 

who he is.” That is what Christ-like love looks like. 

Jesus in today’s Gospel prays, “May they all be one.” Real unity is 

not created by never disagreeing. Unity is forged when two imperfect 

people continue choosing each other again and again despite 

wounds, failures, and aging. Unity is holy when pride gives way to 

humility, when anger gives way to forgiveness, when “me” slowly 

becomes “we.” 

And perhaps that is why golden anniversaries move us so deeply. 

Gold is purified by fire. Fifty years of marriage have also passed 

through fire — through hardships that either destroy love or deepen 

it. Today we honour a love that chose to deepen. 

A priest once visited an elderly dying man. The priest noticed that 

beside the bed was an empty chair. The man said, “That chair 

belongs to my wife. She died three years ago. Every night I still 

speak to her before sleeping.” Then he smiled and added, “Father, 

loving someone for this long changes your soul forever.” 

That is holiness. 

When love becomes prayer. 

When sacrifice becomes tenderness. 

When two lives become one road leading toward God. 

Dear jubilarians, your marriage is no longer only your personal story. 

It has become a witness to your children, grandchildren, the Church, 

and a world starving for faithful love. You teach us that holiness is 
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possible in kitchens, hospitals, workplaces, dining tables, and quiet 

evenings of endurance. 

And one day, after all anniversaries have passed and all earthly 

celebrations end, the deepest reward of your marriage will not simply 

be the years you spent together — but the souls you helped bring 

closer to God. 

A traveller once asked an old monk, “What is holiness?” The monk 

pointed to two candles burning side by side before the altar and said, 

“To become holy is to spend your life giving light beside another until 

both flames rise together toward heaven.” 

That is the vocation of marriage. 

That is the beauty of fifty years. 

And that is the holiness we celebrate today. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church 

and promised yourselves to one another in faithful love. 

Today, with grateful hearts, renew those sacred promises. 

Husband: 

Blessed are you, N., 

for fifty years you have walked beside me in love and faith. 

Before God and this community, 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                                                      

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are you, N., 

for fifty years you have shared with me life’s joys and burdens. 

Before God and this community, 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                                           

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

source of enduring love and holiness, 

look kindly upon these jubilarians. 

You have sustained them through fifty years of married life. 

Bless their home with continued peace, 

their hearts with gratitude, 

their family with unity, 

and their remaining years with health and joy. 

May their faithful witness continue to inspire younger generations 

to believe in lifelong love and trust in You. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Celebrating the holiness of faithful married love, let us now bring our 

prayers before God, who unites hearts and strengthens families. 

1. For the Church throughout the world, that she may continue to 

proclaim the sacred dignity of marriage and strengthen families in 

faith, hope, and love, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 
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2. For these golden jubilarians, that God who guided them through 

fifty years of married life may continue to bless them with peace, 

health, and joy, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For married couples facing struggles, illness, misunderstanding, or 

discouragement, that Christ may heal their wounds and renew their 

unity, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. For children and young people, that they may discover in faithful 

marriage not a burden but a beautiful vocation to holiness and 

lifelong love, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For our departed family members and loved ones, especially 

those who helped shape the lives of these jubilarians, that they may 

rejoice forever in God’s eternal home, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, 

You are the source of every lasting love. 

Hear the prayers we offer with trust and gratitude, 

and keep our families united in faith and holiness. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, 

that this sacrifice,                                                                                        

offered in thanksgiving for fifty years of faithful love                                    

and for the holiness God continues to shape within family life,                       

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just,                                                                                            

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For in Your wisdom and love 

You created man and woman 

to become one in heart and spirit, 

so that through faithful marriage 

they might reflect the love of Christ for His Church. 

Through years of joy and sorrow, 

through sacrifice, forgiveness, and perseverance, 

You have sustained these jubilarians in covenant love. 

In them we see that holiness is formed not only in great moments, 

but also in daily acts of patience, tenderness, and fidelity. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

and with all who have witnessed Your faithfulness                                        

through the generations, 

we proclaim Your glory as we sing: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to pray as one family united in Christ, 

whose love makes us one heart and one spirit: 
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EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that sustained by Your mercy, 

our families may remain steadfast                                                           

in unity, forgiveness, and faithful love, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                              

in accordance with your will. 

Strengthen also the peace of every family and home, 

that love may endure through trials and become a path to holiness. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who strengthens faithful hearts 

and nourishes all who seek holiness in love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined before God. 

Today, after countless meals shared at one table, 

they come once more to the table of the Lord. 

Human love alone grows tired. 

But love rooted in Christ learns how to begin again. 

That is why marriages endure — not because couples are perfect, 

but because God quietly walks beside them. 

In this Eucharist, Christ again becomes the centre of their union, 

the unseen companion who carried them through every season of 

life. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

we thank You for nourishing us 

with the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation. 

As You have strengthened these jubilarians through fifty years of 

married life, 

continue to sustain them in faith, hope, and love. 

May this Eucharist deepen the unity of their family 

and help all of us journey together on the path of holiness.                           

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who united your hearts in faithful love fifty years ago, 

continue to bless and sustain you. 

May He grant you gratitude for the past, 

peace in the present, 

and hope for the years ahead. 

May your children and grandchildren 

be strengthened by your witness of enduring love and faith. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love,                           

steadfast unity, and holiness in your families. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“Holiness in marriage is not found in never falling,                                       

but in never stopping the journey toward God together.” 

 

 

 

21.The Eucharist and the Strength of Married Love                               

1 Corinthians 10:16–17; John 6:51–58                                                             

THEME: “One Bread, One Love: The Eucharist as the Strength of 

Married Life” 

INTRODUCTION                                                                                            

In 1944, during the horrors of World War II, a Catholic priest in a 

prison camp secretly celebrated Mass using crumbs of bread and 

drops of wine hidden by prisoners. One survivor later wrote: “We 

were starving, but after Communion we felt human again. The 

Eucharist reminded us that love was still alive.” Human beings can 

survive many things, but without love, the soul slowly dies. For fifty 

years of marriage, this couple discovered that married life is not 

sustained merely by romance, success, or comfort, but by a love 

constantly nourished by God Himself. 

The Eucharist is not simply something Catholics attend; it is 

Someone Catholics receive. Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “I am the 

living bread come down from heaven.” For fifty years, this couple has 

learned that every marriage becomes hungry — hungry for patience, 

forgiveness, strength, healing, hope, and fidelity. And the Eucharist 

became the table where God repeatedly fed their love when human 

strength alone was no longer enough. 

As we celebrate this Golden Wedding Anniversary, we also 

acknowledge that love sometimes failed, words wounded, patience 

weakened, and faith wavered. Yet Christ, the Bread of Life, never 

stopped nourishing and restoring them. And so, trusting in His mercy 

and love, let us now prepare ourselves to celebrate these sacred 

mysteries. 
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PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You are the Bread of Life who nourishes weary hearts: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, You unite husband and wife into one body and one 

spirit through Your love: Christ, have mercy.                                       

Lord Jesus, You remain faithful even when human love struggles 

and weakens: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May Almighty God, who continually feeds us with the Bread of Life, 

forgive us for the times we failed to love generously, forgive patiently, 

and trust completely; may He heal what is wounded,                                

strengthen what is weak, renew what is weary,                                                     

and bring us everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, 

who in the Eucharist have given us 

the living memorial of Your Son’s saving love, 

graciously look upon these Jubilarians 

who for fifty years have shared one bread and one life together. 

Sustain them still with the strength of Christ, 

that their love may continue to reflect 

Your enduring faithfulness and peace.                                                              

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY 

A nurse once cared for an elderly man dying in a hospital. Every 

morning, his wife, already weak and bent with age, arrived carrying a 

small thermos of soup. One day the nurse asked her, “After sixty 

years, why do you still come every day?” The old woman smiled and 

answered quietly: “Because love must be fed, or it dies.” 

That sentence could summarize today’s Gospel. 

Jesus says: “I am the living bread come down from heaven.” 

Marriage survives not because love is once promised, but because 

love is continually nourished. Even the strongest marriage becomes 

hungry. Hungry for understanding after arguments. Hungry for hope 

during financial struggles. Hungry for strength during sickness. 

Hungry for forgiveness after painful words. Hungry for courage when 

life becomes exhausting. 

Many couples begin marriage believing love survives on feelings. But 

feelings are like candles — beautiful, but easily extinguished by 

wind. The Eucharist is different. The Eucharist is fire from heaven. 

For fifty years, this couple discovered something profound: they were 

not merely coming to Mass; they were learning how to love. Every 

Eucharist became a lesson in marriage. 

Because what is the Eucharist? 

It is Christ saying: “This is My body, given for you.” 

And what is marriage after fifty years? 

It becomes two people quietly saying to one another: 

“This is my life, still given for you.” 



114 
 

A priest once asked a husband celebrating fifty years of marriage: 

“What is the secret of your success?” The man laughed and replied, 

“Many times we both wanted to give up — but never on the same 

day.” That is real marriage. Not perfection, but perseverance. Not 

absence of wounds, but refusal to stop loving. 

Saint Paul says today: “Though many, we are one bread, one body.” 

The Eucharist does not only unite us to Christ; it unites husband and 

wife more deeply to each other. At the altar, selfishness slowly dies. 

Pride is softened. Forgiveness becomes possible. 

And perhaps this is why long marriages become beautiful in a way 

youth never can. Young love shines brightly. Old love shines deeply. 

There is a story of a couple celebrating their Golden Wedding 

Anniversary. During the celebration, someone asked the husband, 

“After fifty years, what do you love most about your wife?” Everyone 

expected something romantic. The old man became emotional and 

said softly: “She stayed.” 

She stayed through poverty. 

She stayed through misunderstandings. 

She stayed through sickness. 

She stayed through disappointments. 

She stayed when life became ordinary. 

That is Eucharistic love. Because every tabernacle silently proclaims 

the same truth: Christ stayed. 

Tonight, we do not celebrate a perfect marriage. We celebrate a 

faithful God. A God who kept feeding this marriage with grace, 

strength, mercy, and hope through every season of life. 

And perhaps that is the deepest lesson for all of us: love survives not 

because life becomes easy, but because Christ remains present at 

the table. 

Let me end with this. 

A grandson once asked his grandfather: “Grandpa, after fifty years, 

how did you and Grandma stay together so long?” The old man 

pointed to an antique watch he was repairing and answered: “In our 

time, when something broke, we fixed it. We did not throw it away.” 

That is the wisdom of the Eucharist. 

Every Mass is God repairing broken humanity with broken Bread. 

And for fifty years, this couple allowed God to repair, nourish, and 

sustain their love — until their marriage itself became a living homily 

of the Eucharist. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dearly beloved, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church and promised 

yourselves to one another in faithful love. Today, nourished for many 

years by the Eucharist, you renew those sacred promises. 

Husband: 

I renew my promise to remain faithful to you, 

to love and honour you 

in good times and in difficult times, 

in sickness and in health, 

all the days of my life. 
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Wife: 

I renew my promise to remain faithful to you, 

to love and honour you 

in good times and in difficult times, 

in sickness and in health, 

all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

May the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has nourished your marriage 

with the Bread of Life for fifty years, 

continue to deepen your love, 

strengthen your fidelity, 

and fill your home with peace.                                                                                 

May your lives continue to proclaim 

that faithful love is possible, 

for God Himself remains faithful forever.                                                           

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ✠ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Gathered around the table of the Lord, and grateful for the witness of 

faithful married love sustained by the Eucharist, let us bring our 

prayers before God our loving Father. 

1. For the Church throughout the world, that she may continue to 

nourish humanity with the Bread of Life and become a sign of unity, 

healing, and faithful love, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For all married couples, especially those struggling with burdens, 

disappointments, or loneliness, that Christ may strengthen and 

renew them through His presence and grace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For these Jubilarians, that the Lord who has sustained them for 

fifty years may continue to fill them with health, joy, gratitude, and 

peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. For families divided by conflict, distance, or wounded 

relationships, that the Eucharistic love of Christ may restore 

forgiveness and reconciliation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For our departed loved ones and all married couples who have 

gone before us marked with faith, that they may rejoice forever at the 

heavenly banquet, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Father of everlasting love, 

You nourish Your people with the Bread of Heaven and sustain 

human hearts with grace. Hear the prayers we offer today and keep 

us united in faith, hope, and love. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that this sacrifice,                                                  

through which Christ continues to nourish faithful love                                    

and unite us as one body, may be acceptable to God,                         

the almighty Father. 
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PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For in Your wisdom and love 

You gave us the Eucharist, 

the sacrament of Christ’s abiding presence, 

through which weary hearts are strengthened 

and faithful love is continually renewed. 

In this Golden Jubilee, 

You reveal the beauty of married life sustained by grace: 

a love tested by time, 

purified through sacrifice, 

and nourished at the table of Your Son. 

For as Christ gave Himself completely for His Church, 

so these Jubilarians have learned, through many years, 

to give themselves generously to one another. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we praise You, as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching,                                      

let us pray to the Father who feeds His children with the Bread of Life 

and teaches us to love with faithful hearts: 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,                                                       

graciously grant peace in our days, that nourished by the Eucharist 

and sustained by Your mercy, we may remain faithful in love,                    

patient in trials, and united in hope                                                                    

as we await the blessed hope                                                                                

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                              

in accordance with Your will.                                                                          

Strengthen all married couples with that same peace                               

which endures through trials, forgives wounds,                                                  

and keeps hearts united through the passing years.                                                                                          

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who is the Bread of Life, 

who nourishes weary hearts and strengthens faithful love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
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SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

For fifty years, this couple came to many tables: family tables filled 

with laughter, hospital tables filled with tears, empty tables marked 

by absence, and festive tables overflowing with joy. But above every 

other table stood the altar of Christ, where heaven touched earth and 

love was fed again and again. 

The Eucharist teaches us that love survives by self-giving. Christ 

breaks Himself to make us whole. And perhaps the most beautiful 

marriages are those in which two people quietly learned to break 

themselves in love for one another — until their lives became 

thanksgiving itself. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this holy Eucharist 

You have once again nourished us 

with the Bread of eternal life. 

Grant that these Jubilarians, 

strengthened by this sacrament through fifty years of marriage, 

may continue to walk together in faith, hope, and steadfast love, 

until they rejoice at the eternal wedding feast of heaven.                       

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who united your hearts in faithful love 

continue to dwell in your home and in your family. 

May He strengthen you in every trial, 

deepen your joy in one another, 

and reward your years of sacrifice and fidelity. 

May your children and grandchildren 

be inspired by your witness of enduring love and steadfast faith. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, ✠ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love, 

nourishing one another as Christ has nourished you. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“Marriage lasts when love is continually fed —                                                               

and the Eucharist is where God feeds human hearts                                     

with the strength to remain faithful.” 
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22. Aging with Grace and Faith                                                                      

Isaiah 46:3–4; John 21:18–19                                                                   

THEME: “Carried by God Through the Years: Aging with Grace, 

Faith, and Love” 

INTRODUCTION                                                                                                    

A photographer once asked an elderly couple celebrating their fiftieth 

anniversary, “What is the secret of your long marriage?” The 

husband smiled and pointed to an old wooden rocking chair on their 

porch. He said, “Every evening we sat there together. Some nights 

we laughed, some nights we argued, some nights we sat in silence. 

But we never stopped returning to the same chair.” The chair 

became holy not because it was beautiful, but because love kept 

returning to it. Fifty years of marriage is exactly that: returning again 

and again—to love, to forgiveness, to faith, and to each other.                   

In today’s readings, God speaks tenderly: “Even to your old age I am 

the same… I will carry you.” Aging is often feared because strength 

fades, plans change, and the future becomes uncertain. Yet 

Scripture reveals something deeper: old age is not God abandoning 

His people; it is God carrying them more closely. In the Gospel, 

Jesus tells Peter that discipleship will one day require surrender and 

trust beyond one’s own strength. Mature love learns not merely how 

to hold on, but how to be held by God.                                                                  

As we gather to celebrate this Golden Wedding Jubilee, we thank 

God for a love refined through time, sacrifice, illness, 

disappointments, joys, and grace. Yet we also acknowledge that no 

marriage, no family, and no life is without weakness and failure. 

Therefore, trusting in the God who has carried us through every 

season, let us now ask pardon for our sins and prepare ourselves to 

celebrate these sacred mysteries. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You remain faithful even when human strength grows 

weak: Lord, have mercy.                                                              

Christ Jesus, You teach us that lasting love is formed through 

sacrifice and surrender: Christ, have mercy.                                           

Lord Jesus, You carry Your people through every season of life and 

lead them safely home: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May Almighty God, who never abandons His children                                                                        

but carries them with enduring mercy                                                                     

through every joy and trial of life, forgive us our sins,                                

heal the wounds caused by our failures in love and faithfulness, 

strengthen us in holiness, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT   

O God, whose love remains constant through every season of life, 

You carried Your servants through years of joy and sorrow, strength 

and weakness, 

and blessed them with the grace of enduring married love. 

As we celebrate this Golden Jubilee, 

teach us to age with faith, to love with perseverance, 

and to trust Your guiding hand in all things. 

May the witness of these jubilarians inspire families to remain 

steadfast in hope and charity.                                                                     

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HOMILY 

An old violin maker in Italy was once asked why he never retired. His 

hands trembled, his eyesight had weakened, and younger craftsmen 

worked faster than he did. The old man held up a violin and said, 

“When I was young, I made instruments with my strength. Now I 

make them with my soul.” Then he added quietly, “Wood becomes 

most beautiful after many winters.” 

That is the mystery of this Golden Wedding celebration. Love also 

becomes most beautiful after many winters. 

When people are young, they often think marriage is built on 

excitement, attraction, dreams, and grand promises. But after fifty 

years, a couple discovers that marriage survives not because life 

became easy, but because grace became stronger than difficulty. 

The prophet Isaiah gives us one of the tenderest images in all 

Scripture: 

“I have made you, and I will carry you.” 

Not merely guide you. Not merely watch you. God says: I will carry 

you. 

There are moments in every marriage when two people can no 

longer carry everything by themselves. There are burdens too heavy: 

sickness, financial worries, misunderstandings, grief, aging parents, 

exhausted hearts, disappointments with children, loneliness, and the 

silent fears that come with growing older. Yet the miracle of faith is 

this: when human strength weakens, divine strength becomes more 

visible. 

A nurse once cared for an elderly husband whose wife no longer 

recognized him because of dementia. Every morning he arrived early 

to feed her breakfast. Someone asked him, “Why do you keep 

coming when she doesn’t even know who you are?” The old man 

replied, “She may not know me, but I still know who she is.”                       

That is covenant love. 

Love at fifty years is no longer sustained merely by emotion. It is 

sustained by decision, fidelity, sacrifice, memory, grace, and God. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells Peter something unsettling: 

“When you grow old, someone else will lead you where you do not 

want to go.” 

Aging humbles us. In youth we celebrate independence; in old age 

we learn dependence. We begin life being carried by our parents, 

and if we live long enough, we may again need others to carry us. 

That reality can frighten people. But Jesus reveals that surrender is 

not humiliation—it can become holiness. 

The world admires youth, speed, productivity, and beauty. But the 

Kingdom of God treasures something deeper: endurance. Heaven is 

filled not with perfect people, but with faithful people. 

There is an African proverb that says: 

“The ruin of a nation begins when its people stop honouring the 

elderly.” 

Why? Because the elderly carry stories that cannot be learned from 

books. Wrinkles are not merely signs of age; they are evidence that 

someone has laughed, cried, struggled, forgiven, prayed, and 

survived. 
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Dear jubilarians, your marriage is not simply a personal 

achievement. It is a sermon to a restless world. In a culture where 

relationships are often abandoned at the first difficulty, your fifty 

years proclaim that love can remain faithful. Not perfect. Faithful. 

And perhaps that is why golden anniversaries move people so 

deeply. Gold survives fire. It is purified by heat. So too your marriage 

was refined by years you never expected: sacrifices nobody 

applauded, tears nobody saw, prayers whispered in darkness, and 

ordinary days lived with extraordinary perseverance. 

A grandfather once told his grandson while pointing to his wedding 

ring, “This ring became thinner every year.” The boy asked, “Why?” 

The old man smiled and answered, “Because every argument, every 

sacrifice, every forgiveness rubbed a little bit of me away until only 

love remained.” That is Christian marriage. Not the preservation of 

ego, but the purification of love. 

And now, after fifty years, God is still speaking the same promise 

from Isaiah: “I will carry you.” 

He carried you through youth. 

He carried you through parenthood. 

He carried you through sickness and uncertainty. 

He carries you now into the evening of life—not toward darkness,    

but toward fullness. 

And perhaps that is the deepest grace of aging with faith: eventually 

we stop pretending we are strong enough on our own. We finally 

learn that we have always been carried by God. 

I end with a story: A little boy once watched his elderly grandfather 

slowly walking with a cane toward church. The child asked, 

“Grandpa, why do you still go to church when walking is so difficult?” 

The old man replied, “Because after all these years, I do not merely 

go to God’s house. I go to thank the One who walked with me all my 

life.” 

Dear jubilarians, today is not simply the celebration of fifty years 

together. It is the celebration of fifty years of God walking beside you, 

carrying you, and teaching you that enduring love is one of His 

greatest miracles. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church                          

and promised yourselves to one another in lifelong love and fidelity. 

Today, in gratitude for God’s sustaining grace, renew before this 

community the covenant you have faithfully lived. 

Husband: 

Blessed are you, Lord,                                                                                  

for in Your goodness you gave me this wife.                                      

Through joys and sorrows, strength and weakness,                                        

You have carried us through the years.                                                         

Today I renew my promise to love you, honour you, and remain 

faithful to you all the days of my life. 
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Wife: 

Blessed are you, Lord, for in Your goodness you gave me this 

husband. Through joys and sorrows, strength and weakness,                   

You have carried us through the years.                                                     

Today I renew my promise to love you,                                                         

honour you, and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

May the Lord who carried you through fifty years of married life 

continue to sustain you with peace and joy. 

May He strengthen your family in unity and faith. 

May your home remain a witness to enduring love and holy 

perseverance. 

And may Almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son ✠ and the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Brothers and sisters, trusting in the God who carries His people 

through every season of life, let us offer our prayers for the Church, 

the world, and these jubilarians celebrating fifty years of faithful love. 

1.For the Church, that she may continue to accompany married 

couples and families with wisdom, compassion, and hope, let us pray 

to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For married couples, especially those struggling through trials and 

disappointments, that they may discover renewed strength in God’s 

faithful love, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

3. For the elderly, the sick, and those who feel forgotten, that they 

may know they are cherished by God and valued by society, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For the jubilarians and their family, that the witness of their 

enduring love may inspire younger generations to persevere in 

faithfulness and sacrifice, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our 

prayer.  

5. For all our departed loved ones who journeyed with us through 

life, that God may carry them into eternal peace and joy, let us pray 

to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

Loving Father, 

You never cease to guide and carry Your people.                                          

Hear the prayers we place before You today                                                       

and strengthen us to walk faithfully in love                                                     

until we come to the fullness of Your Kingdom.                                                    

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters,                                                                                  

that this sacrifice of thanksgiving,                                                                

offered in gratitude for fifty years of faithful love                                                      

and for the God who has carried His people                                                      

through every season of life,                                                                            

may be acceptable to God,  the almighty Father. 
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PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the faithful companion of Your people                                        

through every stage of life. 

In youth You guide us with hope, 

in adulthood You strengthen us through sacrifice and responsibility, 

and in old age You sustain us with tenderness and peace. 

In this Golden Jubilee celebration, 

You reveal the beauty of enduring married love— 

a love refined through years of patience,                                                 

forgiveness, fidelity, and grace. 

You never abandoned Your servants, 

but carried them through joys and sorrows, 

and made their home a witness to Your abiding presence. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, 

as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching,                                     

let us pray to the Father                                                                                            

who has carried us through every season of life                                             

and taught us to trust in His faithful love. 

 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,                                                    

graciously grant peace in our days,                                                              

and strengthen all families who struggle beneath the burdens of life. 

As You carried these jubilarians                                                                    

through years of fidelity and sacrifice,                                                             

sustain us also with Your mercy, that, free from sin                                        

and safe from all distress, we may persevere in hope                                        

as we await the blessed coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, You said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                              

in accordance with your will.                                                                 

Strengthen also the peace within our homes,                                                    

that families may remain faithful through every season of life                         

and learn to carry one another with patience and love.                                                             

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who carries us through every season of life                            

and strengthens us with His faithful love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
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SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined in covenant love.                             

Today, nourished by the Body of Christ,                                                               

we remember that the true foundation of lasting marriage                                   

is not human strength alone, but God’s enduring grace.                       

The same Lord who carried this couple through years of joys                      

and trials continues to walk beside them still.                                                       

In every wrinkle, sacrifice, forgiveness, and prayer,                                      

His faithfulness has quietly shone. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

through this holy sacrament 

You have nourished us with the Bread of Life 

and renewed us in the mystery of enduring love. 

As You carried these jubilarians through fifty years of married life, 

continue to strengthen them in peace, gratitude, and faith. 

May all families learn from their witness 

that love rooted in You can persevere through every season of life. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord bless you and keep you in His love. 

May He who carried you through fifty years of marriage continue to 

sustain you in health, peace, and joy. 

May your children and grandchildren be strengthened by your 

example of faithfulness and sacrifice. 

May your home remain filled with prayer, forgiveness, and gratitude. 

And when the burdens of age grow heavy, 

may you always remember that God Himself walks beside you and 

carries you in His everlasting love. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father ✠ and the Son ✠ and the Holy Spirit ✠. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love, steadfast 

hope, and trust in the God who carries His people through every 

season of life. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“The greatest strength of old age is not independence, but 

discovering how faithfully God has carried us all along.” 
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23. Golden Love That Reflects God’s Faithfulness                                        

Psalm 89:1–2; Luke 1:67–79                                                                       

THEME: “Golden Love: A Living Song of God’s Faithfulness” 

INTRODUCTION 

There is an old story of a lighthouse keeper who lived on a 

dangerous coast where ships often crashed during storms. Every 

evening, no matter how fierce the wind or how heavy the rain, he 

climbed the narrow stairs and lit the lamp. One night a visitor asked 

him, “Why do you keep doing this? Most sailors will never know your 

name.” The old keeper replied, “They do not need to know my name. 

They only need to know where the light is.” 

For fifty years of marriage, dear jubilarians, you have been that light 

for one another, for your children, and for many others. Not perfect 

perhaps, not without storms, but faithful. And faithful love always 

becomes light. 

Today’s readings sing of that faithfulness. Psalm 89 declares: “I will 

sing forever of the Lord’s love,” while Zechariah in the Gospel 

praises the God who never forgets His promises. Golden 

anniversaries are not merely celebrations of years counted; they are 

testimonies that God still keeps covenant with His people through 

human hearts that continue to choose love. 

But even faithful love has known moments of weakness, impatience, 

wounded words, forgotten gratitude, and times when the lamp 

burned dimly. Therefore, as we prepare to celebrate these sacred 

mysteries, let us ask the Lord for mercy and healing. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You remain faithful even when we are weak: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, You teach husbands and wives to become living signs 

of Your covenant love: Christ, have mercy.                                    

Lord Jesus, You call families to become lights of hope in a darkened 

world: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God,                                                                                       

who never abandons those who trust in His mercy,                                         

forgive us our sins, heal what is wounded in our hearts,                           

strengthen our love through His grace,                                                               

and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, whose faithfulness endures through every generation, 

You have blessed Your servants with fifty years of married life 

and made their covenant a living reflection of Your enduring love. 

Grant that, strengthened by gratitude for the past 

and hope for the future, 

they may continue to shine as witnesses of fidelity,                             

forgiveness, and peace. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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HOMILY 

A man once found an old violin in a dusty attic sale. The strings were 

worn, the wood scratched, and nobody thought it had value. The 

auctioneer struggled to get even a few dollars for it. Then an elderly 

musician stepped forward, tightened the strings, and began to play. 

Suddenly the room fell silent. The violin produced music so beautiful 

that people were moved to tears. When the music stopped, the value 

of the violin had multiplied beyond imagination. 

The instrument had not changed owners. It had simply been touched 

by the hands of a master. 

That is what God’s faithfulness does to marriage. 

Many people see marriage only through the eyes of modern culture: 

temporary, fragile, replaceable. But today we stand before something 

profoundly countercultural — fifty years of covenant love. Not fifty 

years without hardship, but fifty years in which God continued tuning 

two human hearts into one song. 

Psalm 89 says: “I will sing forever of the Lord’s love.” Notice: not 

merely speak about it, but sing it. Because faithful love always 

becomes music. The most beautiful marriages are not necessarily 

the richest, the strongest, or the most glamorous. They are the ones 

where two imperfect people continue choosing each other even after 

disappointment, sickness, aging, misunderstanding, sacrifice, and 

tears. 

There is a story of an elderly wife suffering from memory loss. One 

day she looked at her husband and asked gently, “Do I know you?” 

Imagine the pain of that moment. Yet the old man smiled, held her 

trembling hand, and answered, “No… but I know you.” 

That is covenant love. Love that remains even when memory fades. 

Love that does not depend on convenience. Love that mirrors God 

Himself. 

In the Gospel, Zechariah praises God because “He has remembered 

His holy covenant.” God remembers. That is the heart of salvation 

history. Human beings forget promises; God remembers them. And 

every lasting marriage becomes a small echo of that divine fidelity. 

Dear jubilarians, your marriage has preached sermons no 

microphone could ever amplify. Your children learned love not first 

from books or catechisms, but from watching how you forgave after 

arguments, how you endured financial worries, how you stayed 

beside each other in illness, how you kept going when life became 

heavy. 

A little boy once asked his grandfather, “Grandpa, what is the secret 

of fifty years of marriage?” The old man smiled and replied, “In our 

generation, when something broke, we repaired it. Today people 

throw things away.” 

That simple answer contains enormous wisdom. Fidelity is not the 

absence of cracks; it is the courage to repair them. 

And perhaps that is why golden anniversaries move us so deeply. 

Gold is purified by fire. Fifty years means there were moments of 

testing — hidden tears, fears about children, sleepless nights, 

disappointments, burdens carried silently. Yet through every fire, 

God remained faithful. 
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Today is therefore not merely a celebration of endurance. It is a 

proclamation that faithful love is still possible. In a disposable world, 

your marriage becomes prophecy. In a noisy world, your quiet 

perseverance becomes testimony. In a wounded world, your 

covenant becomes hope. 

And yet the greatest truth is this: the real hero of fifty years is not 

simply human effort. It is grace. The same God who guided 

Zechariah, who fulfilled His promises through generations, has 

walked beside you every step of the way. 

So today the Church does not merely congratulate you. The Church 

thanks God for you. 

And let me end with this story: After a violent storm, a family returned 

to their small home near the sea. The father noticed that the old 

lantern outside the house was still burning. Exhausted and 

emotional, he whispered to his wife, “The storm tried to put it out.” 

She quietly answered, “Yes… but it stayed lit all night.” 

Dear jubilarians, storms came. Winds blew fiercely. Yet by God’s 

grace, your light stayed lit. And tonight, its golden glow still guides 

others home. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and His Church and promised 

yourselves to one another in love and fidelity. Today, in gratitude for 

God’s sustaining grace, renew before the Church the covenant you 

have faithfully lived. 

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for the gift of my wife. 

Through joy and sorrow, health and sickness,                                      

strength and weakness, 

You have kept us united in love. 

Today I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                                    

and walk with you all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for the gift of my husband. 

Through every season of life, Your grace has sustained our home. 

Today I renew my promise to love you, honour you,                             

and remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

source of lasting love and eternal fidelity, 

look kindly upon these jubilarians. 

You have preserved their union through fifty years of joys and trials. 

Continue to bless their home with peace, health, forgiveness, and 

joy. 

May their children and grandchildren always find in them a living 

witness of covenant love. 

And after a long and fruitful life, may they rejoice forever in Your 

heavenly kingdom. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



127 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Mindful of God’s unfailing faithfulness revealed through the years of 

married love we celebrate today, let us present our prayers to the 

Father. 

1. For the Church: that she may continue to proclaim faithfully the 

beauty and holiness of lifelong marriage, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. For married couples: that they may remain steadfast through 

trials and become living signs of God’s enduring covenant, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

3. For families experiencing struggles: that forgiveness, patience, 

and reconciliation may heal wounded relationships, let us pray to the 

Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

4. For the jubilarians and their family: that the light of their fidelity 

may continue to inspire younger generations to trust in lasting love, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

5. For the departed spouses, parents, relatives, and friends who 

helped shape this marriage journey: that God may welcome them 

into eternal peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

Father of mercy and covenant love, 

You never forget Your promises. 

Hear the prayers we place before You with confidence and gratitude, 

through Christ our Lord.                                                                             

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brethren, that this sacrifice of thanksgiving,                                           

offered in gratitude for God’s enduring faithfulness                                 

and for fifty years of covenant love, may be acceptable to God,                  

the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the faithful God 

whose love never fails 

and whose mercy endures through every generation. 

In the covenant of marriage 

You reveal to the world a reflection of Your steadfast love for Your 

people. 

Today You have gathered us in joy 

to give thanks for these jubilarians 

who for fifty years have shared one home, one hope, and one faithful 

promise. 

Through joys and sorrows, through abundance and hardship, 

You sustained them by Your grace 

and made their union a light for their family and for Your Church. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, 

as without end we acclaim: 
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INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching,                                    

let us pray to the Father whose faithfulness                                                         

sustains every covenant                                                                                    

and whose love keeps the lamp of hope                                                         

burning in every faithful home. 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, by the help of Your mercy, 

we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress. 

Strengthen with Your faithful love all married couples, 

sustain families in times of trial, 

and keep alive in our hearts the light that no storm can extinguish, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 

look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                             

in accordance with Your will.                                                                   

Strengthen also the peace of every home and every marriage,                  

that families may become living witnesses of reconciliation,                   

fidelity, and enduring love.                                                                                

Who live and reign forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                   

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 

In this Eucharist we encounter the Lord                                                 

whose faithfulness never fades                                                                    

and whose love sustains every covenant                                                        

through every season of life.                                                                               

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two hearts stood before God with hopes they could 

not fully understand. Today, after countless ordinary days 

transformed by grace, they stand as witnesses that faithful love is 

possible because God Himself remains faithful.                                                   

The world remembers grand achievements, but heaven treasures 

quiet fidelity: meals shared, tears wiped away, prayers whispered at 

night, sacrifices unnoticed by others. These are the hidden threads 

from which holy marriages are woven.                                                              

And perhaps that is the deepest lesson of today: love lasts not 

because life becomes easy, but because God remains present. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this Eucharist You have nourished us with the Bread of Life 

and renewed us in the mystery of Your faithful love. 

Grant that these jubilarians, strengthened by this sacrament, 

may continue to walk together in peace, gratitude, and hope, 

and that all families may learn from their witness the beauty of 

enduring fidelity. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord, 

who has kept your marriage steadfast through fifty years of grace, 

continue to strengthen your hearts in love and peace. 

Amen. 

May He bless your children and grandchildren, 

that your family may always remain rooted in faith, hope, and unity. 

Amen. 

May your home continue to shine like a lamp in the darkness, 

guiding others toward compassion, forgiveness, and enduring 

fidelity. 

Amen. 

And may almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth in peace, glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful love. 

And may the golden witness of this marriage                                              

continue to shine before the world. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“The secret of lasting love is not the absence of storms,                               

but the presence of a faithful God                                                                          

who keeps the light burning through the night.” 

24. “I Have Been with You Always”  God in Married Life                              

Joshua 1:5–9; Matthew 28:16–20                                                          

THEME: “I Have Been with You Always” — Fifty Years of God’s 

Faithful Presence in Married Life 

INTRODUCTION 

A guide in the Holy Land once told pilgrims that shepherds there 

rarely drive sheep from behind. Instead, they walk ahead and call the 

sheep by name. Even in rocky terrain, the sheep move calmly 

because they know the shepherd’s voice. One elderly pilgrim quietly 

whispered, “That is how God led our marriage. We did not always 

see the road, but we trusted the Voice ahead of us.” 

For fifty years, dear jubilarians, your marriage has journeyed through 

valleys and mountaintops, through seasons of laughter and seasons 

of tears. There were days when God seemed near and moments 

when He seemed silent. Yet today the Word of God reminds us: “I 

will not leave you nor forsake you,” and “I am with you always.” 

Looking back now, you can see that the Lord was already standing in 

places where you once thought you were alone. 

But there were also moments when fear became stronger than faith, 

when impatience wounded love, when exhaustion weakened 

tenderness, and when God’s presence was forgotten amid life’s 

burdens. Therefore, as we prepare to celebrate these sacred 

mysteries, let us ask the Lord for pardon and peace. 
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PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You remained faithful to us even when we doubted Your 

presence in our lives: Lord, have mercy.                                                            

Christ Jesus, You walked beside married couples through trials, 

sacrifices, and hidden tears: Christ, have mercy.                                     

Lord Jesus, You continue to stay with families as their strength, 

hope, and peace: Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May Almighty God, who never abandons His children                                      

and whose love remains faithful through every season of life,                            

forgive us our sins, heal the wounds we carry,                                           

strengthen our hearts in love and fidelity,                                                            

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, 

whose presence has guided Your servants                                                  

through fifty years of married life, 

grant that, strengthened by Your constant love, 

they may continue to walk together in faith, hope, and charity. 

Teach all families to trust                                                                                 

that You never abandon those who seek You, 

and make this celebration                                                                                

a joyful witness of Your enduring faithfulness.                                             

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY 

A man once survived a terrible shipwreck at sea. Floating for hours 

on broken wood beneath a dark sky, he prayed desperately, “Lord, 

where are You?” Years later he said that what frightened him most 

was not the storm but the feeling that he had been abandoned. After 

finally being rescued, he learned that throughout the night another 

ship had remained nearby, following his distress signal through the 

darkness. He could not see it because of the storm, but it never 

stopped watching over him. 

Many marriages feel that way at times. 

There are moments when couples ask: “Lord, where are You now?” 

Where are You when money is scarce? 

Where are You when children suffer? 

Where are You when misunderstandings grow cold and silence fills 

the house? 

Where are You when sickness enters the family? 

Where are You when old age weakens the body? 

And today’s readings answer with extraordinary tenderness: 

“I will not leave you nor forsake you.” 

“I am with you always.” 

The greatest miracle in a Golden Wedding anniversary is not simply 

that two people stayed together for fifty years. The deeper miracle is 

this: God stayed with them for fifty years. 

Joshua heard those words when he stood before an uncertain future. 

Moses was gone. Fear surrounded him. Yet God did not promise an 

easy road. God promised His presence. That changes everything. 
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Courage does not come from having control over life; courage 

comes from knowing we are not alone.                                                         

Marriage works the same way. 

A young wife once complained to her grandmother after another 

argument with her husband. “I think I married the wrong person,” she 

said. The grandmother smiled gently and replied, “No dear, every 

marriage eventually joins two imperfect people who must decide 

daily whether love will become bigger than disappointment.” That old 

woman understood something profound: enduring marriages are 

built less on romance and more on faithful presence. 

The Gospel today gives Christ’s final promise before ascending to 

heaven: “I am with you always.” Notice: He did not say only during 

happy days. He did not say only when prayers are answered quickly. 

He said always. 

Always includes sleepless nights with crying babies. 

Always includes years of hard work and sacrifice. 

Always includes funerals, hospital rooms, financial worries, and 

hidden disappointments. 

But always also includes grace. 

One couple celebrating sixty years of marriage was once asked, 

“What kept you together so long?” The husband answered, “Every 

morning we began again.” That is holiness in ordinary life. Not 

perfection. Not a life without wounds. But the courage to begin again 

because God begins with us every day. 

Dear jubilarians, your marriage became a living sermon long before 

today’s Mass. Your children and grandchildren learned faith not only 

from prayers you recited but from burdens you carried together. They 

saw forgiveness after arguments. They saw sacrifices nobody 

applauded. They saw you remain beside one another when leaving 

would have been easier. Quiet fidelity is one of the holiest things on 

earth. 

The world celebrates dramatic achievements, but heaven treasures 

steadfast love. 

And perhaps that is why Jesus chose the simple promise: “I am with 

you always.” Because at the end of life, people rarely remember 

trophies, titles, or possessions. They remember who stayed. Who 

remained. Who loved faithfully. 

A nurse caring for dying patients once wrote that many people near 

death reached for someone’s hand. Not wealth. Not success. 

Presence. Human hearts were created to know they are not alone. 

That is also the meaning of the Eucharist. Christ remains with us. He 

does not abandon His people. Every Mass is God saying again: “I 

am still here.” 

Dear jubilarians, after fifty years, your marriage stands as proof that 

God truly keeps His promises. 

And one day, when earthly journeys end and all storms finally 

become still, may you hear the voice of Christ saying: 

“You were never alone. I was with you always.” 
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RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and pledged your lives to one 

another. Through changing seasons, joys and sorrows, God 

remained faithful to you. Today, in gratitude for His abiding presence, 

renew before the Church the promises you once made. 

Husband: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for this woman whom You have given me as 

companion and friend. With gratitude for fifty years of love and grace, 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you, comfort you, and 

remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Wife: 

Blessed are You, Lord, for this man whom You have given me as 

companion and friend. With gratitude for fifty years of love and grace, 

I renew my promise to love you, honour you, comfort you, and 

remain faithful to you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

You are the faithful companion of Your people through every age. 

Look kindly upon these jubilarians. 

Renew their strength, deepen their peace, 

and let their love continue to reflect Your enduring presence. 

Bless their children and grandchildren, 

that this family may remain rooted in faith, hope, and unity. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Brothers and sisters, trusting in the God who never abandons His 

people and who remains with us always, let us bring before Him our 

prayers and petitions. 

1. For the Church, that she may continue to accompany families with 

compassion, wisdom, and hope, reminding the world that Christ 

remains present among His people, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For married couples, especially those facing difficulties, that they 

may find strength in God’s faithful presence and courage to begin 

again in love, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For these golden jubilarians, that their witness of steadfast love 

may inspire younger generations to trust in God’s grace and remain 

faithful in family life, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. For families burdened by sickness, financial struggles, loneliness, 

or division, that they may discover that Christ walks beside them 

even in difficult times, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For our departed family members and loved ones, that the Lord 

who accompanied them in earthly life may now welcome them into 

eternal peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Father of enduring love, 

You never forsake those who place their trust in You. 

Hear these prayers                                                                                       

and continue to guide our families in peace and fidelity. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brothers and sisters,                                                                                 

that this sacrifice of thanksgiving for God’s faithful presence                      

through fifty years of married life                                                                     

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.                                                         

For You never abandon those who trust in You. 

Through every joy and trial of married life, 

You remain the unseen companion of Your people. 

In the fidelity of these jubilarians, 

You reveal the steadfast love                                                                                 

with which You guide families through the years.                                            

You strengthen human weakness with divine grace, 

teach hearts to forgive, 

and make enduring love                                                                                            

a living sign of Your covenant with humanity.                                                     

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we praise You, as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching,                                   

let us pray with confidence to the Father                                                

who remains with His children always: 

 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by the assurance of Your abiding presence, 

our families may never lose hope in times of trial                                             

nor gratitude in times of blessing. 

As we await the blessed hope                                                                                

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

You said to Your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you. 

Look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                    

in accordance with Your will. 

Remain present in our homes and families,                                                 

especially in moments when hearts grow weary or discouraged,                          

and teach us to become instruments of reconciliation                                       

and steadfast love. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who never abandons His people                                                      

and remains with us always. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
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SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Fifty years ago, two lives were joined before God.                                      

Today, after countless ordinary days woven together by grace,                       

they stand here not only as husband and wife,                                                    

but as witnesses that God truly remains faithful.                                                        

The Eucharist we have received is the same Christ                                                  

who walked beside them through every season of life.                                   

He is still here. He will always remain. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this Eucharist You have renewed us with the presence of Christ, 

who remains with His people always. 

May these sacred mysteries strengthen the love of these jubilarians, 

bring peace to their family, 

and help all of us to trust more deeply in Your unfailing care. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who has been your companion through fifty years of 

marriage continue to walk beside you all the days of your life. 

Amen. 

May He bless your home with peace, your hearts with gratitude, and 

your family with enduring unity and faith. 

Amen. 

May your children and grandchildren learn from your witness that 

faithful love is one of God’s greatest gifts to the world. 

Amen. 

And may Almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your lives                                                

and by the faithful love that reveals His abiding presence                         

through every season of life. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

The strength of a marriage is not that life became easy,                          

but that through every season,                                                                          

husband and wife discovered                                                                      

that God never stopped walking beside them. 
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25. Celebrating a Lifetime of Self-Giving Love                                                          

Philippians 1:3–11; John 21:1–14                                                          

THEME: “A Love That Kept Returning to the Shore of Grace” 

INTRODUCTION 

There is a story about an old fisherman who was asked why he still 

repaired his worn-out fishing nets every evening even though age 

had already bent his back and slowed his hands. Smiling, he 

answered, “Because the sea fed my family, taught me patience, and 

gave me reasons to return home.” Fifty years of marriage is very 

much like that. Love is not built in grand moments alone, but in the 

daily returning — returning after misunderstandings, after hardships, 

after sickness, after disappointments, and even after silence. True 

love survives because it never stops coming home to the other. 

In today’s Gospel, the disciples return to fishing after a painful 

season of confusion and failure. Yet it is on that ordinary shore that 

the risen Christ waits for them with bread, fish, and fire. The Lord 

does not meet them with condemnation but with breakfast, 

tenderness, and renewal. In the same way, every enduring marriage 

is sustained not merely by romance, but by countless acts of self-

giving love quietly blessed by God. 

As we celebrate this Golden Wedding Anniversary, we thank God for 

fifty years of fidelity, sacrifice, forgiveness, and steadfast love. Yet 

we also acknowledge that no marriage is perfect and no family 

journey is without weakness. Therefore, with humble hearts, let us 

ask the Lord for mercy and peace. 

PENITENTIAL ACT WITH KYRIE INVOCATIONS 

Lord Jesus, You stood on the shore and called Your weary disciples 

back to hope: Lord, have mercy.                                                                              

Christ Jesus, You nourish married love through patience, 

forgiveness, and sacrifice: Christ, have mercy.                                                   

Lord Jesus, You remain faithful even when our love grows tired or 

weak: Lord, have mercy. 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

May almighty God,                                                                                         

who never ceases to call us back to the shore of His mercy,                            

forgive us our sins, heal what is wounded in our hearts and families, 

strengthen us in faithful love and selfless service,                                              

and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

COLLECT 

O God, whose love is patient, faithful, and enduring, 

You have guided Your servants through fifty years of married life, 

sustaining them in joys and trials, 

in abundance and in sacrifice. 

As Your Son nourished His disciples on the shore of the sea, 

continue to nourish this family with unity, gratitude, and peace, 

that their witness of self-giving love 

may inspire all who know them.                                                               

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HOMILY 

A little boy once asked his grandfather, “Grandpa, what is the secret 

to staying married for fifty years?” 

The old man smiled and pointed to an old watch on his wrist. He 

said, “In our time, when something broke, we repaired it. We did not 

throw it away.” 

That simple answer contains a wisdom the modern world 

desperately needs. 

Today’s Gospel begins with tired men, empty nets, and disappointed 

hearts. The disciples worked all night and caught nothing. They were 

exhausted. Perhaps they even wondered whether all their years with 

Jesus had failed. Yet at dawn, they heard a voice from the shore: 

“Cast the net again.” 

And suddenly the emptiness became abundance. 

That is not only a fishing story. That is the story of every lasting 

marriage. 

There are nights in marriage when the nets feel empty. There are 

seasons of financial struggle, misunderstandings, illnesses, 

sacrifices for children, silent tears, disappointments, and exhaustion. 

There are moments when couples wonder if they still have the 

strength to continue. But enduring love survives because Christ 

keeps standing on the shore of married life saying, “Try again. 

Forgive again. Love again. Begin again.” 

Fifty years of marriage is not fifty years without problems. It is fifty 

years of refusing to walk away. 

Saint Paul in today’s reading says, “I thank my God every time I 

remember you.” What beautiful words after fifty years. Real love 

matures into gratitude. Young love says, “I need you.” Mature love 

says, “Thank you for staying.” 

There is another story told about a woman caring for her husband 

who had Alzheimer’s disease. Every morning she patiently fed him 

breakfast though he no longer recognized her. Someone asked her, 

“Why do you keep doing this when he does not even know who you 

are?” 

She answered quietly, “Because I know who he is.” 

That is self-giving love. 

Love is deepest not when it is convenient, but when it remains 

faithful even when unrecognized, unappreciated, or difficult. That is 

the kind of love Christ showed on the cross. That is also the love 

quietly lived by husbands and wives who choose one another again 

and again through the years. 

In the Gospel, Jesus prepares breakfast for the disciples. Imagine 

that scene. The risen Lord — conqueror of death — cooking 

breakfast beside a charcoal fire. It reveals something beautiful: God 

is present in ordinary acts of care. Marriage is often sanctified not in 

dramatic moments but in simple daily offerings — preparing meals, 

working long hours, staying awake during sickness, forgiving after 

arguments, praying for one another, sacrificing personal dreams for 

the family. 

The world applauds success, wealth, beauty, and achievement. But 

heaven treasures fidelity. 
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And perhaps that is why golden anniversaries are so sacred. Gold 

passes through fire before it shines. So does love. 

Dear Jubilarians, your marriage has preached a sermon louder than 

words. Your children and grandchildren may forget many things you 

said, but they will never forget the witness of two people who stayed 

faithful. 

A university professor once visited an elderly couple celebrating sixty 

years of marriage. He asked the husband, “After all these years, 

what kept your marriage alive?” The old man answered, “Every 

morning I asked myself one question: ‘How can I make her burdens 

lighter today?’” 

That is the Gospel of marriage. 

Not domination. 

Not selfishness. 

Not keeping score. 

But self-giving love. 

And that is exactly what Jesus did on the shore — He served. The 

Lord of heaven prepared food for tired people. Great love bends 

down to serve. 

Today, we honour not only the length of fifty years, but the countless 

hidden sacrifices inside those years — the tears no one saw, the 

prayers whispered at night, the worries carried silently, the 

forgiveness offered repeatedly, and the decision to remain together 

when leaving would have been easier. 

In the end, lasting marriage is not simply about finding the perfect 

person. It is about learning to love imperfectly with extraordinary 

faithfulness. 

And so I end with this story. 

An elderly husband sat beside his dying wife in a hospital room. 

Holding her fragile hand, he whispered, “We had very little money, 

many struggles, and countless worries. But if God asked me to live 

my life again, I would still choose you.” 

She opened her eyes one last time and smiled. 

That is golden love. 

Not perfect love. 

Not easy love. 

But faithful love — love that kept returning to the shore of grace. 

Amen. 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS AND BLESSING OF THE 

JUBILARIANS 

Dear beloved Jubilarians, 

fifty years ago you stood before God and pledged your lives to one 

another. Today, with grateful hearts, renew those sacred promises. 

Husband: 

I renew my promise to you, 

to remain faithful in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, 

to love and honour you all the days of my life. 
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Wife: 

I renew my promise to you, 

to remain faithful in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, 

to love and honour you all the days of my life. 

Blessing 

Lord God, 

source of enduring love and faithful covenant, 

look kindly upon these Jubilarians. 

You have sustained them through fifty years of married life. 

Continue to bless their home with peace, 

their hearts with gratitude, 

their family with unity, 

and their remaining years with joy and holiness. 

May their love continue to reflect the self-giving love of Christ, 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Gathered in gratitude for fifty years of faithful married love,                            

let us bring our prayers before God, whose love never fails. 

1.For the Church, that she may continue to strengthen married 

couples and families through compassion, wisdom, and faithful 

accompaniment, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For all married couples, especially those facing trials or 

discouragement, that Christ may stand on the shores of their 

struggles and renew their hope and love, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. For the Jubilarians we honour today, that God may reward their 

years of sacrifice and fidelity with health, peace, and abiding joy, let 

us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. For children and grandchildren, that they may learn from the 

witness of enduring love, forgiveness, and selfless service shown by 

their parents and grandparents, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. For our departed loved ones and all married couples who have 

gone before us marked with faith, that they may rejoice forever at the 

heavenly banquet of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

God of steadfast love, 

You never abandon those who trust in You. 

Hear the prayers we place before You today 

and strengthen us to live lives of faithful and self-giving love. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Pray, brethren, that this sacrifice,                                                                  

offered in thanksgiving for fifty years of faithful love                                                   

and sustained by countless acts of sacrifice and grace,                                     

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
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PREFACE 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give You thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For You are the source of all faithful love, 

and in marriage You reveal the enduring covenant 

between Christ and His Church. 

Through years of joy and sorrow, labour and rest, 

You have remained present to Your servants, 

guiding them with mercy and sustaining them with grace. 

In the ordinary moments of family life, 

You continue to work quietly through patience,                                      

forgiveness, sacrifice, and fidelity. 

And today, as we celebrate this Golden Jubilee, 

we praise You for the witness of a love refined through time 

and strengthened by Your abiding presence. 

And so, with Angels and Saints, 

we proclaim Your glory, as without end we acclaim: 

INVITATION TO THE OUR FATHER 

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching,                                         

let us pray to the Father                                                                                          

whose faithful love sustains every home                                                           

and whose mercy teaches us to forgive and begin anew: 

 

EMBOLISM 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

and graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, sustained by Your mercy, 

our families may remain steadfast in love,                                                  

patient in trials, and generous in service, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

You said to Your Apostles: 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you. 

Look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church, 

and graciously grant her peace and unity                                                        

in accordance with Your will. 

May that peace dwell also in every married home,                                   

strengthening husbands and wives to remain faithful in love,                       

patient in suffering, and generous in forgiveness. 

Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold Him who nourishes weary hearts and renews faithful love. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
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SHORT MEDITATION AFTER COMMUNION 

Love survives not because life is easy,                                                              

but because grace is greater than weariness.                                                

For fifty years, Christ has stood quietly at the shore of this marriage 

— feeding, strengthening, forgiving, and renewing.                                                  

The same Lord received in this Eucharist                                                           

will continue to walk with this family in the years ahead.                               

What began in love has been sustained by grace. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord our God, 

in this Eucharist You have nourished us 

with the Bread of life and the cup of salvation. 

As You fed Your disciples beside the sea, 

continue to strengthen this family with enduring faith,                                        

joyful gratitude, and self-giving love. 

May the witness of these Jubilarians 

encourage future generations to cherish fidelity,                                               

sacrifice, and trust in Your providence.                                                            

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

FINAL BLESSING OVER THE JUBILARIANS AND THEIR FAMILY 

May the Lord who united you in faithful love 

continue to keep your hearts one in peace and gratitude. 

Amen. 

May He bless your children and grandchildren, 

that your family may remain rooted in faith, hope, and charity. 

Amen. 

May He reward your years of sacrifice with joy, strength, and serenity 

in the years ahead. 

Amen. 

And may almighty God bless you all, 

the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth in peace,                                                                                        

glorifying the Lord by lives of faithful and self-giving love. 

TAKE-HOME THOUGHT 

“Lasting love is not built by never failing,                                                                    

but by never giving up on each other under the grace of God.” 

 


